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ExtraEl from the laft Will and Tejla- 
ment of the late Reverend JOHN 
BAMPTON, Canon of Salilbury. 

- “ I give and bequeath my Lands 

“ and Eftates to the Chancellor, Matters, 
** and Scholars of the Univerfity of Oxford 
“ for ever, to have and to hold all and fin- 
“ gular the laid Lands or Eftates upon truft, 
** and to the intents and purpofes herein after 
“ mentionedj that is to fay, I will ahd ap- 
** point, that the Vice Chancellor of the 
** Univerfity of Oxford for the time being 
** ftiall take and receive all the rents, ififues, 
*' and profits thereof, and (after all taxes, 
“ reparations, and neceflary deductions made) 
that he pay all the remainder to the eri- 
** dowment of eight Divinity LeCture Ser- 
** mons, to be eftablifhed for ever in the faid 
** Univerfity, and to be performed in the 
** manner following: 

** I direCt and appoint, that, upon the firft 
“ Tuefday in Eafter Term, a LeCturer be 
“ yearly chofen by the Heads of Colleges 
“only, and by no others, in the room ad¬ 
joining to the Printing-Houfe, between 

“ the 
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u the hours of ten in the morning and two 
** in the afternoon, to preach eight Divinity 
4t Lefture Sermons, the year fallowing, at 
St. Mary’s in Oxford, between the com- 
“ mencemertf of the laft month in Lent 
“ Term, and the end of the third week in 
** Aft Term. ; 

“ Alio I direft and appoint, that t^e eight 
** Divinity Lefture Sermons faall be prpaph- 
“ ed upon either of the fallowing fubjefts 
11 — to confirm and eftablifa the Christian 
“ Faith, and to. confute all heretics sjndfcjnf- 
** matics—upqn the divine authority of the 
“ Holy Scriptures -t— upon fae authority of 
the writings of the primitive Fathprf, ns 
“ to the faith apd praftice of tfie primitive 
“ Church -— upon the Divinity of our l^ord 
“ and Sayipur Jefus Chrift — upon the Dm- 
** nity of the Holy Ghoft—upop the Articles 
** of the, Chriftian Faith, as. comprehended 
" in the Apoftles’ and Nfaene Creeds. 

** Alfa I direft, that thirty copies of‘the 
** eight Divinity Lefture Sermons fliall be 
“ always printed, within two months after 
** they are preached, and one 1 copy (hall be 
u given to the Chancellor of the Univerfity, 
** and one copy to the Head of every Col¬ 
lege, 
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** lege, and one copy to the Mayor of the 
** City of Oxford, and one copy to be put 
into the Bodleian Library j and the ex- 
“ pence of printing them fhall be paid out 
.*< of the revenue of the Lands or Edates 
** given for eftabliihing the Divinity Ledlure 
** Sermons ; and the Preacher (hall not be 
** paid, nor be entitled to the revenue, before 
** they are printed. 

** Alfo I diredl and appoint, that no per- 
** fon (hall be qualified to preach the Di- 
** vinity Lefture Sermons, unlefs he hath 
** taken the Degree of Mader of Arts at 
** lead, in one of the two Univerfities of 
“ Oxford or Cambridge j and that the fame 
“ perfon (hall never preach the Divinity 
** Lecture Sermons twice.” 

The clear income of Mr. Bampton’x ejlate 
amounts to about 120I. per ann. 
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SERMON I 


LUKE XII. 57. 

YEA, AND WHY EVEN OF YOURSELVES 

JUDGE YE NOT WHAT IS RIGHT. 

# 

W E may confider this levere remon- 
ttrance of our Saviour as addrefied to 
unbelievers of every age, we may confider it 
as an urgent call to exercife their underftand-. 
ing with diligence and impartiality upon all 
religious fubjeCts. No blind deference to au¬ 
thority and eftablilhed opinions is required, 
no fervour of imagination is to be fubftituted 
in the place of cool reflection and found judg¬ 
ment. * To prove all things and to hold fafi to 
that which is good\ to temper zeal with know¬ 
ledge, to place the will and affections under 
the guidance of reafon is the uniform admo¬ 
nition of our divine Matter and his Apoftles. 

* 1 Thef. v. 21. 

A How 
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2 SERMON I. 

How fevere was the reproof which he admini- 
ftered to the Jews ? b Te hypocrites, ye can dif- 
cern the face of the Jky, and of the earth, ye 
difcover in the common incidents and events 
of things fufficient penetration and difcern- 
ment, how is it that ye cannot ufe the fame 
degree of attention in examining the proofs of 
my divine million ? 


We live in an age of which credulity is not 
the leading imperfection. In defence of our 
religion no pious frauds can be praCtifed, no 
fpecious arguments will be admitted. And 
while it is our duty to ftand forth as thofe 
•who have not followed cunningly devifed fables, 
we are furrounded by fo numerous an hoft of 
adverfaries, that we mu ft be cautious how we 
put on our fpiritual armour, and left we ex- 
pofe to danger the walls of our defenced 
city. All our vigilance will be fcarce fuffi¬ 
cient for the conflict. May He, who teach - 
eth man knowledge, and giveth Jlrength for the 
battle, • fupport and affift us ; may he give a 
bleffing to the weakeft and moft imperfeCt 
endeavours, and may zeal and fincerity com- 
penfate for the weaknefs of our performances. 


b Luke xii. 56. 


The 
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3 

The general defign of the difcourfes to be 
delivered to this audience is a Vindication of 
the Church of England againft the objedtions 
of the principal Sedts.—And this vindication 
will begin with an attempt to date the ufe 
and the abufe of our own faculties, the true 
notion of infpiration with the objedtions 
brought againft it, and the authority of the 
ancient Fathers. 

After which, the natural progrefs of dif- 
quifition will lead us to inveftigate the prin¬ 
ciples of the Reformation and the general 
condudt of the Reformers. 

An enquiry will next be made into the rea- 
fonablenefs of reparation from a difcuflion of 
the fpecifick dodtrines which are the fubjedt 
of controverfy between us and our diflenting 
brethren.—The whole will be concluded 
with fome obfervations upon the prefent ftate 
of religion, and fome conjedtural remarks up¬ 
on prophecies which yet remain to be ful¬ 
filled. 

The fubjedt of the prefent difcourfe, in 
conformity to the words of the text, is the ufe 
and abufe of reafon in matters of religion.’— 

A 2 The 
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The pride of Philofophy has too highly ex¬ 
alted reafon, the mock humility of Enthu- 
fiafm has debafed it. Moreover, while the 
Deift from felf-fufficiency has fpurned the 
aid and denied the neceflity of Revelation, the 
well meaning advocate for Chriftianity has 
collected and exaggerated all the inftances of 
ignorance and depravity to be found in the 
heathen world, and enquiries have been often 
made how much of the heathen morality was 
borrowed from Revelation, and it has been 
taken for granted that becaufe fome of the 
Greek philofophers travelled into Egypt, all 
their knowledge of the Deity and all their pre¬ 
cepts refpedting the private and focial duties 
of man, were brought from thence. Their 
acquielcence in the, popular religion is alledged 
as a proof of the grofsnefs of their minds, 
and they are generally reprefented as not hav¬ 
ing themfelves, much lefs inculcating in 
others, any ideas of thole fublimer moral pre¬ 
cepts, which, it is contended, are to be found 
only in the Gofpel. The hiftory of all king¬ 
doms in a (late of barbarity is uncertain,, and 
it muft be allowed that no one ever emerged 
from fuch a ftate by its own mere effects. But 
whatever knowledge the philofophers carried 
from the Eaft, they certainly improved upon 

it-— 
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!t—They were not ignorant that purity of 
intention is neceflary to conftitute real good- 
nefs, that a defire of revenge is a mean and 
groveling pafiion, that man is not fuch a 
judge of his own happinefs as to know what 
to rdqueft of heaven, and that he is infufH- 
cient of himfelf to become what he was in¬ 
tended to be, without fupernatural affiftance 
—Nor are we to impute to Cicero all the 
fcepticifm apparently to be found in his wri¬ 
tings. He gives the opinions of every ledl 
the mod plaufible appearance, and leaves the 
reader to judge for himfelf. The greatnefs 
of mind, which his morality difplays, will 
delight an intelligent reader, as it will expofe 
the mean and the profligate of every age and 
every country. Nor need any one be alarm¬ 
ed, if we fhould in fome degree think more 
highly of the fages of Greece and Rome than 
we ought to think. Much vanity and pride,, 
much unneceflacy fubtlety and refinement, 
much temporary compliance and pufillani- 
mous condefcenfion, to be found amongft 
them, will abundantly juftify the cenfure of 
St. Paul, andfet forth the fuperior excellence 
of the Gofpel. Every age has abounded with 
Deifts, and the prefent age has not the fmall- 
eft number. The Church of Rome, by im- 

A 3 poling 
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poling too many articles of belief, has tempted 
many to difbelieve every thing: And every 
Other Communion of Chriftians which has 
extended the boundaries of faith beyond the 
line fixed by Revelation, has indirectly, how¬ 
ever unintentionally, added to the number of 
infidels. After the molt earneft endeavours, 
our good will be evil J'poken of ; only let not 
this be the effcCt of our own imprudence. 

It perhaps was never thoroughly known how 
much a vigorous underltanding, joined with 
unwearied diligence, might effedti In con- 
troverfy, it is fafer to allow too much than 
too little. For to thole, who are favoured with 
a Revelation, who have not fhut their eyes 
againlt the light, it is riot of the greatejl mo¬ 
ment to know precifely what they could have 
been or what they could have difcovered in 
the days of ignorance and fuperflitioo— 

Rut we may be alked, whether we intend 
to deny the exiltence of natural religion or to 
depreciate its excellence ? St. Paul himfelf 
has authorized us to fuppofe, that indepen¬ 
dent of revelation, there are certain obligati¬ 
ons, both to God and our fellow creatures, 
which ought, under all circumftances, to have 

been 
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been better underftood and more univerfstUy 
pra&ifed than they were. c The invifible things 
of him from the creation of the ’world art clearly 
fieen , being underfood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power bnd Godhead ; Jo 
that they are without excufe: Becaufe that when 
they knew God, they glorified him not as God\ 
neither were thankful, but became vain in their 
imaginations , and their foolijh heart was dark¬ 
ened. And again, d When the Gentiles , which 
have not the law, do by nature the things con¬ 
tained in the law , tbefe having not the law , are 
a law unto tbemfielves; which Jhew the work of 
the law written hi their hearts, their confidence 
alfo bearing witnefis, and their thoughts the 
mean while accufing or elfe excufing one another. 
So little are the infpired penmen difpolled to 
weaken the juft pretentions even of deifm. 

It is a petition, which furely can admit of 
little doubt, that, if Jefus Chrift had not 
come into the world, tirft to inftru& us and 
afterwards to die for us, there would have 
keen certain duties which man ought to have 
pra&ifed, and that without an ufelefs difquir* 
fition concerning the feveral fources of infor¬ 
mation, we can diferiminate between fuch du- 

* Rom, i. 20, 21. 4 Ibid. ii. 14, 15. 

A 4 ties 
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ties and the additional obligations which 
Chriftianity impofes. When this difcrimina- 
tion is made, it is clearly feen what is or what 
ought to be underftood by natural, and what 
by revealed religion. We are not now fpeak- 
ing of practice ; for in practice * Whatfoever is 
not of faith, is fn. Whatfoever we do, ac¬ 
tuated folely by motives of common prudence 
and mere morality, has in it the nature of fin. 
But what is united in practice may be diftin- 
guifhed in fpeculation. The fuccefsful move¬ 
ment of a machine depends upon a proper union 
and a regular co-operation of all its powers: 
but this neither prevents nor difcourages us 
from analyfing them, and determining how 
much of each power is neceffary to render the 
whole compleat. We, therefore, fee, by the 
way, with what propriety our Theological 
ftudres are affifted by the previous perufal of a 
fyftem of Ethicks, for though our Ethicks 
and our Theology may proceed from the fame 
fource, yet in contemplation they are diftin- 
guifhed from each other, giving and receiving 
mutual aid and affiftance. For from whence 
arifes the internal evidence of the Chriftian re¬ 
ligion ? Does it not arife from the fenfe of 
right and wrong implanted in the human breaft ? 


Digitized by Google 


SERMON t. 


9 

Is not an appeal made to the monitor within; 
when we prove that the commandment is holy 
andjujl and good ? The evidence of thofe doc¬ 
trines which reafon cannot comprehend, is 
fubjedt to reafon. Miracles were fubjedt to 
the fenfes. The difperfion and the fate of the 
Jews is fubjedt to our fenfes. Hiftorical proofs 
are fubjedt to reafon. Nothing, in fliort, is 
unknown to us, but what it was impofiible in 
this ftate of weaknefs to comprehend or un- 
neceflary for our everlafting falvation to be 
communicated; and the more we exercife our 
underftandings within thofe limits which our 
Creator has prefcribed, the better Chriftians 
we fhall be, unlefs our advancement in know¬ 
ledge puff us up with pride. Nor indeed is it 
duly confidered how much the cultivation of 
the mind may contribute to enoble our nature, 
and how much it ought to refine, in the true 
and genuine fenfe of refinement, our conver- 
fation and our morals. While many allowan¬ 
ces Ihould be made for grofs, confufed and 
imperfedt apprehenfions, for a want of the 
finer feelings of geherofity and honour, the 
man of learning is engaged in no ftudy, which 
does not place before him gratifications un¬ 
known to others employed in bodily labour, 
in the purfuit of gain or even of warrantable 

pleafure. 
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pleafurc. And it would be ft range indeed if 
bis advancement in knowledge of every kind 
ihoold not facilitate bis progrefs in the, way of 
Godlinefs. He fees the works of God and the 
wonders of his love both in the natural and 
the intellectual world; he receives every mo¬ 
ment additional proofs, how gracious the Lord 
is. The only danger will be, left he ftaould 
feek for knowledge too wonderful and excellent 
and to which he cannot attain. In this ftate of 
weaknefs and imperfection the mental eye has 
limits which it cannot pafs, and hardly do we 
guefs aright the things that are before us > but 
the things, of God can no man know. 

The abufes of reafon come naturally under 
our confideration- 

The fitft and molt notorious abufe is, when 
men arguing from the divine attributes en¬ 
deavour to prove that no fyftem of things 
could have been framed with greater com¬ 
munications of good to all the creation. 
Where was it learnt that the Almighty might 
not have given angelick excellence to every 
being under the fun ? He, who hath pro- 
mifed, as the reward of our piety, to make 
us happy to all eternity, could, if it had 

pleafed 
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xx 


pleated him, have placed us in that (late at the 
very commencement of our existence. He, who 
hath made one man to differ from another in 
mtellcdbual powers, almoft as much as fome 
are diftinguifhed from the brutes, could cer¬ 
tainly have caufed that no fuch difference 
fhould exift. Even to inanimate matter he 
could have given life and all the enjoyments 
of life. He could have caufed thofe bleflings 
to flow in upon us fpontaneoufly, which are 
now the reward of labour, care and forefight, 
which are often witheld from us, and which 
were enjoyed in lefs abundance and with more 
interruption by thofe who have gone before 
us. The argument drawn from variety is in- 
conclufive and frivolous: for though variety 
contribute to the gratification of the human 
mind, and though it caufe the fupply of our 
wants to increafe our enjoyment, yet we muff 
allow that intellectual endowments are the 
greateft difplay of divine goodnefs and wifdom; 
and that as the lefs is included in the greater, 
the formation of a rock or a reptile only ex¬ 
hibits a part of that power which has been 
more cxtenfively exerted in the formation of 
men and angels. 

The Philofopher difcovers that thoufand 

•worlds 
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worlds are around him, but knows not how 
thofe worlds are peopled—He fees in the pla¬ 
netary fyflem a general provifion for inhabi¬ 
tants ; but he knows not their mental or cor¬ 
poreal endowments. Shall he therefore with 
this fcanty intelligence endeavour to prove by 
• his reafon that every thing is in its higheft 
Hate of perfection ? And if he cannot prove 
it, the attempt is furely vain and prefumptu- 
ous, indicating a goodnefs of intention, but 
a want of judgment, calculated to raife doubt 
and perplexity rather than to remove them. 
What may be prpved to a proper purpofe is, 
that creatures in general polfefs thofe facul¬ 
ties and powers, which are fuitable for the 
fphere in which they move. But he cannot 
tell why one animal fhould be the prey of 
another, nor why animals of the fame fpecies 
fhould have different degrees of excellence. If 
he do not always remember, that the Creator 
will not be accountable to man for the diffe¬ 
rent portions of happinefs bellowed upon dif¬ 
ferent creatures, if he will not be content to 
wait in filent humility, till we fhall no lon¬ 
ger know in party or rather from a part, and 
a very fmall part, he will fubjeCt all our con¬ 
ceptions of an overruling Providence to fome 
ridicule which might be averted. The truth 

is. 
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is, God hath created light and he hath crea¬ 
ted darknefs in the intelle&ual as well as in 
the natural world, and will not fuffer f the 
thing formed to fay to him that formed it. Why 
haji thou made me thus % 1 It is not of him that 
willetb, nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that Jhewetb mercy. Our own efforts and our 
own merits are totally out of the queftion. 
To one he giveth five talents, to another two, 
to another one, and though the greateft truft 
be calculated to conftitute the greateft worldly 
happinefs, yet w.hen the whole is gratuitous, 
the receiver muft be thankful, without mur¬ 
muring or repining, without charging him 
foolijhly , or vindicating him injudicioufly. 

Thefe obfervations, as far as they are well 
founded, will be of ufe when we read the ori¬ 
gin of evil, with the induftrious Commentator's 
annotations, wherein perhaps every folution 
of every difficulty will not be found altoge¬ 
ther fatisfa&ory. Our idea of infinity is but 
a negative one. We are foon loft in the con¬ 
templation of thofe attributes which are ex¬ 
erted through all fpace, and far beyond the 
moil comprehenfive thought. 

f Rom. ix. 20. * Ibid. ix. 17. 

Another 
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Another abufe of reafon is, when we en¬ 
deavour to ftate on what occafions and in what 
degree Providence interferes to controul the 
affairs of this world. We are only made ac¬ 
quainted with a general care and fuperinten* 
dance, except in fuch inftances as Revelation 
points out. That we ultimately owe every 
thing to the divine goodnefs, is a dodtrine as 
indisputable as it is encouraging; and that 
many events are brought about by an invifible 
agency, when all human power was either in- 
fufficient or exerted for a contrary purpofe, is 
and has been allowed by every good man as 
well as by every confcientious Chriftian : but 
of what is invifible it is needlefs to attempt a 
folution, fuch a one as can be eftablifhed upon 
no folid principles, and which may eventually 
encourage fpiritual pride and uncharitablenefs. 
Our Saviour pointed out inftances in thofe 
who were the objedts of Pilate’s cruelty, and in 
thofe upon whom the tower in Siloam fell. 
Many more may be found in the darker ages 
of the Church, many ftill occur among the 
ignorant and the unlearned. It is not granted 
us to diftinguilh in the mixed government of 
this world between punilhments and chaftife- 
ments. The credulity of the nation firft oc- 
cafioned thofe profane appeals to providence, 

which 
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which, though not formally prohibited by 
law, are become obfolete in practice. 

Beyond the general hope of aid and protec¬ 
tion we are not authorized to affimilate our- 
ielves to the Jewifti nation. Jehovah was their 
King, and vouchfafed to inftrudt, to rebuke and 
chaftife them by his prophets. 

* The hiftorian of certain voyages perplexed 
hitnfelf and his readers with a difquifition 
upon a particular providence, to which he was 
led by a defire of giving latisfadtion, where 
nothing can be found but uncertainty. Suffice 
it for us to know, that with prudence the moft 
adverfe events may be turned to our advantage, 
and that without it, the moft profperous will 
turn to our detriment. 

Another abufe of reafon is to be found in 
contemplating the great work of our redemp¬ 
tion. The common method of vindicating ' 
the gofpel is to argue a priori that as all men 
have Jinned and fallen jhort of the glory of God\ 
fo his mercy could not operate till his juftice 
was fatisficd; that an atonement was neceflary, 
that a fpotiefs atonement was neceftary, that 
* Hawkefowrth’s Preface. 

no 
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no one lefs than the incarnate Son of God 
could become fuch an atonement, and that 
his infinite perfections could alone render him 
an all-fufficient facrifice. But there is nothing 
in our natural ideas of juft ice, which can lead 
us tp the difcovery of vicarious punifhment* 
If we were allowed to reafon at all upon the 
fubjedt, we fhould be apt to conclude, that,, 
if any punifhment be required for the expiation 
of offences, fuch punifhment would be inflic¬ 
ted upon the offenders themfelves; that all 
men, like David, would be afflidted with fome 
temporal calamity, left they fhould be encou¬ 
raged in wickednefs themfelves, or left they 
fhould give occajion to the enemies of the Lord to 
blafpbeme. If we can aflign no fatisfadtory 
caufe why the guilty did not fuffer, much 
lefs can we explain, why our guilt fhould be 
transferred to the innocent. The dignity of 
the fufferer will be fo far from affifting our 
judgment, that the farther he was removed 
from the infirmities of humanity, the greater 
and the more unjuft his fuffering will appear. 
For though, as God, he could not fuffer, 
yet his emptying himfelf of his glory, his 
affumption of our flefh, his ready fubmifiion 
to every indignity that malice and perverfe- 
nefs could offer, muft affedt him in a degree 
infinitely beyond the common feelings of man. 

As 
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, As little can we reafon concerning the tim$ 
pf his appearance. Attempts have been made, 
whole volumes have been written, to prove 
that no other time could have been fo proper. 
This is far beyond our comprehenfion. We can 
fay from analogy that almoft every other blef- 
fing is or has been communicated gradually, 
that religion has had it’s infancy in common 
with individuals and with kingdoms, ancl 
that He, who knows our frailty, witholds 
jnany of his benefits, that we may learn to 
value them the more. But how different is 
this from an endeavour to demonftrate that an 
parlier period would have been lpfs fuitable or 
Jefs falutary ? And indeed who fhall explain 
to us why the poor Indian, why the deluded 
Pagan or Mahometan ftill remain in darknefs ? 
It can only be faid that their ignorance of 
other kinds is equal to their ignorance of reli- 
gion; and that their not having received it is 
no more an argument againft it, than againft 
a fuperior civil government, againft true found 
Philofophy, againft every better accommoda¬ 
tion of life. Are we preferred becaufe we arc 
better than they ? God forbid that we (hould 
think fo. The fame admonition which was 
given to the Jews, will be applicable to us. 
They were reminded that their fele&ion was 
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to no inherent merit in themfelves, but to 
the free and undeferved mercy of God. And 
St. Paul, 2 Tim. c. i. v. 9. fays that God hath 
faved us, and called us with an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to his own 
purpofe and grace, which was given us by Cbrijl 
'fejiis before the world began, but is now made 
manifefi by the appearing of our Saviour Jefus 
Chrifl. The fame is true of every advantage, 
indiredly fo of fuch as are the confequence of 
ouf own induftry. The power was God’s, the 
ufe of it only our own. They who complain 
that their truft was not larger, fhould firft ex¬ 
plain why it was fo large. They had no 
ftronger claim than the meaneft reptile, than 
the flocks and flones. * 

* On this very point Arnobius (lib. 2. adverfus Gentes) 
after having proved that the objection of novelty brought 
againft the Chriftian religion'is certainly very ftrong againft 
the Pagan (and by the way only intending the whole as argu- 
mcntum ad homines) concludes with thefe remarkable words, 
Quare, homines, abftinete quacftionibus vacuis impedire fpes 
veftras ; nec, li aliter quam vos putatis aliquid fe habet, vef- 
tris potius opinionibus credere, quam reidebetis auguftae. Vi- 
gent tempora pcriculis plena et exiciabiles imminent paena?; 
confugiamus ad falutarem Deum, nec rationemmuneris exiga- 
mus oblati. Cum de animarum agitur falute, ac de refpe&u 
noftri, aliquid et line ratione faciendum eft, ut Epi&etum dix- 
ilTe approbat Arrian us. Dubitamus, ambigemus, nec efte quod 
dicitur plenum fidei fufpicamur ; committamus nos Deo, nec 
plus apud nos valeat incredulitas noftra, quam illius nominis 
et potentise magnitudo: ne dum ipli nobis argumenta conqui- 
rimus, quibus efte videatur falfum id, quod efte noli m us atque 
abnutemus verum, obrepat dies extremus et inimicae mortis 
reperiamur in faucibus. 

Revelation 
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Revelation has taught us that Chrift is our 
jMediator and Interceffor. Amongft men, an 
advocate is engaged to ftate.circumftances ei¬ 
ther altogether unknown, or not fufijciently 
ponfidered or viewed in an unfavourable light 
}>y thofe who are appointed to hear and de¬ 
termine. How derogatory is eyery fuch idea 
from the Majefty of the Creator ? He difcerns 
at one view vyhatever may tend to palliate 
pur offences. Yet he has been pleafed to re- 
|>refent himfelf as prevailed upon by impor¬ 
tunity and perfeverance; he allowed the 
Priefts and .the Prophets tp offer up Applica¬ 
tions for the people, he hath commanded us 
to pray one for another. From analogy we 
can juftly urge, that in the mixed difpenfa- 
lion of things we perform mutual fervice j 
the innocent protedl the guilty, the righte¬ 
ous defend the wicked, the valiant die to fe- 
cnre thofe advantages which others muft en¬ 
joy, the wife and the upright do more good 
to their fellow creatures than to themfelves; 
in fhort, one fowetb and another reapeth. It 
will be anfwered perhaps, that this holds 
good merely in refpedt to temporal advanta¬ 
ges. It is true alfo in refpedt to fpiritual. 
jQur inftru&ion in the way of Godlinefs is 
pertainly not our own j the wholefome admo- 
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nition of a friend, when he fees us wander out 
of the way, is certainly adventitious and fre- 
quently fortuitous. Yet, by thefe means, we 
learn more perfectly and embrace more ea¬ 
gerly the terms of falvation. The arguments, 
therefore, again ft the mediation of Chrift, as 
well as againft theafliftanee of the Holy Ghoft, 
will in proportion, though infinitely lefs, be 
inconclufive againft the agency and inftrumen- 
tality of our fellow creatures. Why any thing* 
which is not the effedt of our own endeavours, 
Ihould contribute to our happinefs in another 
world, is matter of gratitude, not of vain 
curiofity, our convidtion of the fadt will be 
fufficient to eftablilh its propriety. An^idft 
difappointment therefore and forrow, amidfl 
temptation and every kind of wickednefs, we 
may rely upon the great Phyfician of our fouls, 
who will cure all our maladies, unlefs we 
counteradl his defigns. We may deceive our- 
felves, but he continueth faithful. 

It is another abufe of reafon to enter into 
a minute enquiry concerning the nature of the 
rewards and punifhments of another world. 
The general judgment is defcribed in the moil 
awful language of human judicatures j an ac¬ 
count is to be given, the Books are to be opened, 

and 
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and the Judge Jhall feparate the righteous from 
the wicked. The righteous Jhall Jhine as the 
brightnefs of the firmament , and the wicked Jhall 
be configned to everlafiing darknejs and fiames. 
All thefe delcriptions, with others which it 
is not neceflary to enumerate are intended, 
through the medium of the fenfes, to make 
an impreffion upon the mind; they fet forth 
the impartial juftice of our Creator and Re¬ 
deemer, they fet forth exquifite happinefs and 
exquifite mifery, of which nothing we fee or 
know can give us real conceptions. To give 
locality to the manfions of blifs and of mifery 
is faid to be unphilofophical. The reality of 
their exiftence is the only eflential point, which 
a Chriftian is bound to believe concerning 
them. The pains and the pleafures of the 
mind, even in this vale of mifery, can only 
be deferibed by fenfible ideas. But who ever 
contended that fuch ideas are adequate ? How 
then could it be cxpedted that any language 
Ihould exprefs the blifs or the wretchednefs 
of thofe, who fhall rife with new faculties 
and powers, to enjoy the one or to fuffer the 
other, to all eternity ? 

Concerning the intermediate ftate between 
death and judgment, it is another abufe of rea- 
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fon to make minute enquiry. All ydiiir irifor- 
tnation, (if fuch it can be called, where nd 
particular account is given or feems intended 
to be given) is drawn from the promife made 
to the h penitent thief, and from the declara¬ 
tion of .St. Paul, 1 ‘That to be with Chriji was 
far better for himfelf. And all the conclufion 
we can draw is fimply this ; that, after our 
diffolution, we (hall continue to exift, and 
that we may hope for fome portion of hap- 
pinefs immediately, 1 if our converfation have 
been fuch as becometh the Gofpel of Chrifi. But 
here our curiofity is checked; here have 
commenced thofe perplexing, embarraffing 
queftions concerning the fleep or the inter¬ 
mediate ftate of the foul, and from hence 
probably firft fprung the doftrine of purga¬ 
tory. To him, who is convinced that there ii 
ho work nor device in the grave , whither he is 
goingi it is a fufficient incitement to Religi¬ 
on, that the delires and inclinations he culti¬ 
vates in this world will follow him into the 
next, and whatfoever he foweth that fall he 
alfo reap. 

Another abufe of reafon has been to at¬ 
tempt an expofition of the Do&rine of the 

h Luke xxiii. 1 Phil. i. j Phil* L 2^. 
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‘Trinity, by companions and familiar illuf- 
trations. Perhaps we thall be reminded k of 
the three that bear witnefs in earth, the fpirit, 
the water, and the blood: as compared with. 
the three that bear witnefs in heaven . 

Here this fimilarity is not a fimilarity of 
nature, but of certain and concurring evi¬ 
dence. It was the error of the primitive Fa¬ 
thers to imagine that they could render the 
dodtrine intelligible by familiar inftances* 
fuch as rays of light ifluing from the fun, 
and torches lighted, without diminithing the 
iburce. In the darker ages,men proceeded to the 
grofleft degree of ignorance by exhibiting this ' 
myflery in vifible reprefentations. Well might 
the Almighty have remonftrated in the lan¬ 
guage of the prophet. 1 To whom will ye liken 
me, and make me equal, and compare me, that 
ipe may be like ? Every true friend of religi¬ 
on withes that much lets had been faid, that 
much lefs reafoning had been employed, up¬ 
on the fubjeft $ that it had been ditcufled with 
humility, and without refinement j much tu¬ 
mult and ditlra&ion would have been prevent¬ 
ed in the early ages of the Church, much al¬ 
tercation would have been prevented in later 

k r John. v. 1 If *lyS. j. 
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times. The attention of men would havd 
been turned more upon the practical than the 
fpeculative parts of religion, and by lefs de¬ 
putation they would have become more feri- 1 
oufly and truly devout. 

Thd laft abufe of reafon, which it feems 
riecefiary to point out, is in the dodtrine of 
Predeftination and Election. A future oppor¬ 
tunity will be taken to prove, that in the 
Calviniftical fenfe of the words, neither our 
Saviour nor his Apoftles inculcated any fuch 
thing. In the mean time, if we begin to rea¬ 
fon, we fhall never be able to explain, why 
theAlmighty fhould give exigence to any crea¬ 
ture, who. He forefaw, would be miferable to 
all eternity, let the caufe of that mifery be 
what it may. If we proceed, every ftep will 
but the more bewilder us: we fhall conclude 
againft the eternity of future punifhments* 
dr, with the Poet, we fhall find out a tempo¬ 
rary ftate of fuffering, or, with the Romanift* 
Have recourfe to a purgatory. Thus we fhall 
weaken the force of thofe threats which pre- 
fent to the finner <2 worm that never dies, and a 
fire that Jhall never be quenched. If we imagine 
ourfelves in the number of the eledt, we fhall 
prefume 3 if in the number of the reprobate* 

we 
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tye (hall defpair j but the Lord is in his holy Tem¬ 
plet beholding the evil and the good, let all the 
Earth keep Jilence before him . 

Many other abufes of reafon might have 
been enumerated, but having adverted to fuch 
as feemed moil fatal to the real interefl of re¬ 
ligion, we (hall perhaps be the more fully pre¬ 
pared and the more properly armed for its de¬ 
fence j we lhall in fome degree have adjufted 
the previous conditions and the legitimate 
mode of contention; we fhall be cautious how 
we engage upon untenable ground, with un¬ 
lawful, inefficient, unwieldy or- untra&able 
weapons; we fhall be fober minded, cool, col¬ 
lected, we fhall facrifice no folid good to fpe- 
cious advantages j and may the Lord of Hofts 
himfelf, who flilleth the raging of the fea, 
who filleth alfo the madnefs of the people, guide us 
with his counfel, and lead us on to conqueft and 
unfpeakable glory, through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord, to whom with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoft, be all honour and praife now and for¬ 
evermore. 
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PSALM CXIX. 130. 

iTitE ENTRANCE OF THY WORDS GIVETH 
LIGHT: IT GIVETH UNDERSTANDING 
UNTO THE SIMPLE. 

I N all our religious enquiries, it is of the 
utmoft moment previoufly to afcertain the 
nature and weight of that authority, to which 
we make our appeal. And as the facred wri¬ 
ters poffefs the greateft, it is natural to begin 
With them. The fubjed of infpiration has 
been frequently handled; it is intended in 
the following difcourfe to anfwer objedions 
as they lie fcattered in various authors, whe¬ 
ther open enemies or pretended friends, to 
obviate or prevent mifconftrudions and mis¬ 
takes. The variety of matter is difficult to 
be arranged in a particular method and in due 
regularity. 

On 
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On this occafion, as on many others, we 
fhall find caufe to rejedt the argument, aprfori. 
For any thing we can prove to the contrary, 
the Almighty might have withheld part of the 
information he hath been pleafed to grant, 
or he might have added more. Suffice it for 
us to acknowledge with gratitude that he hath 
made ample provifion for all our fpiritual 
wants and infirmities, and that his Glory is 
beft confulted when we confult our own real 
intereft and happinefs. 

Perhaps no propofition can be more indis¬ 
putable, than that if the facred writers aflum- 
ed a charadter which did not belong to them* 
if they obtruded upon men their own opinions 
for divine truths, they muft be deemed moil 
fhamelefs hypocrites. No plea of policy or 
temporary expediency could juftify fuch a 
condudt. Solemn invocations and Solemn ap¬ 
peals to Heaven, declarations of being not 
only inftrudted what to l’peak, which was 
frequently the adt of God, but of being com¬ 
manded under the fevereft penalties adtually 
to fpeak, would amount to nothing fhort of 
blafphemy. But the facred writers, who dif- 
dain falfe praife, who, with a dignity of mind 
unknown to other writers, record their own. 

failings* 
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failings, defeats and mifcarriages, which they 
neither attempt to defend nor to palliate, are 
free from' the very fhadow of fuch an impu?> 
tation. And as it was clear from the begin¬ 
ning of the world how liable even miracles 
themfelves were to be imitated or counterfeir 
ted, Mofes eftablifhed the certainty of his 
million by a compleat victory over the magi¬ 
cians. 

Various have been the interpretations of 
the word Prophet and its correfponding terms 
in other languages. We are at prefent only 
concerned to examine the pretenfions of thofe, 
who were, according to our belief, delegated 
to inftrudt or reprove the men of their own 
age, and to foretel what fhould happen in 
future periods. Dreadful were the denuncia¬ 
tions againft fuch as, fhould falfely pretend to 
a divine commiflion. * The Prophet which Jhall 
prefume a word in my name , which 1 have com¬ 
manded him not to Jpeak , or that Jhall /peak in 
the name of other Gods , even that Prophet Jhall 
die. Then is fubjoined the proper teft of a 
Prophet. If thou Jhalt fay in thine heart , bow 
Jhall we know the word which the Lord hath not 
fpoken ? When a Prophet Jpeaketh in the name 

* Dqut, xviii. 
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<f the Lord, if the thing follow not nor come to 
pafs, that is the thing which the Lord hath not 
fpoken, hut the Prophet hath fpoken it prefump- 
tuoujly. Thou Jbqlt not he afraid of him. The 
teft then of the veracity of a Prophet was to 
depend upon fomething to be performed or 
fome event to be foretold, which fhould have 
an immediate accomplishment. For as the 
Almighty never afforded to men very large 
information concerning diftant times and 
tranfa&ions, and as the truth of what was 
foretold could not be known till its accom¬ 
plishment, fome other proof was required tq 
•enforce belief with contemporary people. 


Another paffage in b Deuteronomy fqppo- 
fcs a poffibility of dreaming a dream, or of 
giving a fign or a wonder with a bad intention. 
The nature of the dream, of the fign or won¬ 
der is not explained, and the dreamer or 
worker of miracles was to be judged of by 
the tendency of his inftru&ions. If the fign or 
the wonder come to pafs, whereof he fpake unto 
thee, faying, let us go after other Gods, which 
thou hajl not known, and let us ferve them. Thou 
Jhalt not hearken unto the words of that Prophet 
or that dreamer of dreams, for the Lord your 

b Chap. xiii. 
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God proveth you, fuffers this kind of tempta? 
tion now and then to be placed before you, 
to know whether ye love the Lord your God 
i with all your heart and with all your foul. The 
reception of fuch perfons, therefore, was to 
depend upon the nature of their inftrudtions 
as well as upon their miracles. Even extraor¬ 
dinary gifts might be perverted to the dififio- 
nour of him, who beftowed them. 

It is a point not fufficiently attended to, 
that in the early ages of the world, revelations 
from heaven were more frequent; and though 
as much of thefe revelations as will be neccf- 
fary to confirm our faith have come down to 
us, yet were there many Prophets befides them 
whofe names and whofe writings are known 
to us. In this defcription we need not include 
the Ions of the Prophets, who feem more to 
have refembled a body of literary perfons, dcr 
voted to the ftudy of religion and the advance¬ 
ment of piety. 

Similar communications feem to have been 
vouchfafed in the early ages of the Chriftian 
Church. We (hall perhaps incur the impu¬ 
tation of credulity, if we believe all the pro¬ 
phecies and all the miracles recorded by the 
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firft Ecclefiaftical hiftorians. Yet the decla* 
rations of St. Paul concerning, the gifts of the 
fpirit granted to Chriftians, in various degrees 
and for various purpofes, will not allow any 
reafonable perfon to doubt that fuch gifts were 
granted in great abundance for the confirma¬ 
tion of the truth, and in condefcenfion to the 
peculiar wants and infirmities of an Infant 
Church. And fo fully and clearly are they 
diftinguilhed from the ordinary gifts and gra¬ 
ces, after which all Chriftian6 in all ages are 
commanded to afpire, that every attempt to 
explain them away is -as unfuccefsful in the 
execution, as it is dangerous and mifchievojus 
in the intention. 

Of the prophetic^ fpirit of David many 
doubts feem to be entertained. The paflages 
quoted in the New Teflament from the Pfalms 
are fuppofed to be adduced by miftake, or by 
a kind of pious fraud, or a mere compliance 
with popular prejudice. Let him who is con T 
fcious of a weak caufe have recourfe to fuch 
methods: a confcientious advocate for Chrif- 
tianity difdains artifice. 

David’s claim to the gift of prophecy is not 
fo ealily deftroyed. There is fom?tbing truly 

interefting 
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interefting in his whole hiftory ; his character 
and his deliination have been a frequent fub- 
jedt of difcuflion. It is requifite for us to en* 
quire whether fome of his pfalms be not pro* 
phetical, becaufe, as many of them as are fuch 
will internally prove infpiration. Were they 
what our Saviour and his Apoftles have repre- 
fented them, full of predictions concerning 
the Mcfiiah, we are defired to explain, why 
no intimation is given, no exordium to be 
found, which might become a key to the 
proper interpretation. This, we are farther 
reminded, is fo far from being the cafe, that 
nothing can be fonnd therein which may not 
be applied to other circumftances and events; 
and for what can be proved to the contrary, 
Pindar and Horace, who in the Pagan fen fa 
of the word, were infpired, may have as good 
and indifputable a claim to infpiration as Da¬ 
vid himfelf. The boldnefs offcriptural tropes 
and figures, allegories and fimilitudes, may be 
infilled upon, as they are now and- then to 
ferve particular purpofes, in order to account 
for fo much amplification. 

With a learned Prelate, whofis Freledlions 
throw light on every topick which comes 
under his contemplation, to whom the Cri- 
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tick and the Divine are equally indebted, we 
mud ever acknowledge, that there is great 
danger left diftance of time and difadvantage 
of fituation fhould difable us from feeing 
clearly the fenfe and the beauties of the * He¬ 
brew poetry, or left we fhould judge of it by 
our own. Notwithftanding this difficulty, it 
will give every true friend of religion real fa- 
tisfadtion to find that the legitimate rules of 
criticifm will juflify the conftrudtion com¬ 
monly put upon the numerous pfalms relating 
to our Saviour; that if prefent incidents are 
at all alluded to, they are alluded to in expref- 
fions which have a farther meaning, and that 
the mpft diftant event is moftliterally deferibed. 
To Ifrael, to Sion, to Jerufalem throughout 
the *f* prophetick writings, are oppofed in the 
allegorical as well as in the proper fenfe, the 
Aftyrians, Babylon, Egypt, Idumaea. And 
if thefe obfervations be juft, the ufual inter¬ 
pretations of the fecond, the feventy-fecond, 
and other pfalms, will no longer be imputed 
to the reveries of Myfticifm, but will be eafy 
and natural. The faftidiouscritick may remind 
us that convulfions of ftate are deferibed un¬ 
der the idea of darknefs in the Heavens, and a 
returning chaos; and that all the imagery far 
* Bp. LowthPrasl. j. t Pnel. n. 
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exceeds the boldnefs of weftern imagery: he 
may proceed to afk us, if amplification pre¬ 
vail. on fome occafions, why not on others ? 
To which we may anfwer, that an obvious 
diftin&ion fubfifts between figurative,and Am¬ 
ple language. In the abovementioned pfalms, 
we have-no tropes nor figures: all is eafy and 
unadorned: David and Solomon are, by our 
own fuppofition, no farther figurative cha¬ 
racters, than, as every illuftrious anceftor re¬ 
prefen ts an illuftrious defendant, and in whom 
hehimfelf, in common language, is faid after¬ 
wards to exift. Nor is the propriety of fuch 
language affected by difference of rank and 
dignity. It is this very difference that jufti- 
fiee our interpretation. 


. With the 1 great event of Chrift’s manifefta- 
tion.fo many paffages are connected; there are 
fo many promifes of eftablifhing the throne of' 
David from generation to generation, and for 
ever* that it were as fuperfluous, as .it is end- • 
lefs, to reoite them. David declares that in ' 
the perfon of Chrift he fhall rife again: of 
himfclf, c St. Peter inconteftably proves, that 
fuch a declaration could not be true. Thou 
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w,tip fiqt leave my foul in bell, neither "wilt thou 
fuffer {by Holy One to fee corruption . What a 
forced conftrudipn would it be to apply this, 
to aoy temporal di ft refs ? How does it appear 
that David laboured under any at that time ? 
throughout the whole pfalm he rejoices in 
his prolperity: the tranfition from prefent to 
future blefljngs is eafy and natural; a tranfiti- 
on to that refurredion by which Chrift hath 
palled through the gates of everlahing life, 
and hath opened them to us. 

The hundred and tenth pfalm is quoted by 
our Saviour, and fo little were the Phariifees 
abje to explain the firft verfe, that from that 
day forth none durjl afk him any more quejlions . 
It has been infinuated that our Lord’s inten¬ 
tion was rather to perplex, than to inform. 
This is a mere fuggeftion of fancy; nor is 
there a fingle expreffion calculated to counte¬ 
nance fuch a conftrudion. If we Ihould be 
referred to the two paflages, wherein our di- 
vipp Mailer filenced his oppofers, one relat¬ 
ing to the million of St. John the Baptift, 
the other to the payment of tribute, the ar¬ 
gumentation in each is folid and unanfwer- 
able. If the fear of the people, or the con- 
fcioufnefs of fecret treachery, either terrified or 
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fliamed them into filence, let this be no de¬ 
rogation from the dignity of our bleflcd Lord j 
let it not diminish the real importance of hi* 
inftrudtions. The hundred and tenth pfalni, 
unlefs applied to the Mcffiah, will be full of 
real difficulty. The dew of thy birth is of the 
womb of the morning is well explained: * “ The 
“ dew of thy offspring will exceed in fecun- 
** dity the dew of the morning.” How beau¬ 
tifully does the pfalmift here exprefs the great, 
the fpeedy, and yet gentle increafeof the Mef- 
fiah’s kingdom ? The worfhip of Chrift feems 
to be foretold in the former part of the verfe: 
i In the day of thy power fall the people offer 
thee free-will offerings , with an holy worfhip, or, 
thy people fhall be liberal in the day of thy 
power in holy honours, borrowing the er- 
preffion from the Jewifh oblation. The gof- 
pel difpenfafion alone clearly and incontefta- 
bly proved him an objedt of worfhip, and ad¬ 
ditional motives of gratitude fender him in a 
peculiar manner, the Lord our God. David 
in his laft moments declared his own faith and 
flrengthened ours. * The Spirit of the Lordfake 
by me, and bis Word was in my tongue. The God 
of Ifraelfaid, the Rock of Ifraelfpake to me, he 
that ruleth over man mujl be jujl, ruling in the 

* Prfcl. 10. 4 V. 3. 9 2 Sam. xxiii. 
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fear of God. And Joe Jhall be as the light of the 
morning, when the fun rifeth, even a morning 
i without clouds •, as the tender grafs fpringing out 
of the earth by clear Jhining after rain. Al¬ 
though my houfe be not fo with God, yet he hath 
made with me an everlafing covenant, ordered 
in all things andfure : for this is all my falva- 
tion, and all my dejire, although he maketh it not 
to grow , that is, although he have not yet 
caufed the branch to bud, although this great 
event, which is the fure caufe of joy and 
thankfgiving to me, be at fome diftance. 

That the idea of a double meaning in fome 
paffages may not be thought altogether fanci¬ 
ful, we fhould do well to recoiled, that among 
the Latin poets, who never foared into the 
regions of imagination with the fublimity of 
eaftern poetry, there are many paffages which 
have a hidden import beyond the literal mean¬ 
ing. Indired praife, and indired cenfure, 
moral and religious inftrudion are frequently 
conveyed by fuch methods, more familiar per¬ 
haps to contemporaries than to fucceeding 
ages, but having fufficient marks and indica¬ 
tions to be underftood by the intelligent and 
attentive. And when it is remembered, that 
no prophecies were intended to be delivered 
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with the fullnefs of hiftorical evidence, we 
ihall perhaps be the lefs furprized that the 
real meaning requires very careful inveftiga- 
tion. 

Juftin Martyr faw clearly that the fcventy- 
fecond pfalm could not with propriety be ap¬ 
plied to Solomon, whofe melancholy apoftafy 
he expofes. He likewife applies the twenty- 
fourth, the forty-fifth, and the ninety-eighth 
pfalms to the Meffiah, without offering the 
leaft violence to any of them. 

The Song of Solomon alfo, upon the prin¬ 
ciples of juft criticifm, may be fuppofed to 
defcribe the union between Chrift and his 
Church. As marriage is the moft facred 
union among men, fo the writers of the Old 
Teftament ufe it figuratively concerning the 
Jewifh Church, and St. Paul transfers it to the 

Chriftian. Hence likewife. Idolatry, to excite 

0 

the greateft abhorrence, is called adultery. 
Solomon therefore will be ranked amongft the 
Prophets, and, as far as he was a Prophet, 
muft confeflTedly have been infpired. 

Whether, as hath been infinuated, great 
wifdom joined with long experience could 
have produced a collection of ufeful precepts 
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and maxims, equal to that which is found ill 
the book of Proverbs and Ecclefiaftes, is a 
point which opinion alone cannot determine. 
The full proof mud be derived from fcripture. 
And yet, by the way, let them give us one 
indance of any one perfon, however celebra¬ 
ted for wifdom, who has communicated to. 
mankind fentiments unmixed with error, and 
free from every mark of human, infirmity. 
Nor is this meant of the darker ages only* or 
of the ages of heathenifm, and fuperftition. 
It is meant of the mod; enlightened j it is. 
applicable to many Chriftians. In Solomon 
we fee no love of novelty, no love of Angula¬ 
rity feducing him from the direft path of true 
wifdom and found judgment. We fee no at¬ 
tempt to dazzle or to adonifh * no adven- 
tious, no gaudy decorations of language. 
Every admonition, and every maxim finds a 
ready way to the heart, arid will bear the ted 
of the drifted examination; which examina¬ 
tion, indead of pointing out defefts, will pre- 
fent new beauties, will command increafing 
and folid praife. 

When the infpiration of the facred wri¬ 
ters is once deemed partial, it is ea Cy to 
elude the force of any portion, or paflage, 

which 
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which a fanciful critick may deem abfurd of 
ill founded. Thus the whole ftory of the 
Fall of Man may pafs for one 6f thofe fables* 
with which the hiftory of remote times ge¬ 
nerally Commences. To ftrengthen fuch an 
opinion* it is added, that the ferpent’s eating 
daft is now known to be a vulgar error. But 
a very little attention will convince us, that 
Mofes, not intending to give a natural hif¬ 
tory, hereby points out a ftate of the moft 
abjeCt humiliation. Befides the figurative 
meaning of the whole fentence palled upon 
the ferpent, he was to remain, in his appear¬ 
ance, in his mode of fubfiftence, and his hof- 
tiKty to man, a perpetual monument of the 
bafenefs of feducing others to fin. Man, and 
Woman, Heaven, and Earth, were all deftined 
to carry the melancholy but ftriking proofs 
of the fatality of the firft tranfgreflion. In 
this firft great change, man was reminded for 
the future, that* in proportion as be abided the 
powers, and the blcffings, with which he 
fhoold be entrufted, they would be gradually 
withdrawn, or diminished. The fimilarity of 
the golden age of the poets, to the time of 
man’s innocence, only proves that the heathen 
fables were many of them borrowed from the 
records of truth. 

To 
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To feparate the fubftantial from the ima¬ 
ginary evidence of types and figures, it feems 
requisite to acknowledge, that Jofeph is by 
no legitimate rule of interpretation a type of 
Chrift. He is recorded as an example of fi¬ 
lial and fraternal affedtion, of prudence, inte¬ 
grity, patience and forgivenefs, of unjuft re¬ 
proach crowned with merited honour j as an 
inftrument in the hand of the Almighty for 
the prefervation of a whole kingdom, even 
of thofe who had fought his life. It is eafy 
to trace out inftances of refemblance between 
him and our bleffed Saviour: fimilaroccafions 
call for the exercife of fimilar virtues. But 
no terms are ufed above the account of the 
real fadt, no additional colouring is brought 
forward, by which we may be led from the 
contemplation of what is nearer, to the con¬ 
templation of fomething more remote. How 
different is the hiftory of Sarah and Hagar ? 
The whole tranfadion was intended to pre¬ 
figure, firft, the calling of the Ifraelites, and 
the exclufion of the Gentiles from the Jewifh 
difpenfation ; and afterwards, when in com¬ 
panion of the Chriftian Church, the Jewifh 
eftablifhment is a ftate of bondage, Hagar 
anfwers to Jerufalem, and the Chriftians are 
the genuine offspring of Sarah. Thus what 
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might have appeared an inftance of unparal¬ 
leled cruelty and injuftice in the Father of the 
Faithful, is found to be fertile with inftruc- 
tion, both under the Mofaic and the Gofpel 
Covenant. f After a temporary diftrefs, Ha- 
gar is received under the protection of Provi¬ 
dence. Her fon, after marrying a wife from 
Egypt, the common emblem of heathenifm 
and barbarity, becomes the father of a great 
nation. 

The meaneft capacity may find, in the 
hiftory of the Ifraelites, a pointed analogy to 
the Chriftian difpenfation. Their fojourning 
in Egypt, their being allowed to make to 
thcmfelves friends of the mammon of un- 
righteoufnefs, their journey through the 
wildernefs, their tabernacle, their priefthood, 
their polity, their religious rites and ceremo¬ 
nies-, have a folid foundation in the morality 
and dodtrines of Chriftianity. Of the mora¬ 
lity they were put in immediate poffeffion, 
though they corrupted it, but the doCtrines 
were only revealed in part, 'till the Sun of righ - 
teoufnefs arofe, .1with healing in his wings, to re¬ 
medy all the corruptions both of faith and 
practice. Let any impartial difpafiionate en- 

1 Gen. xxi. 
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qiiirer take a view of the argument collective¬ 
ly. Let him contemplate a people rifing from 
foiall beginnings, whrofe anceftor againjl hope 
believed, in hope ; let him view them increas¬ 
ing and flourishing in defiance of opposition j 
let him confider them as continually trained 
op and prepared for that great event, which, 
however beneficial to the reft of mankind, 
was to be their peculiar glory, was to refledt 
luftre on that which had been obfcure from 
the perverfenefs of man, and was to bring 
honour to thofe institutions, which had been 
looked upon by the world at large with con¬ 
tempt and difdain; he will foon difcover, 
that the legislator of Ifrael muft have been to¬ 
tally unequal to fuch a tafk, by the mere ex¬ 
ertion of his own powers. Much lefs would 
fuch exertion have enabled him to foretel 
what Should come to pafs in diftant times. 
Were his hiftory a compilation of onintereft- 
ing tranfadtions, merely calculated for arnufe- 
ment, we might fuppofe him, like other his¬ 
torians, left to tradition, conjedture, orimper- 
fedt records. But the Chriftan fcheme be¬ 
gins with the firft trafgreflion. The refur- 
redtion of the body is exemplified by the af- 
fumption of Enoch into Heaven. The devas¬ 
tation of the flood, the confufion of tongues, 
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the deftrudion of Sodom and Gomorrah, are 
melancholy memorials of human wickednefs. 
Mofes was learned in all the wifdom of the 
Egyptians, had as much human knowledge as 
the world then afforded, and entered upon his 
important charge with diffidence ind reluctance* 
Leaving, for a moment, the aid of infpiration 
out of the account, we may fuppofe his cre¬ 
dulity was lefs, in proportion as his learning 
was greater) and that he was in fomewhat 
higher probability of obtaining an authentick 
account, of the Fall of Man, than thofe who 
live above three thoufand years later. 

The confeqences of it are as reconcileable 
with the juftice of God, as any other hereditary 
calamities) calamities, which however griev- 
ous,hold out perpetual motives to temperance, 
to induftry, to integrity) that pofterity may not 
fuffer from our mifeondudt) that our example 
may not propagate vice to remote generations. 
And ,are not all thofe countries, in which 
Chrift, though once preached, has long ceaf- 
ed to be known, melancholy proofs, that in 
fpiritual, as well as in temporal advantages, the 
folly and the obiftinacy of an anceftor (hall 
extend their fatal effedts to his defeendants? 
The minute enquiries concerning original fin, 
it is abfurd to defend: Scripture only war¬ 
rants 


Digitized by Google 



46 SERMON II. 

rants us to maintain an innate and an inhe¬ 
rent corruption. 

The writings of infidels are replete with 
objections againft the hiftory of the Jews. 
Their injuftice to the Egyptians, their ex¬ 
tirpation of the people, whofe lands they 
were deftined to poflefs, their various rebel¬ 
lions againft the Almighty, are all brought 
forward to arraign the divine difpenfations. 
Were their hiftory calculated in reality to in¬ 
culcate improper notions of God’s juftice, 
its authenticity would be difputable, its uti¬ 
lity would vanifh j inftead of inftruCting it 
would miilead; and all fucceeding conquer¬ 
ors might juftify every degree of cruelty, un¬ 
der the fanCtion of this com million, to the 
Ifraelites. The Lord of the Univerfe can give 
what power he pleafes over the lives and the 
property of his creatures. The fpoiling of 
the Egyptians was a punilhment inflicted by 
the hands and for the benefit of the people, 
whom they had opprefled, and by whofe la¬ 
bour they had accumulated great riches. The 
extirpation of the Canaanites was the punilh¬ 
ment of invincible wickednefs, in inflicting 
which the conquerors were taught, not to de¬ 
light in blood, not to value themfelves on any 
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imagined fuperiority of goodnefs, but to 
weigh well the confequences of univerfal de¬ 
pravity. If ambition, if avarice, if cruelty 
have perverted this part of the hiftory to bad 
purpofes, an account of fuch perverfioji will 
one day Hbe required. 

/ 

With equal abfurdity, and with equal de¬ 
fire to difparage the authority of holy writ, 
particular examples, recommended to our imi¬ 
tation, have been the fubjett of cavil or invec¬ 
tive. 6 Be ye followers of me, as I am of Chrift, 
fays the Apoftle. We are to imitate them as 
far as they are worthy of imitation. The man 
after God’s own heart was punifhed for his 
complicated crime, h left the enemies of the Lord 
Jhould blafpheme ; left they fliould draw impro¬ 
per conclufions in favour of fin, or in accufa- 
tion of Providence. But fuppofe no fuch pu- 
nifhment had been in flitted, or the hiftorian 
had been filent. Could any Ifraelite, much 
more could any Chriftian have doubted ? Is 
the impofture of Rebecca and Jacob lefs .fla¬ 
grant, becaufe the Ample fatt is recorded ? 
A very flight attention to the fucceeding part 
of Jacob’s hiftory will convince us, that he 
himfelf was harrafled by fraud and chicanery 

* i Cor. xi. I, h 2 Sam. xii. 
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under Laban, and that he underwent long and 
dreadful apprehenfions from the refentment 
of a brother, whom he had twice fupplant- 
ed. When principles of morality are clearly 
afcertained, it is eafy to draw the moral, with¬ 
out the afiiftance of the hidorian. Upon 
many occafions, a reader does not with that 
his judgment lhould either be doubted or an-e 
tkipatcd. 

It is a dangerous doctrine, which fonoe of 
our former friends have advanced, that, 
though fcripture in general may be infpired, 
yet there are feme padages in which the fa- 
ered writers have been left to themfelves, 
have given way to ignorance and infirmity, 
and have uttered fomething abfurd and un- 
chriftian. The imprecations of the pfalme 
are the firft and moil obvious indances. Thefe 
have been proved upon the bed authority to. 
be predictions only. And if any, concurring 
with our tranfiators, will not or cannot be 
convinced of this, let them confider, that a 
prophet may be authorized in his public cha- 
ra&cr, to denounce or to pray for, thofe divine 
judgments, which, in a private capacity, n& 
human being ought to wiih for. The kind 
and forgiving temper of David, when left to 
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the operation of his own mind, is fufHci- 
ently exemplified throughout his whole hif- 
tory. 

The curfes of Job amount to nothing 
more than emphatical and energetick com¬ 
plaint under misfortunes; they, who are ad¬ 
vocates for’ the reality of Job’s exigence, ac¬ 
knowledge that the book itfelf is dramati¬ 
cal, wherein the hero is reprefented not as a 
Stoick, but with all th® feelings of man, ftill 
retaining his integrity, and fled fail: in his hope. 

Elijah prayed that God would take away, 
his life. He confidered it as a felicity to be 
delivered from a crooked and perverfe genera¬ 
tion i he fuppofed that his power of doing good 
hadceafed; he wifhed to fink into oblivion 
with his fathers, as he did not think himfelf 
better than they were. Such prayers, however 
exprefied, arc conditional; the prophet was 
Hill refigncd to his will, in whofe hands are 
the ijfues of life and death. 

The conclufion of the twentieth chapter of 
Jeremiah has the mofl objectionable afpedt. 
If we confider it as a real imprecation, or as a 
prediction, we cannot give a very rational ac- 
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count of it j as a fpecimen of- poetical ima¬ 
gery and exaggeration, it can alone be recon¬ 
ciled with our juft notions of infpiration. 
The calamities mentioned are temporal, and 
the fuppofed objedt probably did not exift; 
in fadt, he feems an imaginary charadter, 
brought forward to heighten the melancholy 
defcription. 

Having examined fome of the material ob- 
jedtions againft infpiration, let us now fee what 
the infpired writers teftifyof themfelves. The 
well known paflage in 2 Tim. c. iii. v. 16. in¬ 
forms us, that allfcripture is given by infpira¬ 
tion of God. This is plain, full, and fatisfac- 
tory. No various reading is offered to elude 
the force of the aflertion. It muft be con- 
clufive concerning books then extant. If it 
be faid, that St. Paul did not include his 
own epiftles, we have other proofs for the 
infpiration of them. The following pafiages 
will prove the point: He therefore that 
defpifeth, defpifeth not man, but God, who hath 
alfo given unto us bis holy fpirit. Ye know what 
commandment we gave you by the Lord fefus. 
For this caufe alfo thank we God without ceaf- 
ing, becaufe when ye received the word of God, 
which ye beard of us, ye received it hot as the 
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word of man, but as it is in truth the word of 
God, which ejfeSlually worketh alfo in you that 
believe. Our gofpel came not unto you in word 
only, but aljb in power, and in the Holy Ghofi, 
and in much ajfurance, or, as it may be ren¬ 
dered, with power, and with the Holy Ghoft, 
and with full evidence, the truth of, it be¬ 
ing confirmed by every proof that truth can 
have. —We have received not the fpirit of the 
world, but the fpirit which is of God, that we 
might know the things which are freely given 
us of God. Which things alfo we [peak, not in the 
words which mans wifdom teacbetb, but which 
the Holy Ghejl teacheth , comparing Jpiritual 
things with fpiritual. I certify you , brethren, 
that the Gofpel, which was preached of me is 
not after man. For I neither received it of man, 
neither was I taught it but by the revelation of 
yefus Cbrijl. Nor do the folemn appeals made 
to the Almighty for the truth of what he 
fays, at all invalidate this idea of infpiration. 
They are intended to make a fironger and a 
more lafting impreffion. The Almighty is 
laid in fcripture to fwear by himfelf. Is this 
aecefiary to the performance of his promifes, 
or to the certainty of his declarationsi It is a 
condefcenfion to human infirmity, and a com¬ 
pliance with human cuftoms: it is a momen- 
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tous admonition of his juft ice, faith fulnefs- 
and truth. Similar to which is the defign of 
adminiftering oaths one to another. The wit- 
nefs of our thoughts, words and adtions, is 
always prefent with us, and care is taken that 
he may not be abfent from our remembrance. 

There were indeed particular cafes of tem¬ 
porary convenience or expediency, in which 
the apoftle gives his own advice and opinion, 
without that plenary authority from God, 
which was confined to matters of greater im¬ 
portance. The cafes themfelves fufficiently 
explain the reafon of this, and may teach 
Chriftians in general not to confound fubor- 
dinate duties with fuch as are binding in 
all ages, and under all circumftances. Of 
the degree of convidtion, with which St. 
Paul delivers his fentiments on thefe fubjedts, 
it is not necelTary to decide with precifion. 
He fpeaks as one who had obtained mercy of 
the Lord to be faithful, as one. who conceives 
that he fhould be extremely ungrateful to the 
bifhop of our fouls, if he did not always con- 
fult the true intereft of the Church. See 
I Cor. vii. 2 Cor. viii. 

But fhould we for a moment fuppofe that 
St. Paul and the other Apoflles did not fpeak 
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by the immediate guidance of the Spirit, it 
will not therefore follow, that their opinions, 
as mere men, Ihould be lefs conclufive than 
the opinions of fuch as call them in queflion. 
The Apoftle of the Gentiles had a vigorous and 
comprehenlive mind: he was acquainted with 
all the comments and all the refinements up¬ 
on the law : he was converfant with the Gre¬ 
cian poets and with the Grecian cuftoms; he 
underftood their philofophy. He was not 
liable to the charge of credulity, for his pre¬ 
judices had turned the contrary way. Under 
fuch circumftances a fober minded critick 
would not haftily charge him with error and 
fophiftry, with a mifconftru&ion of prophe¬ 
cies, or an improper application of them. 
Much lefs would he fuppofe that an epiftle, 
which is to be confidered as the model of our 
argumentation with the Jews, ihould be fo 
figurative as to have types without anti¬ 
types, ihadows without correfponding fub- 
ftance, mentioning facrifices without any fo- 
lid meaning, but to beguile rooted prepofi'ef- 
lion into compliance, and reducing the Saviour 
of the world to the quality of a mere mar¬ 
tyr and a mere man. But what miferable fub- 
terfuges will not fome have recourfe to, when 
a pafiage, quoted in the firft chapter from the 
D 3 hundred 
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hundred and fecond pfalm, aflerting the divi-i 
nity pf Chrift, and the creation of the world 
by him, ffiall be placed in a parenthefis or be 
deemed a digreffion. 

Of the prophecies and expreffions quoted 
from the Old Teftament in the New, fome 
are adduced in direct proof, fome by way of 
accommodation. Yet perhaps this accommo¬ 
dation is lefs frequent than is generally fuppo- 
fed. It is doubted by an eminent and a very 
diffident critick, whether the fecond pfalm 
has any reference at all to David.* And it 
may alfo be doubted, whether the prophecy 
applied to the children in Bethlehem, and that 
applied to Judas in the adts, were not defigned 
to foretel each of thofe horrid crimes. 

The induftry of the learned has proved to 
us that pafiages are quoted in fubftance, but 
not always in words,-}- that they are quoted 
from the tranflation of the Septuagint, and 
that every attempt to fettle an exadl agreement 
mull be unfuccefsful, for no collation of MSS 
will bring about what never fubfifted nor was 

• See Merrick on the Pfalms. 

-f- See Dr. Randolph’s preface to his edition of pafiages quo¬ 
ted from the Old Tefiament in the New, 
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ever intended* Little minds will qavil at lit¬ 
tle variations, adting in literature as. in com¬ 
mon life, attending to minuter circumftances 
and relinquifhing folid advantages. Verbal 
criticifm, confined within due bounds, has 
many Angular'ufes; but no part of human 
knowledge has betrayed men into greater 
fubtleties and more unneceflary refinements. 

To difcufs the whole fubjedt of infpiration, 
to point out the fcrupulous exadtnefs with 
which all the facred books have been exami¬ 
ned, preferved and tranfmitted to fucceeding 
jiges, and to ftate the collateral teftimonics 
which prove them genuine, is altogether fu- 
perfluous. If what hath been faid may tend 
to vindicate the authority we attribute to them 
and to increafe the veneration with which we 
confult them, fome hope may yet be enter¬ 
tained that thefe oracles of truth will guide 
us in the way of Salvation. The errors of 
tranfcribers have not affedted one article of 
faith. Even fuch as fubfift will be gradually 
lelTened by learning and ingenuity, as long as 
a proper medium is obferved between licen¬ 
tious criticifm and fupine acquiefcence. A 
new verfion given to the people would be at¬ 
tended with fome inconveniences, and the 
D 4 difcretion 
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difcfetion of their pallors will clear up oblcu-* 
rities and folve difficulties as far as is etTential 
to the purity of their converfation and the 
tranquillity of their minds. To fix the limits 
of their curiofity, to extricate them from the 
labyrinth to which cnthufiafm or mifguided 
reafon may have led them, will be an ufeful 
and a pleating employment. Thus they ’will 
become wifer than the aged, thus they will know 
of the doftrines whether they be of God. 

We fhould all remember that the facred 
writers do not deliver a fytlem of philofophy, 
that the tranfaftions they record are not always 
reducible to ftridt chronology; that the im¬ 
portance more than the regular order of events 
is regarded j that where exaft method was 
never intended, tranfpofitions or interpolations 
will be out of the queftion ; that the language 
is conformable to the manners of the times 
and the'conditiqn of the feveral penmen; that 
they were no farther affifled than to preferve 
them from material miftakes; that the influ¬ 
ence of the Holy Spirit did not fuperfede the 
qfe of their natural powers, and that collate¬ 
ral proofs of their veracity have been and may 
be brought from natural and moral philofo¬ 
phy, from hiftory,from travels, and from every 

circumftance 
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circum(lance of man. Such is the condefcen- 
fion (hewn to the prejudices of unbelievers, 
fuch is the care taken to remove the charge 
of credulity from believers. Our gratitude to 
the Author and finiiher of our faith will in- 
creafe with faith itfelf, and every moment 
fpent in religious meditation will convince us 
more and more, That his words are fweet 
unto the tajie, yea, fweeter than honey unto the 
mouth , 
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i THES. V. 12, 13. 

WE BESEECH YOU, BRETHREN, TO KNOW 
THEM WHICH LABOUR AMONG YOU, 
AND ARE OVER YOU IN THE LORD, AND 
ADMONISH YOU. AND TO ESTEEM 
THEM VERY HIGHLY IN LOVE FOR 
THEIR WORKS* SAKE. 


F ROM the infplred writers our attention 
is naturally turned to the labours of 
thofe, who, immediately after the days of the 
Apoftles, became preachers of the Gofpel, 
and fome of whom feated the truth of it with 
their blood. * The Author of I'be Antiqui¬ 
ties of the Chrijlian Church has with great di¬ 
ligence and fidelity vindicated the Church 
of England in moft of her do&rines, and in 


* Bingham* 
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her difeipline, from the practice of the pri¬ 
mitive churches. And indeed every fober 
and difpaffionate enquirer will deem this no 
fmall or inconfiderable proof of the excel¬ 
lence of our caufe j notwithftanding all the 
melancholy inftances of human depravity and 
perverfenefs j notwithftanding all the predic¬ 
tions of herely and fchifm, and the accom¬ 
plishment of fuch predictions, he will fufpeCt 
at leaft that the writings of the Fathers have 
lome veftiges of genuine orthodoxy, and that 
near the fountain, the ftream could not be 
totally corrupted. 

The misfortune is, while fome have paid 
to them implicit deference, others have treat¬ 
ed them with indecent contempt, or unme¬ 
rited negleCt. While fome have interpreted 
them in favour of Popery, others (thinking 
that they could not be hoftile to Popery 
without being hoftile to them) have taken a 
malignant pleafure in expoling and exagge¬ 
rating errors and defects. A third clafs of 
men, with a ftill more mifehievous purpofe, 
have attacked the Chriftian Religion under 
the fpecious pretence of refuting them. Many 
of our own communion are induced to be¬ 
lieve, that they are full of notorious imper¬ 
fections. 
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fedtions, that they are fanatical and royftical 
in almoft all their interpretations of fcripture, 
and that however unqueftionable their inte¬ 
grity and their piety may have been, their 
judgement is ever to be difputed. 

It is intended to offer fome general obfer- 
vations concerning thofe, who flourifhed for 
the three firft centuries, and part of the 
fourth. 

• 

, A,nd here one cannot but previoufly exprefs 
a wifh that faftidious criticks would make as. 
many allowances for their ftyle and manner, 
as they do for the ftyle and manner .of pro¬ 
fane authors. Do not fome amongft the lat¬ 
ter affedt an antiquated manner of writing ? 
Do not others affedt low conceit and quaint 
antitbefis, full of fuperftition or Patavinity, 
tedipufly prolix, or affedtedly concife ? Is the 
harfhnefs of Plutarch’s language deemed any 
objection, when placed in the balance with 
the excellent inftrudtion he conveys upon al- 
moft every fubjedt ? Will not Wifdom ever be 
jujlijied of all her children , even though her 
outward garb be deflitute of elegance and 
fpleridour ? 

But 
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But whoever perufes the Primitive Fathers 
impartially, will find them by no means def- 
titute of eloquence or energy. Some of them 
imitate fuccefsfully the flyle and language of 
the Apoftles ; and true zeal is known to fug- 
geft forcible ideas and forcible language even 
to men devoid of rhetorical ornament. 

The morality and religious precepts of 
all ages and all countries muff be confidered 
by fucceeding times as containing matter of 
admonition rather than of information. But 
are poets and philofophers undervalued for 
well known and reiterated exhortations to 
the performance of the publick, the private, 
and the focial duties of man ? Is not every 
allowance made for purity of intentions; and 
is not the very defire of novelty frequently 
relinquifhed for the improvement of the 
heart ? Ignorance continually ftands in need 
of inftruftion, and wavering virtue continu¬ 
ally calls for aid or encouragement. The 
well known topicks of righteoufnefs, tempe¬ 
rance, and a judgment to come, may rouze 
the lethargick finner, and however well known 
in theory, may be new in praftice. The 
univerfal depravity of mankind fully juftified 

the 
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the firft preachers of Chdftianity in tiling 
every method to reclaim a degenerate world* 

We Ihally moreover, be as unjuft to our- 
felves as we fhould be ungrateful to the Pri¬ 
mitive Fathers, if we did not endeavour tore- 
ceive from them all the affiftance they are 
capable of affording. Notwithftanding the 
diftance of our days from theirs, we have 
many fimilar errors to encounter, and perhaps 
Can add much lefs than is generally imagined 
to the armour of which they have put us in 
poffcffion. 

In the following review of their conduit, 
it may not be improper to obferve, 

Firft, their mode of contention with the 
Jews: 

Secondly, their mode of contention with 
the Gentiles: 

Thirdly, their mode of contention with 
Hereticks. 

And firft, let us obferve their mode of 
contention with the Jews. Here their at¬ 
tachment 
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tachment to myftery and allegory (hews it- 
felf, but not fo reprehenfibly as fome have 
imagined. We have had occafion elfewhere 
to obferve, how much of the Jewiih hiftory 
is typical of the Chriftian Church. The ar¬ 
guments for the pre-exiftence of Chriil,drawn 
from the Old Teftament, are ftrongly infilled 
on. He is affirmed to have created the world i 
to have appeared unto Abraham, and Jacob; 
to have conducted the Children of lfrael 
through the Wildernefs, and from thence he 
is proved to have been an objedt of worlhip to 
them, as well as to Chriflians. Perhaps too 
much ftrefs is laid upon the expreffion, * Let 
US make man in our image. The plural is fre¬ 
quently applied to One only, and the lan¬ 
guage of confultation is evidently ufed in 
condefcenfion to human infirmity. With the 
fame kind of condefcenfion we are told in the 
eighteenth chapter of the book of Genefis, 
ver. 20, 21. that the Lord [aid, becauje the 
cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and be- 
caufe their Jin is very grievous, I will go down 
now, and fee whether they have done according 
to the cry of it, which is come unto me ; and if 
not, 1 will know. It were dangerous to reft 
an article of faith .upon that, which may be 


a Gen. i. 26. 
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Only a mere idiom. Juftin Martyr’s dialogue 
with Trypho comprehends all the fubjeCt of 
controversy between Jews and Chriftians. 

In the Epiftle of Barnabas, proved to be 
authentick by the teftimony of Clemen; 
Alexandrinus, there are doubtlefs fome excep¬ 
tionable paifages, particularly that refpedting 
the three hundred and eighteen fouls with 
Abraham. * The Biographer of the Fathers, 
though he bellow juft praife upon the prac¬ 
tical and concluding part of it, feems to re- 
prefent the former part as full of improbable 
interpretations. That particular animals, 
however, Ihould be emblematical of parti¬ 
cular vices, and by an eafy tranfition, of fuch 
as are tainted with thofe vices, is no abfurd 
fuppolition. Blood was forbidden to Noah 
and his pofterity, to enforce the duty of hu¬ 
manity, becaufe beafts of prey arc diftinguilh- 
ed by their thirft after blood. The practice 
of characterizing human virtues, vices, and 
pafllons by various animals was very early, 
and very familiar. Upon this principle, ar¬ 
morial bearings were firft invented, and fome 
of the tribes of Ifrael carried upon their 
ftandard fuch figures as were fuggefted in 
* Dr. Cave. 

E Jacob’s 
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Jacob’s prophetick defcription. A proper 
attention to this kind of imagery will greatly 
affift us in interpreting the figurative language 
of the old Prophets, and of the Revelations 
of St. John. - When the efficacy of the Gof- 
pel in fubduing the ferocious paffions is fore¬ 
told, we are informed, that b the wolf Jhall 
dwell with the lamb> and the leopard Jhall lie 
down with the kid; and the calf ' and the young 
lion and the fatting together j and a tittle child 
jhall lead them. And the cow and the bear Jhall 
feed} their young ones Jhall lie down together j 
and the lion Jhall eat Jlraw like the ox. And 
the fucking child Jhall play on the hole of the 
afp, and the weaned child Jhall put bis hand on, 
the cockatrice den. They Jhall not hurt nor de- 
ftroy in all my holy mountain. Clemens Alex- 
andrinus, in his account of the Egyptian me¬ 
thods of inftrudtion, has adverted in particu¬ 
lar to the fymbolick and emblematick. ’T;s 
true that the Pythagoreans ufed fymbols 
underftood by the initiated alone. Yet does 
it not follow from hence that this mode of 
inftitution was not in general familiar. Nor 
could any thing but difufe render it other- 
wife. It Was invented in dark and ignorant 
ages, and well underftood even before the life 


\ Tfa. xi. 6—9. 
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of letters. The Philologift, the Poet and 
the Philofopher have acknowledged its ad* 
vantages, have improved upon it, and halve 
made-it fiibfervient to the purpofes of criti- 
cifm, -ataufement and information. The fig 
tree withers away to denote the barren nefs of 
the Gofpel among the Jews; the devils en¬ 
ter into the fwine, and drive them headlong 
to deftruCtion, in token that the Enemy of 
Souls Will Wing the carnal and the fenfiial to 
ruin. From thefe confiderations it is appre¬ 
hended that St. Barnabas’s doctrine concern¬ 
ing forbidden meats is upon the whole very 
juftifiable; he fuppofes the creatures prohi¬ 
bited to be emblematical of particular vices, 
of whidh the Ifraelites were to entertain the 
tttmoft abhorrence, fo as not even to affociate 
with fiich as were guilty of them. 

The Primitive Fathers have fairly and fully 
ftated the evidence drawn from prophecy 
from the days of Adam to the days of Mala- 
chi. The truth of our Saviour’s predictions 
is-fully proved from Jofephus. Where the 
general tenour of argumentation is juft, par¬ 
ticular overfights fhould be pardoned, and 
the hSftory of the tranfiation of the Septua- 
gint, given by fome of them, though not al- 
E 2 together 
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together credible, may have taken its rife front 
a pious fraud in the tranilators. /What age 
has not produced its popular falfehoods, 
which, after gaining credit for a confiderable 
time, have at laft been refuted by fucceeding 
enquirers ? 

The mode of defence againft the Heathens 
comes next under our confideration. And 
here one cannot but wonder that the Fathers 
are fo often charged with a want of learning. 
They were converfant in hiftory both real and 
fabulous; they inveftigated the origin of gods 
and goddefles; they quoted poets and philo- 
fophers ; they knew whatever was plaufible, 
and they were able to expofe whatever was 
impious and indecent in the Pagan religion. 
Sometimes they ridiculed, fometimes they 
inveighed againft the various corruptions, 
which could neither be denied, nor explained 
away, nor palliated. This feverity, notwith- 
ftanding the inftnuations of the celebrated 
Hiftorian of the Decline and Fall of the Ro¬ 
man Empire, with whom in many inftances 
elegance and ftiew feem to compenfate for 
fophiftry and deception, was juftifiable from 
the conftant abhorrence of idolatry and fuper- 
ftition exprefled in the facred writings. If 

fplendour 
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fplendour and magnificence have fb natural a 
tendency to deceive the moft-intelligent, ad¬ 
monition muft be frequent and powerful in 
proportion to the danger. Athenagoras, there¬ 
fore, Tertullian, LaCtantius, and others, are 
well fupported by the authority of the Pro¬ 
phets and Apoftles. How could e St. Paul 
and St. Barnabas more forcibly exprefs their 
deteftation and their forrow to the Lycaoni- 
ans, who would have done facrifice to them, 
than by rending their cloaths, and afluring 
them that they were guilty of that Very folly, 
which it was a primary purpofe of Chriftia- 
nity to prevent ? The hiftory of Pagan fuper- 
ftition conftituted much of the knowledge of 
all the ancients; it required very laborious 
inveftigation, it entered into every part of 
their government, it was the origin of moft 
of their productions in the fine arts, which 
created fb much admiration in fucceeding 
ages, and upon which modern ingenuity has 
made but little improvement. 2 

Except a critical acquaintance with the 
original language of the Old Teftament, and 
even this exception is Hot applicable to all, 
the ancient Fathers had moft of the learning 

x A&s xiv. 
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of which the world was in poflefEon, and 
they were fo well acquainted with the opini¬ 
ons of philofophers, that they are charged 
with incorporating Philofophy and Chriftia- 
nity together, and are faid to have derived 
the do&rine of a Trinity from the writings of 
Plato.. 

Tertullian, in his Exhortation to Patience, 
fele&s the examples of Lucretia, Mutius, and 
others, from heathen Story. Clemens Alex- 
andrinus was not only learned himfelf, but 
exhorted others to a love of learning. * “ As 
'** in Agriculture,” fays he, ** and in medicine 
“ he is well taught, who is engaged in va- 
** rious branches of knowledge, that he may 
** the better be enabled to manage hufbandry, 
“ and to pra&ice pharmacy ; fo alfo he is well 
“ taught, who brings forward every thing to 
** the truth, fo that feleding what is ufeful 
“ from geometry, mufick (perhaps the term 
** comprehends the fine arts) grammar and. 
** philofophy, he can preferve the truth from 
“ infidious attacks.” 

And a little after, when be had mentioned 
the opinion of fome men that the Greek phi- 

* Strom, lib. i. c. 9. 

lofophy 
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Jpfppb.y, came from §a$an, he fubjoins tlje fol¬ 
lowing observation. “ If the Greek philo- 
“ fpph.y dp pot comprehend the greatnefs of 
“ the Faith, and moreover be weak in 
*« performing the commandments of the 
** Lord, yet it prepares the way before hand 
“ for kingly inftrudtion, and firft forming the 
“ difpofition, qualifies him, who believes a 
** Providence, for the reception of the truth.” 
Hjs well known argumentation upon the 
variety of opinions in the Chriftian Church is 
particularly nervous i irrefiftible by unbe¬ 
lievers of any age or any complexion, and in 
the conclufion of his he has laid 

dpvpn the principles of juft reafoning in a 
very clear and concife manner. Where fuch 
principles prevail, fanaticifm cannot enter. 

The Fathers are often charged with cre¬ 
dulity. This, in the mouth of fome men, is 
& relative term, and rather implies a want of 
faith in themfelves than an excefs of it io. 
others. The teftimony of a friend will often 
be top candid, but the teftimony of an enemy 
is equally remarkable for want of candour * 
envy, indignation, or contempt will invent and 
propagate any thing to the difad vantage of 
others. The darker ages multiplied mira- 
E 4 cles. 
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cles, and recorded lying wonders. But will 
it therefore follow that real miracles were 
never performed ? Muft every thing be falfej 
becaule the're isTome error ? An unprejudiced 
reader will find as much oratory and ele¬ 
gance, as much ufeful and fub'ftantial infor¬ 
mation, in the writings of the Fathers as in 
thofe of Ammianus Marcellinus. 

Eufebius tells us in the fifth book of his 
Hiftory, ihat the Gentiles acknowledged the 
fatt of Aurelius’s army being furnifhed with 
water, and of the difmay and difperfion of his 
enemies by thunder and lightning, and the 
vifion of the Crofs, with hoc Jigno vinces, was 
related to the Hiftorian by Conftantine him- 
felf. If the adverfaries of our Religion could 
difprove the miraculous difappointment of Ju¬ 
lian in attempting to rebuild the Temple of 
Jerufalem, they might weaken the credibility 
of Hiftorians, but the truth of the Prophecy 
remains unihaken to'the prefent hour. 

Nothing more efife&ually prevents credu¬ 
lity than a free and extenfive communication 
among men of knowledge and integrity, and 
that this communication fubfifted in the early 
ages of the Chriflian Church, though deftitute 
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of many difcoveries, which in our times hare 
facilitated human intercourfe, is proved by 
variety of evidence. * Irenaeus, after having 
given an abftradt of the Chriftian Faith, adds 
this pleafing account. “ This preaching and 
“ this faith are received and faithfully pre- 
** ferved by the Church, as if ftie inhabited 
“ one houle, though difperfed throughout 
** the whole world; fhe believes thefe things, 
“ as having but one foul and one heart, and 
the preaches thefe things in concord, and 
** teaches and delivers them, as having but 
one mouth; for the languages of the world 
** are difimilar, but the power of tradition 
*' (that is of Chriftian inftrudtion uniformly 
and fucceffively adminiftered,) is the fame. 
,( And neither do the Churches in Germany 
“ believe otherwife, or teach otherwife, nor in 
<* Spain, nor among the Celts, nor in the Eaft, 
« f nor in Egypt, nor in Libya, nor fuch as are 
** eftablilhed in the middle of the world ; but 
*.* as the fun created by the Almighty is one 
** and the fame in all the world, fo the preach- 
?* ing of the truth appeareth every where, and 
f* enlighteneth all men, who wifh to come to 
f* the knowledge of the truth j and neither 
f * will he, amongft the governors of thechurch, 


• lib. i. 
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** who. is. very powerful in fpeech, fey things! 
“ different frorp thpfe, for.no man is abpve his 
“ roafter, nor will, he, who is weak in fpeech, 
“ invalidate the tradition. For as the faith is 
“ one and the feme, neither he who can fay 
*f much ufualjy adds, nor does he, who can 
V fey hut little ufually dinvnifh.” The in- 
terefting caufe, in which they were engaged 
prompted them to ufe every method of (dp- 
porting it j they travelled into foreign coun¬ 
tries, they correfponded with foreign Churches. 
Pantaenus, the inftru&or of Clemens Alexan- 
dr in us, went to preach the Gofpel in India, 
and ended a long life devoted to the fervice 
of religion in the catechetick School of Alex¬ 
andria, where his very learned Pupil became 
his fuccefior. 

That the Chriftiaps fhould wprfhip One, 
who, like a common malefactor, had fufFered 
a publick and ignominious death, was a con- 
ftant topick of inveCtive or ridicule among 
the Pagans: notwithftanding which, the prac¬ 
tice was ingenuoudy acknowledged, and zea- 
loudy vindicated, fometimes by pofitivc de¬ 
clarations, that he was God as well as Man, 
and that as man be fuffered; fometimes a 
fortiori by adverting to the groffer cuftoms of 

the 
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the Pagans themfelves, who having* froirv 
gratitude deified the inventors of ufeful things, 
or from fear the fuppofed authors of evil, 
couljd, under no circumftances* with decency 
or propriety arraign the adoration of Chrid. 

It remains that we make fome obfervations 
on the mode of contention with Hereticks. 
The various opinions, which many entertained; 
and propagated, were fo abfurd in themfelves, 
fo fubyerfive of every thing excellent, and 
every thing rational in religion, that no 
warmth of expreffion, no feverity of cenfure 
ought to excite our wonder. ** The* prin- 
“ ciples and doctrines of the ancient Here- 
ticks” fays a learned prelate “ were infi- 
“ nitely more (hocking and abfurd than thofe 
“ of,any modern fedaries. The reafon is, 
** that the ancient Hereticks formed their 
“ tenets on the principles of Pagan philoib- 
“ phy, while the modern fedaries form theirs 
“ on the books of Sacred Scripture.” It is 
true that in procefs of time fome opinions were 
ftigmatized as heretical, which did not affed 
the efientials of Chriftianity j and the difpute 
concerning Eafier was carried on with a de¬ 
gree of tuiinaofity, which the mod important 

* Introdu&ion to Bilhop Warburton’s Julian. 
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conteft would not juftify. The original Ana¬ 
thema was no more than an excommunication 
or temporary exclufion from the Church, the 
governors of which, like the governors of all 
other focieties, muft have a right to prefcribe 
rules for their own internal peace and tran¬ 
quillity. Indeed, one general idea prevails in 
the writings of the Fathers, that our Saviour 
and his Apoftles had delegated to the minifters 
of the Word, but more efpecially to bifhops, 
a power of determining controverfies, and de¬ 
ciding upon matters of faith. This power 
did not imply infallibility. It was an abfur- 
dity referved for modern days to imagine that 
every man was qualified and authorized to 
frame a fyftem of belief for himfelf. The 
Apoftles are zealous in their admonitions to 
unity, and in fevere denunciations againft 
herefy. St.’ Paul, particularly, in his firft 
epiftle to Timothy, mentions fome, * who 
having put away faith and a good confcience , 
concerning Faith have made Jhipwreck. Of 
whom was Hymenceus and Alexander , whom he 
bad delivered UNTO SATAN that they might 
learn not to blafpheme. After all the difputes 
concerning the real interpretation of deliver¬ 
ing UNTO SATxAN, it feems to imply no 

I Tim. i. 19, 20. 

more 
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more than an exclulion from the Church, 
from the means of grace and from fpiritual 
inftrudion, .which, during its continuance, 
may be confidered as a temporary derelidion 
to the power of Satan. The real purpofe was 
not to hurry them headlong to defpair, but to 
reduce them to a fenfe of their error and an 
abhorrence of blafphemy. Notorious offences 
in the Primitive Church, whether they re¬ 
garded principles or pradice, were punifhed 
in a fimilar way; a refloration to the privi¬ 
leges of communion was purchafed by many 
prayers and tears. The power of the keys, 
which is a name of ftewardfhip, was exercifed 
with becoming fpirit, and yet with modera¬ 
tion. “ It is affirmed from good authority,” 
fays an able * champion, “ that abfolution in 
“ the Primitive Church was nothing elfe than 
“ reftoring men under the difpleafure of the 
** Church to the Church’s peace again.” 

Under thefe reftridions,” to ufe the fame 
writer’s words in another paffage, “ their ccn- 
“ fures were ads of compaffion as well as of 
“ juflice, and were equally'to be excufed from 
“ invafion on the rights and cruelty to the 
“ foul of the criminal. 

* Rogers of the Vifible Church, p. 83. 

The 
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The alternate Anathemas, which, after thfe 
Council of Nice, were denounced by each 
party againft the other, as each became victo¬ 
rious, afforded much triumph to the Pagans, 
as they have done to every unbeliever. Sorely, 
religion itfelf is not chargeable with fuch 
abufes. The purity of the Nicene Faith does 
depend upon the majority of voices in the Ni¬ 
cene Council, though to fo considerable a majo¬ 
rity, when no finifter motive can be proved, 
when freedom of debate was fully allowed, fome 
deference will be paid by moderate mfeh. When 
ancient terms and expreflions have been mif- 
underftoOd and perverted, the introduction of 
Others is not only juftifiable but neceffary. 
Nor can we forbear wondering, that, after the 
J Defenjio jidei Niccente, publifhed by an emi¬ 
nent * Prelate, and after a late Abftraft of the 
Opinions of the Fathers of the three fi^ft Cen¬ 
turies, the Author of which received from 
this place a juft tribute of gratitude, the un¬ 
learned fhould be told, that the Divinity of 
the S6n and Holy Ghoft was a doCtrine of 
later date. It would at leaft be ingenuous to 
acknowledge that there are fome paftages in 
the Fathers which feem to favour fuch an opi¬ 
nion, and that perfons not altogether unac- 

* Bifliop Ball. f Dr. Burgh. 
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quainted with the learned languages, have 
deemed th&n conftant and zealous in vindi¬ 
cating the worlhip of our blefled Saviour. 
Even Eufebius, who was fufpeded of Arian- 
ifm, bears this remarkable teftimony. ** By 
** Juftin and Miltiades, and Tatian and Clc- 
“ mens, B’uKoyetTcu o XpcW, * Cbrijl is declared 
“ to be God. For who does not know thfc 
** books of Irenxus and Melito, and the reft, 
** announcing Chrift to be God and Man ? 
€ * And how many pfalms and fongs of the 
** Brethren, written from the beginning by 
“ the Faithful, celebrate Chrift the Word of 
** God, calling him God ? How then, after 
** the dodrine of the Church has been 
preached for the fpace of fo many years, is 
** it poftible that men fhould have preached, 
** as they fay, till the time of Victor? How 
“ are they not alhamed to utter ‘thefe falfe- 
*« hoods againft Vidor, who excommunicated 
** Theodotus, the leader and Father of this 
u apoftacy, denying God, the firft who de- 
** dared Chrift to be a mere man." In the 
fame chapter, Eufebius charges fedaries with 
having altered or mutilated the Scriptures. 

Need I obferve, by the way, that perhaps 
* Eufcb. Eccl. Hid. lib. v. c* a8. 

he 
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he might, among other instances, allude td 
the well known paffage in the fifth chapter 
pf St. John’s firftEpiftle, which is now proved 
to be genuine but which is very far from being 
the only fupport of the Trinitarian caufe ? The 
attempts made by fome to explain the doc¬ 
trine by familiar comparifons were as unfuc- 
cefsfulas they were injudicious. Well, there¬ 
fore, might Juftin Martyr fay, * “ If I wiffied 
** to ffiew by human documents or proofs 
“ the myftery of Chrift becoming man you 
“ ought not to bear with me.” And Hilary, 
in many parts of his Treatife concerning the 
Trinity, owns the difficulty of expreffing in 
human language what furpaffes human con¬ 
ception. How awful the fubjedt appeared to 
him may be learnt from the following ex- 
preffion, "I- Trepido in ditto, et me injolens fermo 
commovet. No wonder that he who checks 
prefumption in himfelf ffiould inveigh againfi; 
it in others j fome of whom, he fays, conceal 
fuch prelumption under the appearance of the 
greateft modefty, ut verecunde in defenjione jit* 
quod impudenter in fenfu ejl. 

It was not intended, in the foregoing ob- 
fervations, to deny or to vindicate the defedts 
* Cum Triphone Dial. f de Trin. lib. 2. 

of 
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the Primitive Fathers. Of Origen the fol¬ 
lowing judgment is given. Ubi bene , nemo 
melius j ubi male, nemo pejus. Yet, as he ad¬ 
vanced in life, he retraced many of his er¬ 
rors, and the want of his learned work, is a 
ferious lots to facred literature. 

Wife and good men, in almoft all ages, have 
advanced fome opinions, which, though not 
perfectly juft, are not fo abfurd, as they are 
reprefented. A voluntary dereliction of the 
vanities, the cares, and the pleafures of this 
world, for the fake of being more immediately 
devoted to the fervice of God, appeared to 
many of the Fathers meritorious. Perhaps 
they were confirmed in their notions by an 
improper interpretation of our Saviour's words 
in the 19th chapter of St. Matthew, and 
St. Paul’s obfervations in 1 Cor. vii. con¬ 
cerning Celibacy. Surely they are not an- 
fwerable for all the abufes of darker ages, and 
the determination of the Council of Nice on 
the fubjedt is well known. The truth is, 
folitude has its temptations, and that life is 
moft pleafing to God, which is molt profit¬ 
able to man. 
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Many of them feem to condemn a date of 
warfare. They probably thought that it had 
a tendency to enflarae the paffions, and that 
the habit of deftroying or harraffing our fel¬ 
low-creatures, would weaken and gradually 
,wear away the feelings of humanity. They 
faw its horrors in their utmoft malignity, they 
faw it carried on without even the pretence 
of redrefling grievances. Cernes tu itinera la - 
tronibus clauja , maria obfeffa preedonibus, cruento 
honore cajlrorum bella ubique divifa ; madet or - 
bis mutuo fanguine, et homicidium cum admittuht 
Jinguli, crimen efl, virtus vocatur cum publicb 
geritur ; impunitatem fceleribus acquirit non in - 
nocentia ratio, fed jcevitice magnitude. Civih- 
ized manners have leflened the horrors of 
war} and we may flatter ourfelves, that (hould 
we be unfortunately involved in future con¬ 
tention, the fame generous fpirit will prevail 
among the contending parties. A proper con¬ 
tempt of life, upon Chriftian principles, is a 
noble attainment, and he who (lands forth 
in defence of his country deferves more gra¬ 
titude than almoft any country is willing to 
(hew. Yet, laudable as it is for individuals 
thus to meet danger. Providence has taught 
kingdoms at large, that war is a (courge even 
to the victorious. Th,e advantages of it are 

more 
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ipedous than real) cboqueftifc more IjJleli'idid 
than beneficial: commerce itfelf with Wealth 
introduces luxury, and multiplies our Wants. 
After we have been dazzled by the exploits 
<}f the warrior, let us turn our attention to 
treaties and compacts, and the delulion Will 
vaniih. 

It was well faid of Bilhop Latimer, I lay 
*« no ftrefs upon the Fathers, except when 
** they lay a ftrefs upon Scripture.” No tra¬ 
dition, however ancient, can add to theelfetf- 
tials of Faith, but it is one thing to be an in¬ 
ventor, and another thing to be a commen¬ 
tator j it is one thing to be a dictator, and 
another thing'to be an auxiliary: the prer 
fervation of decency, regularity, and good go¬ 
vernment, has been in all ages principally left 
to the prudence of man; nor will expreflions 
fomewhat tOo forcible be any argument againft 
Epifccpal authority. “ We arc not contained 
“ (to ufe the words of an eminent defender 
" ofEpifcopal ordination • for any high flights 
“ or any reafonings of the ancients, but barely 
“their teftimony about a matter of fad:, that 
Epifcopacy was the government of the 
** Church and of apoftolical Inftitution. We 
fhall have an opportunity, hereafter, of feeing 

more 
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more clearly, that our Church has taught a 
proper leflon of moderation. And may we, 
confidently with fuch moderation, endeavour 
to feledt from every age and from every coun¬ 
try whatever is amiable^ commendable and 
ufeful ; may neither prejudice of education,' 
nor malignity, nor prefumption, nor fondnefs 
for novelty, induce us to rejedt opinions be- 
caufe they are ancient, or modes of worfliip 
becaufe they were adopted in primitive times, 
and abufed or perverted by fucceeding igno¬ 
rance and fuperdition j always remembering 
that our Saviour, fo far from altering a Li¬ 
turgy, in a certain degree unedifying and je¬ 
june, feledted from it part of his own mod 
perfedt Form of Prayer, that much imperfec¬ 
tion is to be found in every performance and 
every edablifhment of man, but that thofe 
who are mod difcontented, and mod clamo¬ 
rous for reformation are generally the lead 
qualified to effedt it j for true wifdom is* pure, 
Peaceable, gentle , eafy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits , 'without partiality and 
•without hypocrify. 

* James 3. xvii. 
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P S A L. lxxx. V. 9. 

THOU PREPAREDST ROOM BEFORE IT, 

thou Didst cause it to take deep 

ROOT, AND IT FILLED THE LAND. 

T HE genuine fimplicity of Chriftian 
Faith and Chriftian Worlhip was but 
of fbort duration. After the three, or at 
mod the four, firft centuries, every fucceed- 
ing age became memorable only by a new 
train of ufelefs, and often worfe than ufelefs, 
ceremonies. The power of the Sovereign Pon¬ 
tiff of Rome foon gained an eftablifhment. 
Much blood and treafure were loft in an En- 
terprize, firft dictated by mad zeal, and car¬ 
ried on with unabating fury, and with vifion- 
ary hopes of heavenly affiftance. The man- 
lions of learning were but few, and thofe few 
F 3 abounded 
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bounded with barbarous competitions, and 
fchaltrftic jargon. J The excellent models of 
Greece and Rome were little attended to, 
and fcarce underftood. The manfions of 
piety' and devotion abounded with idlenefs, 
effeminacy, luxury, and every kind of vice. 
The very altars became a refuge for thofe 
who by their crimes had forfeited all preten- 
lions to the pity of their fellow creatures, 
and the protection of fociety. The fulmi- 
nations of the Bilhop of Rome had terrified 
and humiliated kings themfelvesj had fome- 
times overturned thrones, or had lhaken 
their foundations. The power of Abfolu- 
tion, which was granted to the Minifters of 
Chfift: for the encouragement of repenting 
tinners, had long been a fource of wealth, 
and a plea for extortion, l’be commandments 
of men were taught for dodirines , and the cla* 
ttaours for implicit and unbounded deference 
grew louder, in proportion as the juft title 
to it became weaker. 

Unbelievers have enlarged upon thefe 
abodes, fome of which excite pity rather than 
indignation, with a defign to difpmge the 
Cbriftian Religion ; and there may be fatire, 
but there is no argument; in deriding ambi- 

! tious 
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tious prelate*, and io Riling them at thekme 
moment the fucceflors of meek and indigent 
Apoftlea. 

Waving therefore that calumny, which 
carries no real Ring, we have reafon to re¬ 
joice that the revival of learning created a 
fpirit. of enquiry. Improvements of every 
kind are gradual, and attended with difficulty* 
Succeeding generations are not fenfible of 
every impediment. Rooted prejudices are not 
removed without great labour and circum* 
fpedion. Precipitate meafures defeat their 
own purpofes. 

The effects of Wickliffe’s preaching were 
probably more important than we at prei?nt 
imagine. The fear of punifhment may and 
often does prevent outward and publick op* 
pofition, but operates little upon individuals, 
and upon private focieties united together by 
one common caufe. Indeed the Lollards were 
numerous in defiance of every menace. 

The obfervations which it is intended to 
make on the conduct and principles of our 
firft Reformers will not admit of methodical 
arrangement. If we can filence objections 

F 4 which 
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whicb>are frivolous, and anfwer fuch as aftf 
important, our zeal in the common caufe 
will be animated, and the humblett efforts 
may be crowned with a fmall degree of fuc- 
cefs. 

• To an impartial enquirer it will perhaps 
be obvious, that in contemplating the Re¬ 
formation, as in contemplating other mate¬ 
rial changes, both friends and enemies have 
laid too great a ftrefs upon the character and 
conduit of the feveral parties concerned. 
Malignity has exaggerated, miftaken candour 
has attempted to defend, avowed mifcar- 
riages and defe&s. As if our blefied Matter 
had forefeen the perverfenefs of men in ar- - 
guing againtt his Religion from the conduit 
of its Teachers, he made him an Apoftle 
who he knew was a Traitor. If his trea¬ 
chery, if the puiillanimity of St. Peter, if 
the general defeition of the Difciples, be no' 
difparagement to the Gofpel, with what pro¬ 
priety is fo much inveitive accumulated upon 
the firft Reformers ? * Luther, in particular, 
has been ftigmatiled with unmerited reproach. 
Perfeit purity of conduit is fcarce ever to be 

* See Bayle’s Life, and Mofheim, 4to edit. V. II. 
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6Xpe£ted where human nature is concerned. 
Difappointment and avarice produced in him 
the firft oppofition to Papal power $ but what 
begun in refentment might be carried on from 
better motives. Thefe motives being not fub- 
je£t to human cognizance, muft be left to the 
Tribunal to which alone he is amenable.* 
As little to the purpofe ot our adverfaries 
was it to arraign the character of Henry the 
eighth. -Indeed, he is not to be confidered 
as a Reformer, though he firft prepared the 
way. 'f- The learned Commentator on the 
Laws of England has juftly obferved, that 
in his reign ** the fpirit of perfecution was 
“ not abat d, but only diverted in a lay chan- 
“ neland, after-ftating the law of the fix 
articles which eftablifhed the fix moft con* 
tefted points of Popery, he allows “ that this 
“ Prince was equally intent on deltroying 
the Supremacy of the Bifhops of Rome, 
“ and ettablilhing all other their corruptions 
** of the Chriftian Religion.” Such a mode 
of condudl promifed none of the falutary ef- 

* Erafmus fays of Luther—Hominis vita magno omnium 
confenfu probatur. Jam id non leve praejudicium eft tantam 
effe morum integritatfem, u't nec hcftes reperiant quod talum* 
nientur. Epiftola ad Thomam Cardinalem, as quoted by At- 
terbury. 

t Book 4. C. 2. 

fedls 
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fe£ts which an abjuration of Papal authority 
afterwards produced. It was no remedy 
againft tyranny only to have changed the ty¬ 
rant •, and however ill qualified Ecclefjaftick$ 
in general were to judge what was herefy* 
however they were difpofed to ftigmatize 
with that name any opinion which called; in 
queftion their own authority, they were, ge* 
nerally fpeaking, fuperior in knowledge, and 
equal in integrity, to thofe who wrefted the 
Ipiritual power from their hands. An unre*» 
lenting bigotry poffefled all ranks of people. 

Though it be allowed, according to the 
learned Commentator abovementioned* that 
the Reformation was not eftablifhed till the 
days of Elizabeth “ with temper and decency* 
*? unfullied with party rancour, or perfqi>al 
,t caprice and refentment,” yet juftice and 
gratitude require us to pay a proper tribute 
of refpedfc to the memory of thofe, who be¬ 
gan the Reformation in the days of Edward 
the fjjtth, fome of whom were Martyrs in the: 
days of Mary, and who left more than the. 
outlines, and more than the foundation, of. 
that fabrick, which, we truft, no ftorms OIL 
temp$fts will ever deftroy. 

It 
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It was never fufpefted by any of ffiefe Ve¬ 
nerable perfons, that in purifying the Church 
of England from the corruptions of the 
Church of Rome, no fyftem of faith and 
practice fhoiild be eftablifhed, that every one 
fttould think and aft what was right in his 
own eyes. The Scriptures were mandated, 
< Tb* Inflitution of a Chrijlian Man was pub* 
lithed. Articles were drawn up with as much 
Cate, judgment and expedition as the times 
admitted, and the Exiles, in Queen Mary's 
time, had an opportunity of collefting the 
fenfe, and profiting by the inftruftions, of the 
Reformed Churches abroad. ’Tis true, that 
With much good they imbibed fome preju¬ 
dices inconfiftent with that moderation which 
was afterwards obferved in the national efta- 
bWfhment. If afperity of manners, and in¬ 
flexibility in fmaller matters, were chargeable 
on foreign Churches, fome allowance moil 
be made for the times. Even in thefe days 
the fpirit of controverfy has betrayed men 
ibto vulgar and indecent language. Surely 
then Luther and Calvin have a claim to fome 
indulgence; and it may be added, once for 
all, that religious toleration was very imper- 
feftly underftood till a much later period. 


In 
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. In fovefligating the general principles of the 
Reformers, we find one generally imputed to 
them which has created the ridicule of Popery 
on theone hand, and given a fanition to all the 
wildnefs and extravagance of enthufiafts and 
feftaries on the other. The principle in fub- 
fiance is this: Whatever right any body of men 
claims to feparate from a Church once eflablifh* 
ed, the fame right every individual may claim 
to form a fyftem of dodtrines and opinions for 
himfelf. The fallacy of abftradl propofitions 
often remains undifcovered till they are ap¬ 
plied to the feveral cafes which they are fup- 
pofed to comprehend. In the propofition be¬ 
fore us, two points muft be proved. Firft* 
it muft be proved that all errors, have the 
fame dangerous tendency; that, for inftance, 
what; the Diflenters call excefs, in outward 
decorations, is equally prejudicial to the true 
fpirit of Religion with all thofe Command¬ 
ments of Men which are enforced by the 
Church of Rome, and which it is contended, 
by all the Reformed Churches, are not to be 
found in the Gofpel. The Sacred Writers 
only give general rules for the prefervation of 
decency and order, and they always diftinguifh 
between what is abfolutely neceffary and what 
is merely prudential. Surely, there are diffe¬ 
rent 
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rent degrees of dilfent as well as of aftent; 
finely, all denominations of Chriftian are not 
ki faith, dodtrine and difcipline at an equal 
diftance from each other. Nothing but the 
particular objedt of controverfy can juftly be 
adduced in defence of reparation j and till a 
perfedt equality between one objedt of dis¬ 
pute and. another can be proved, which is im- 
poflible, every Separatift muft ftand upon his 
awn ground, muft engage with his own pe¬ 
culiar weapons, and muft be cautious even 
of quoting Scripture upon minuter circum- 
ftances, which the Sacred Writers never un¬ 
dertook to adjuft. It is, for example, very 
abfurd to argue from the adts of an infant 
Church, affembled under peculiar hardfhips 
and difcouragement, confined to a fmall difi* 
tridt, and comprehending a few Profelytes, 
concerning the nature of Church Govern¬ 
ment, after the whole mafs of the people are 
become Chriftians. Much mere difingenu- 
ous is it to argue againft Epifcopacy from the 
etymology of a word, which, like other names 
of authority, care, and fuperintendance, feems 
to-have had firft a general, and afterwards a 
technical, fignification. New offices in all 
countries and all languages have been fre¬ 
quently pointed out by old appellations. 

The 
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The other point* which mutt be proved 
before the proportion can be conclohv^ is 
dill qiore perplexing to the advocates ofun- 
limited liberty ; viz. that individuals are qual¬ 
ified by their learning* their ingenuity, and 
their induftry, fo to compare Scripture with 
Scripture, lo to interpret the Word of God, 
as to form for themfelves a regular fyftem of 
of do&rines., Indances of grols and notoii* 
ous delufion are fo numerous, that^he recital 
would be as offenlive as it is unnecetfary; 
Suffice it to fay, that credulity and fanaticifm 
have had unaccountable influence, nor will 
fuch influence ever ceafe as long as. a heated 
imagination lhall fubditute its reveries in the 
place of cool reafoning. Nor could ignorant, 
deluded, unhappy men have gained fo great 
an afcendancy over the minds of their fellow 
creatures without the aid of pretended inlpi* 
ration. Perhaps it will be faid, that thole 
founders of fefts, whofe extravagances have 
been the fubjeft of ridicule or pity, have gi¬ 
ven rife to fyftems of belief which many 
able and ingenious men have deemed rational 
and confident. The truth.is, grofler abfnr- 
dities have been renounced, or explained 
away. A Communion of Chriflianss, formerly 
the mod turbulent, the mod extwvagant,,the 

mod 
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moft devoid of all decency, is now becbme 
peaceable, cool, inoffenfive. The folly of the 
Fourider was difavowed by fucceeding Profe- 
lytes, fonte of whom reduced to a iyftem 
the fcattered materials, which had been col¬ 
lected without method, and were united With¬ 
out coherence. Simplicity of drefs and man¬ 
ners, and a proper controul over the morals 
of their Congregation, has induced the Legif- 
lature from time to time to grant them every 
indulgence which prudence can juftify, and 
has inclined Chriftians of all denominations 
to treat them with candour. Did other Sec¬ 
taries pradife the fame degree of peaceable 
modefty, the prejudices of men would gra¬ 
dually fubfide, unity of affedion would not 
be iftconfifient with diverfity of opinion, and 
the accufations, which are uttered with con¬ 
fidence againft various denominations, but 
Which conftitute no part of their Religion, 
would be heard no more. 

At the fame time, it cannot be too fre¬ 
quently or too ftrenuoufly infilled upon, that 
where ignorance* inftead of being inftruded, 
attempt's. Under any pretence whatfoever, to 
infrrud, the inftrudion muft be contempti¬ 
ble, and that legal indulgence granted for 
u fuch 
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fuch a purpofe, though it cannot, or will not*, 
be withdrawn, yet it is in deed and in truth 
a detriment inftead of an advantage. Every 
Zealot for Civil, as well as for Religious, Li¬ 
berty, is willing to flatter the multitude, in 
order that he may gain them over to his 
party, as if truth depended upon numbers, 
and upon popular applaufe. The fober minded 
man appeals to wifdpm, diligence, and expe¬ 
rience, and difdains the abfurd and prefump- 
tuous judgment of thofe Afiemblies of igno¬ 
rant or deluded men, the greater part of 
whom know not, or confider not, what they 
fay. 

The defire of change, when carried to an 
extreme, is dangerous: it inclines men to be 
diflatisfied with every thing which already ex- 
ifts. From this extreme our Reformers kept 
a proper diftance, which is the more to be 
wondered at, becaufe they were fufficiently 
exafperated by the Perfecutions in the reign 
of Mary. 

Excefiive prejudice againfl: every thing 
that wore the afped of Popery, was charge¬ 
able only to the Puritans. The Reformers 
were fenfible that a religion purely mental 

is 
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is ill fuited to the infirmity of man. Our 
Lord himfelf, in the inftitution of the two 
Sacraments, condefcended to this infirmity. 
As the principal conteft atofe concerning the 
ffoly Eucharift, a few obfervations may be 
requifite to remove the charge of improper 
innovation on the one hand, and indolent 
acquiefcence on the other. The primitive 
Feafts of Love did but too much refemble a 
common entertainment. To difcern the 
Lord’s Body would be difficult even to th6 
moft prudent and circumfpeft. From the 
grave and folemn offices of Religion it is ne- 
ceflary to exclude the very appearance of fef- 
tivity. Men have houfes to eat and to drink 
in, they can fatisfy the demands of nature, they 
can indulge the warrantable defire of amufe-? 
ment, atother times, and in more proper places. 
And what juft objection could be brought 
againft the pofture of kneeling, when the 
people were informed it implied no adoration 
of the elements ? Self-examination was re¬ 
commended as preparatory and beneficial; 
for who does not know that every religious 
a<ft is efficacious in proportion as the mind is 
previoufly prepared ? If the ignorant or the 
timid have encompafled the holy Eucharift 
with imaginary terrors, the Reformers are 
' G not 
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not anfwerable for the confequences of other 
men’smiftakes. If, as fome would perfuade os, 
it be a mere commemoration of Ghrift’s fuflfer* 
ingscif felf examination, occafionalabtftinence, 
a purification of the heart from all rancour 
and refentment, and a folemn renunciation of 
fin, be unneceflary, wherein will it differ from 
the plain and conftant acknowledgment of 
Chrift’s fufferings, with which moft of oar 
prayers conclude ? The idea of a feaft after the 
facrifice, familiar to the Jews, and now well 
ellaibliftied among Chriftians, guards every true 
member of the Church of England againfi: 
each extreme ; and if it be faid that fuch an 
explication, not well underftood : by the ig¬ 
norant, creates an inequality among Chris¬ 
tians where equal benefit was intended, let 
us, not forget, that every degree of fuperf* 
ocity in natural or acquired abilities enables 
us. to perform the offices of religion with ad¬ 
ditional convidiion, and encreafing energy. In 
purity of intention the moft ignorant and the 
molt intelligent may be equal. But Religion 
is fc fcrvice of the underftanding no lefs than 
of: the will and affedtions. The dominion of 
. the former: fhould iticreafe in proportion to 
its.cultivation, as all authority gains ftrength 
in proportion to the difcretioit of him who 
:: . poflefles 
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poffeffes it. The Phitofopher furveys the na¬ 
tural and the 1 intelle&ual world to a worfet 
than aii' uftlefs purpofe, unlefs he become 
more thankful for the bleffings of creation* 
prefervation, redemption and fan&ification. - 

A cool and a moderate Reformer, confcious 
of the difficulties he has to encounter, will 
extend his care to flagrant and notorious abufes. 
Hie will endfeavour to retain whatever is ra* 
tional in the eftablifhment he wifhes to amend; 
Our firft Reformers faw nothing anti-chriftian 
in the different gradations of honour and dig* 
nity which a regular government had rendered 
fleceffdry. Though feme of them, or of their 
facceffors* wifhed for Chorepifeopi, yet they 
found that the adminiftratibn of ecclefralHcal 
law, aind the fuperintendance of theparo 1 * 
efaial minifters, was already delegated in va¬ 
rious 1 portions and degrees to the inferior 
clergy, that nothing but ordination, which 
cvfen St. Jerotn allowed to be peculiar to ! bi+ 
fhops ; , and Confirmation, was exclufively an* 
nexed to epifcopal dignity. The other name* 
<>f office, fo offenfive to men of levelling priiV* 
ciples, were not to be found indeed iri thd 
Scriptures; and yet, had the Puritans confr* 
dered the matter coolly, they might have dif- 

G 2 covered 
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covered that thefe very dignities, , granted to 
what we deem the fecond order, were fo 
many approaches to the equality contended 
for •, and, as no form of Church Government 
could be invented which mull not give either 
permanent or occafional fuperiority to fome 
part of the Clergy, it was more rational in it- 
felf, and more concilatory towards the Church 
of Rome, to retain the ancient names and the 
ancient powers, as far as they regarded the care 
of fouls. The Puritans continually objected 
againft the Reformers, that being engaged in a 
common conteft with Popery, they had a right 
to every indulgence, to a participation of the 
honours and emoluments of the eftablilhed 
Church. It is no part of our caufe, fince the 
Adt of Toleration, to defend the Star cham¬ 
ber or High Commiffion Courts. Yet, con- 
fidering the nature of the times, much more 
indulgence was {hewn to individuals of learn^ 
jng and real worth, than could almoft have 
been expedted ; and many, from their own 
infolence, were brought forward to puniih- 
ment, who, with common prudence and mo¬ 
deration, might have ended their lives in 
tranquillity. But an exclufion from appoint¬ 
ments in the Church was neceffary for felf- 
defence. No degree of merit can entitle any 

one 
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one to be placed under an eftablifliment 
which' he difapproves. * He that is not with 
Me is againft the ; and he that gathereth not 
with me feat tereth abroad. A little know- , 
ledge with much modefty will do more fer- 
Vice to religion than morofenefs or pre¬ 
emption joined with the greateft talents. 
All pofiible care was taken in the reign of 
Elizabeth to procure competent minifters, 
and wherever their incompetency was mani- 
feft, their power was proportionably re¬ 
trained. The practical difeourfes enjoined 
to be read were calculated for the edifica¬ 
tion of the people, and the high notions 
Of prerogative, with vehement admonitions 
againft rebellion, to be found in them, 
were accounted for from the hiftory of the 
times. Even now it would be abfurd tb’ 
ftate to popular aflemblies what thefe cafes 
of extreme neceflity may be, in which fub- 
jeCts might rife againft their fovereign. The 
Liturgy prevented all from offering crude 
and'tmdigefted petitions. The Puritans ob¬ 
jected that feripture language was not ufed, 
little confidering how much of the Scripture, 
' was incorporated into the daily fervice, and 
that a varied form is a conftant comment. 

* Matt. xii. 30. 
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The Affembly of Divines in the following 
3ge, when they drew the plan to be obferv- 
ed by their minifters, explain the leading 
catife of oppofition for the Puritans and for 
themfelyes, if we can at all confider them 
as two parties, for they openly avow “ * that 
** the Liturgy has given great encourage- 
** ment to an idle and unedifying miniftry, 
** who chofe rather to confine themfelves 
** to modes made to their hands, than to 
** exert themfelve9 in the exercife of the 
gift of prayer with which our Saviour* 
furnijlses aU thofe, whontr he calls to that 
*.* office.” The fame Hiftorian tells us in ano¬ 
ther place, ** J That there was fuch a clamour 
** againft the High Clergy, that they could 
M hardly officiate according to the late in- 
« junctions, without being affronted, or walk 
“ the Greets in their habits, without being 
“ reproached as Popifh Priefts, as CaefarY 
** friends. The reputation of the Liturgy 
** began to fink, reading prayers was called 
** ufelefs form of worfhip, and a quenching 
€t the Holy Spirit, whofe ajfijlances are promifed 
“ in the matter as well as the manner of our 
** prayers” What an accurate delineation is 

* Neal, Vol. II. p. 107, 4to. Edit. J Vol, I. p. 662. 
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this of the. prejudices ftiH fubfiftiog among 
forac of the people in a neighbouring King* 
dom, and how truly to be pitied is the nar- 
rownefs of mind which fuch prejudices ever 
betray ? 

The Aft of Uniformity has often been 
cenfured from the praftice of primitive 
times, in which it was left to the care of 
every Biihop to preferibe a form of prayer 
for his own diftrift, or, as they will have it 
who oppofe Epifcopacy, to every Prefbyter 
for his own Church. While the Faith con¬ 
tinued the fame among Chriftians, the ufage, 
as we believe it to have prevailed, wa6 at¬ 
tended with no inconvenience. But top foon 
a defire of popularity tempted the * Bifbops 
tp gratify the people, whofe fuffrages had 
been, or were expefted to be, the caufe of 
their promotion w In procefs of time, each 
added fome new cuftom or ceremony, till 
the fpirit of religion was loft in external 
appearances. The Aft of Uniformity re¬ 
moved every fuch inconvenience. Ib gave 
permanence to the Book of Common Prayer, 
and fhut out every fanciful invention i And 


* Sec Bingham, 
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are not the general wants and tHe general 
bleffings of mankind the fame throughout 
the World ? If national calamities of na¬ 
tional bleffings ffiould call for appropriated 
fervices, the Governors of the Church are at 
hand to provide for fuch exigencies, and the 
difficulty of compofing fuitable fervices is ac¬ 
knowledged by every difpaffionatc and in¬ 
telligent Chriftian. The language of' want 
and of gratitude ffiould be Ample and expref- 
iive* too much labour on the one hand, and 
too much inattention on the other, will be 
fatal to the real purpofes of devotion. But 
prefumption is adventurous and precipitate^ 
while prudence is confiderate arid cautious. 

, * , • . * * e 

Hoftile as many of the Reformed Churches 
were to Epifcopacy, from the beginning if 
was not fo. For, to ufe the words of Strypej 
** Bullinger, Calvin, and others, offered to 
“ make King Edward their defender, and to 
** have Biffiops in their Churches, as there 
** were in England, with the tender of their 
** fetvibe to affift and unite together.*” But 
nOtwithftanding many wholefome admoni¬ 
tions fent into this Kingdom when * the 
Puritans confulted fome of the foreign di- 

* Life of Cranmer, p. 207. 
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vines upon various fubjedts of Church difci- 
pline, a republican fpirit gained afcendancy, 
and Geneva felt a tyranny equal to that 
which fhe had fhaken off. 

The retention of Epifcopacy, was of all 
other things, the moft offenfive to the Pu¬ 
ritans. All their fatire, all, their farcafms 
and all their wit were exhaufted upon this 
topick. And after fo many defences of epi£- 
copal government, it might appear either 
unneceffary or prefumptuous to attempt a 
farther vindication. A few words, however, 
may not be unfeafonable, concerning the 
worldly dignity annexed to Epifcopacy, 
which has excited fo much envy and given 
fo much offence. To infer from the abufes 
of paft times any real ground of fufpicion in 
the prefent is to make an invidious compari- 
fon, where there is no fimilarity. But men 
endeavour to perfuade us,that an attendance 
upon the legiflative body of the kingdom, 
and an engagement in temporal concerns, are 
inconfiftent with the nature of a fpiritual 
function. Charles the Firfl, who was uni¬ 
form and confiftent in retaining the Bifhpps, 
laid great ftrefs upon immemorial ufage, 
which, except in cafes glaringly abfurd, is a 
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firm and permanent foundation; Many things 
would otherwife return to their original 
confufion. And it will be no difficult matter 
to prove that this part of the Conftitution 
ought not to be given up. 

Everyone, liberally educated, prepares him- 
felf for the ftudy of Theology by the acqui- 
' fition of ufeful knowledge of other kinds. 
And of this knowledge none is more material 
to the well being of fociety than an invefti* 
gation of the general rights of mankind, and 
the various modes of adjufting thoie rights 
by municipal law. Who ever complained 
that the labours of the mathematician, the 
philofopher, or the linguift, were inconfiftent 
with the clerical office? Who pretends to 
exclude the Clergy even from a moderate at¬ 
tention to thofe arts which add to the 
convenience, or contribute to the liberal 
amufement, of mankind ? Why then fhould 
the character of a Legiflator, fo truly facrcd 
and fo truly important, be thought unfuitable 
to their vocation, <?r inconfiflent with it’s 
more immediate duties ? Every wife govern¬ 
ment will endeavour to fecure the accumu¬ 
lated wifdom of every profeffion. Attend¬ 
ance upon the duties of each gives life and 
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Vigour to the faculties> quicknefs of thought 
and facility of communication. 

But it is fuggefted, that popular eledtiohs 
would remedy fome defeats in the prefent 
nomination of bifhops as well as of the in- 
ferior Clergy. So fatal was the defire of popu¬ 
larity in primitive times, that a law wa$ 
made to prohibit an occafional fuperintendanl 
from filling the vacant fee. The people are 
only judges of the morals ; they are captivated 
by appearances, by attainments which are 
neither the eflfedt of ingenuity nor of induf- 
try. Dignity of charadter is often loft in an 
endeavour to pleafe them. 

A fondnefs for paftoral poetry and rural 
retirement has led fome into a miftaken opi¬ 
nion that the inferior clafles of men are, in 
general, fincere, induftrious and inoffenfive. 
Experience evinces the very reverfe, and 
there is probably moft virtue in thofe, who, 
by a moderate cultivation of the mind are 
free from the corruptions of grofs ignorance, 
and yet are not tempted by an excefs of 
wealth, and the flattery which wealth 
creates, to defert the path of innocence and 
real honour. 

We 
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We have ftudied the Ancients to little 
purpofe, if we have not learnt a proper con- 
tempt for the crude opinions of the vulgar. 
And truly mifetable is the lot of thofe, 
whofe fuccefs depends upon the caprice of 
the multitude. Still more wretched are they 
whom the congregation can deprive of the 
very power of miniftring in holy things. 
Many, under all or fome of thefe circum- 
ftances, have been happy that they could 
recede with honour from a charge to which 
fb little honour was annexed, and that they 
could have recourfe to other employments, 
attended with greater advantage and lefs de- 
pendance. * “ I muft obferve to you (fays a 
** learned Prelate,) that in parithes and places, 
‘‘ where the people chufe their own minif- 
** ters, there are the greateft divilions ‘ and 
“ quarrels, the greateft feuds and paffions re- 
“ markable j as unqualified minifters as in 
“ other places*, and, perhaps it may be faid 
“ alfo, the greateft number of Diflenters from 
** the eftablilhed Church. Nothing hath been 
** the caufe of greater violence and ftrife^ and 
“ ill will amongft neighbours, than this 
** choice j and the time of election is com- 

* Reafonablenefs of Conformity, 276, fol. odit. 
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*' monly the time of heatand anger, and it 

ends often in a bad, choice, and in the 
** alienation of the minds pf many men from 
** their brethren, and from their minifter, 
** worthy or not worthy”,,. 

The Puritans complained, that though the 
Dodtrine of Predeftination was to be found 
in the Articles of the Church, yet they were 
prohibited from preaching it. The truth is, 
from the very beginning of the Reformation, 
fome of the wifeft men were well aware of 
the difficulty of the fubjedt, and yet were 
compelled, by the neceffity of the times, tp 
frame an Article, which, comprehending two 
parties widely differing from dach other, is 
more an article of peace than of informa¬ 
tion. We are no ftrangers in thefe days what 
gloominefs on the one hand, and what pre- 
Cumption on the other, the doctrine has cre¬ 
ated. Inftead of that comfortable hope of a 
gracious reception from the Father of Mer¬ 
cies, which every true Chriftian feels when 
fie enters or leaves the Hcufe of Go.d, v^e 
fee many unhappy men entering or leaving 
their conventicles with downcaft looks and 
lad countenances, their health is gradually 
impaired, and the pleafures -of friendly, inter- 
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courfe are totally loft. We may fay of their 
Religion, with truth, that it hath neither th$ 
promife of this life, nor of that which is to 
come. And we may alfert, with equal truth 
and confidence, that no government in any 
age could ifiue forth a more wife, a more ufe- 
ful, and a more confolatory prohibition on 
the fubjedt of Religion, than this very Pro^ 
hibition which the Puritans fo feverely con- 
demned. 

That the Articles concerning grace, faith, 
and good wor|cs, lean towards the fide of en- 
thufiafm, is neither to be condemned nor 
wondered at. The errors to which they were 
oppofed will at once explain and juftify fuch 
language. It is a familiar but expreflive com- 
parifon, that, to make the crooked ftraight, we 
muft bend the contrary way. Oppofite er¬ 
rors in our times require a different kind of 
religious inftrudtion, and yet it is afalfe and 
malicious charge againft the eftablifhed Cler¬ 
gy, that they do not fufficiently enforce the 
neceflity of faith, and the true efficacy of 
grace. 

i 

The advocates for a new eftablifhment, 
and the oppofers of all eftablifhments, have 
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enquired, whether, upon the fuppofition that 
the Reformation had been deferred till our 
days, the Articles would not have been ma¬ 
terially different from the prefent. No ad-r 
vantage is given by allowing that they cer¬ 
tainly would. In proportion to the dangers 
which furround us, we naturally prepare our 
defence. That he who engages to fupport a 
fyftem may, in the progrefs of life, find, or, 
which is the fame as to the effedt upon his 
conduct, imagine, himfelf miftaken, cannot 
be denied. But the evils arifing from igno¬ 
rance, inftability, and prefumption, are infix 
pitely greater than any one eftablifhment ever 
produced j for in all of them we muft often 
diftinguilh the mifcondudt of individuals from 
the feeming or the real imperfections of the 
eftablifhments themfelves. 

Articles, like human laws, are liable to 
perverfion, evafion* or mifconftrudtion. The 
prudence and the induflry of Interpreters di- 
minifhes thofe evils which it cannot prevent. 
Ours are ufefully retained, as comprehending 
a hiftory of the religion of the times in which 
they were framed, and as exprefiing the rea- 
fons of our feparation from the Church of 
Rome on the one hand, and the Puritans on 
the other. And though he, who keeps the 
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moderate path between two parties, be in 
danger of difpleafing each, yet he gains the 
approbation of the cool and confiderate ; and 
if party zeal deprive him of much praife, and 
fubjedt him to much cenfure, during his life¬ 
time, pofterity will applaud his magnanimity, 
and vindicate the propriety of his condudt. 

Our Reformers, aided by the civil power, 
laid the foundation of religious liberty; fuc-r 
ceeding times enadted laws to ftrengthen what 
was weak, and to amend what was imperfedt. 
The hierarchy is difarmed of all its terrors ; 
ecclefiaftical law is adminiftered principally 
by the laity; and that power in temporal con-; 
cerns, which by a forced conftrudtion was firft 
granted to the Church, and continued to be 
' exercifed by fpiritual perfons, is now in the 
hands of profeffional men, adting with all the 
regularity and accuracy of other courts. Let 
every attempt to excite jealoufy between one 
kind of jurifdidtion and another be oppofed 
with unremitting induftry; and if the oppo- 
fition fhould not meet with deferved fuccefs, 
may it never betray us into murmuring and 
difcontent, but animate our endeavours to be 
true and faithful minifters of the Prince of 
Peace. 

SERMON 
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2 COR. I. 24. 

NOT FOR THAT WE HAVE DOMINION OVER 
YOUR FAITH, BUT ARE HELPERS OF 
YOUR JOY. 

T F the Church of England, affifted as Ihe 
X has been from time to time by the Le- 
gijlature, claimed an abfolute authority over 
the belief of mankind, lhe might be juftly 
charged with intolerance; and the words of 
the text, inftead of being what we appre¬ 
hend them to be, the rule of her conduit, 
would only be the fentence of her con¬ 
demnation. To claim greater deference than 
was claimed by the Apoftles themfelves 
Would be the very height of prefumption. 
* A well known Hiftorian, who omits no 
opportunity of ridiculing or difparaging reli- 

* Hume. 1 
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gion, under the pretence of cenfuring fome 
of the particular defedts of its profeflbrs, 
has afferted that Priefts of all denominations 
are bigots. That he, who has been educated 
according to the tenets of any one commu¬ 
nion, whofe inclination has led him to ex¬ 
amine thofe tenets, to refute the arguments 
of gainfayers, to meet every objection, and to 
find out new reafons by which his faith is 
corroborated, fhould, during the progrefs of 
his enquiries, be animated with increafing 
zeal, is natural and unavoidable. The fame 
thing happens in the purfuit of any other 
kind of knowledge. The philofopher, the 
mathematician, the philologift, the antiqua¬ 
rian, and the cultivator of any of the fine 
arts, all of them claim fome indulgence 
from mankind, if their favourite employment 
fill them with a peculiar degree of ardour. 
Such ardour increafes their diligence, and 
caufes even the effufions of fancy to be re¬ 
ceived with candour. The folid advantages 
accruing to fociety from their labours infi¬ 
nitely counterbalance any inconveniences arif- 
ing from a few conjectures, apparently vifio- 
nary and'ill fupported. Eflentialsall the time 
retain their dignity and importance. Why 
then fhould that candour which is fhewn to 

others 
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others be denied to the Minifters of Chrift ? 
Is Theology a fcience of lefs utility than 
others ? Does it not derive fome weight even 
from ingenious opinions, to which future in- 
duftry may give additional fandtion ? No dan¬ 
gerous confequences are to be feared, as long 
as a proper diftindtion is made between that 
evidence which is diredt and that which is 
collateral, between abfolute certainty andf 
and mere probability. 

How far the charge of intolerance may be 
juftly brought againft individuals, is as un- 
neceffary to enquire as it,would be impoffible 
to determine. 

It is intended in the following difcourfe, 
to point out the unreafonablenefs of fuch a 
chargei againft the eftablilhment itfelf, by 
vindicating thofe two parts of it which our 
adverfaries complain of as. moft uncharitable. 

The firft is, the Sacramental Teft. 

The fecond is, the Athanafian Creed. 

And firft, let us confider the Sacramental Teft. 

It were eafy to prove, if the proof could 
anfwer any good purpofe, that when the 
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Prefbyterian Party prevailed in this kingdom, 
they did not give a perfedt pattern of that 
lenity which their fucceffors have already ex¬ 
perienced, much lefs of that which has been 
fo often folicited. Perhaps party rancour in 
all Chriftians is much abated, and it would 
be unjuft to appropriate that cenfure to any 
one denomination, which, in certain degrees, 
was due to all. It is much more to our pur- 
pofe to remind men, that though the opinion 
of a majority in any kingdom be no teft of 
trhth, yet it muft be the principle of a reli¬ 
gious eftablifhment to be fupported by the 
Civil Power. If thofe, who think differently, 
be allowed the free exercife of their religon, 
as far as may be confiftent with the fupport 
of Chriftianity and the well being of fociety, 
they have all that they can reafonably claim, 
and they ought not to afk for more. The ex¬ 
ample of the principal and of inferior magif- 
trates is of peculiar efficacy in recommending 
and enforcing the national religion. If ho¬ 
nour and emolument were held out to the 
oppofers of fuch religion, they might in time 
become formidable by their number. Exclu- 
fion from offices of truft is but a negative 
punifhment, and has been, upon fome occa- 
fions, a real benefit, That he who is invefted 
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With additional power of being ufeful to 
others, fhould receive the Holy Comrnunion, 
may be.attended with many falutary effedts, 
if the perfon receiving it confider the Legifla- 
ture as addrefiing him to the following pur¬ 
port. “ You are now advanced to a more 
** refpedlable ftation. An additional truft 
** requires additional fidelity. The Holy 
“ Eucharift will, or ought to, banifti from 
*' your heart all malice and all refentment. 
** Let your inclination to do good increafe 
“ with your power. After the utmoft care 
« f and vigilance, the infirmities of human 
** nature are too difcernible. Approach 
“ His A 1 tar, commemorate His fufferings, 
*« who alone can fuccour you in the hour 
*« of temptation. Comfortable and edify- 
** ing as this foletnn fervice is, let your pre- 
** fent attendance be an earned of future zeal 
** in that worlhip, which remembers all that 
** are in authority, with fo much the greater 
'* earneftnefs, becaufe. their conduct more ma- 
“ terially affedts the welfare of the commu- 
“ nity.” 

After the utmoft lenity and liberality which 
can be (hewn to Sedlaries, experience has 
taught us that they are fufpicious of being 
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flightly regarded, that they fhew a manifeft 
partiality to others of the fame communion j 
and the levelling principle, which they fup- 
port in ecclefiaftical concerns, now and then 
{hews itfelf alfo in civil. Their indifference 
to the eftablifhment, their hoftility to a part 
of the legiflative body, their clamours againft 
the prerogative, and their democratical fenti- 
ments, juftified, as they pretend, by the Revo¬ 
lution, render them improper judges of the 
rights of king and people. If, in the Roman 
Empire, the ecclefiaftical refembled the civil 
arrangement; if, as a learned * foreigner hath 
juftly obferved, the fame refemblance fubfift 
in England, an obvious conclufion will be 
drawn, that, as a regular fubordination is re- 
quifite to preferve regularity in fpiritual as 
well as temporal government, fimilar methods 
will be moft effectual to preferve it. The al¬ 
liance between Church and State will hereby 
be more clofely cemented, the general turn 
and genius of a people will be more judici- 
oufly confulted, the friend of monarchy will 
become the friend of epifcopacy, and he, 
whofe habits of thinking, incline him to fhew 
deference to the difpenfers of law and juftice, 
will not withold it from the difpenfers of the 
Gofpel. Fully fenfible of the dignity of them 

* Mofhcim. 
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all, he will be little inclined to cenfure or to 
cavil at thofe outward means, by which dig¬ 
nity mull be fupported. 

In favour of them who poflefs military 
command, connivance and annual indemnity 
have all the effedts of a difpenfation. It does 
not, however, feem improper to take care, 
that they, who live in conftant danger, 
fhould be more efpecially habituated, to attend 
on divine ordinances, and, in particular, on 
the Holy Eucharift, with an injunction, that ' 
all thofe, who concientioufly differ, fhould 
receive it from their own miniflers. Military 
government is eftablifhed upon its own max¬ 
ims, and demands greater degrees of fubjec- 
tion. It precludes that turbulence which 
diftradts the community at large; its adjudi¬ 
cations are concife, and admit of no tedious 
litigation, for the cafes to be decided are 
not complex. 

Let us, moreover, recoiled!, that many of 
the Diffenters have deviated from their own 
eftablifhment; that they have founded an 
alarm againft eftablifhments in general; that 
a propofal to fubfcribe to the Scriptures might 
eventually join Chriftians and Mahometans 

H 4 • together. 


Digitized by Google 



120 


SERMON V. 


together, and that to endeavour to overtufh 
what we deem eflential dodtrines of Chrifti- 
anity, and to fow diflatisfaction and difcon- 
tent among the people, is neither conciliatory 
nor grateful. That this is the language of a 
confiderable body, is felf evident, and it juf* 
tifies the prefent reftridtion more than a thou- 
fand arguments. 

Let us .proceed to the confideration of the 
Athanaiian Creed. 

Its antiquity is often called in queftion. 
The learned * Hiftorian of it has proved that 
it is of more ancient date than is generally 
imagined, and that a fimilar one was com- 
pofed very early by John, Patriarch of Antioch. 
Whatever be it’s date,it’s agreement withScrip- 
ture mull decide it’s title to our approbation. 
We may, perhaps, be reminded that fomeof 
our own mod fanguine friends have wilhed to 
expunge it. But one of them -f* lived to re- 
tradt his opinion, and a friend of truth is not 
to be overawed by authority, however refpec- 
table, nor filenced by popular clamour. And, 
for the fake of clear inveftigation, let us con- 
fider, in the firft place, the damnatory fen- 
tence at the beginning as a general propofi- 

* Waterland. + Chillingworth. 
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tion ; and, fecondly, confider its application 
to the particular doctrines of the Creed. 

And firft, let us confider the damnatory fen- 
tence as a general propofition. Many Unbe¬ 
lievers and fome Chriftians, fuppofe opinions 
to be involuntary, and therefore harmlefs. But 
let them confider how far this will carry them. 
Every wild effufion of fancy, every fentiment 
that may tend to difturb fociety, or to infringe 
upon the rights of individuals, may be par¬ 
doned or vindicated upon fuch a fuppofition. 
And thofe deluded men, who, under the plea 
of Scriptural Authority, maintained that all 
the property of Chriftians was common, 
ought, in a religious view, to have been ex- 
cufed, whatever animadverfion the civil ma- 
giftrate might take. It is true, that all ab- 
furd and heretical opinions are not equally 
dangerous, nor imply an equal depravation of 
mind. So neither are all vices. Different 
degrees of cenfure muft be apportioned to the 
different degrees of malignity. Of the ufe 
of thofe talents which God hath given us, we 
muft one day render a ftridt account, and it 
will then, and then only, be known, whether 
every man have made a proper ufe of thofe 
with which he was entrufted. In the mean 
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time, he is to be admonifhed of this, left idle- 
nefs or perverfion fhould fhelter themfelves 
under the plea of ignorance. 

Nothing,is more exprefsly revealed in Holy 
Scripture, than that he who does not believe 
the Chriftian Religion fhall be condemned. 
The Unbeliever fays he makes not his appeal 
to the tribunal which Chriftians have eredted 
againft him, and that, therefore, fuch a fen- 
tence can carry no terrors with him. But 
does he think himfelf a moral agent, account¬ 
able to his Creator for his thoughts, words, 
and adtions ? If he proceed even thus far, 
he muft condemn any notion which under¬ 
mines the foundation of his boafted Religion 
of Nature. By parity of reafon, Chriftians 
may condemn whatever opinions are fubver- 
five of their Religion. There is no one point 
upon which our Divines have infilled with 
more juftice, and with greater ftrength of 
argument, than this, namely—That a re- 
jedtion of the terms of falvation fubjedts men 
to the danger of eternal perdition. They 
maintain that man cannot be faved by his 
own defervings, and that, if he will not be 
faved by the merits of Chrift, his lot is moft 
truly deplorable. 

If 
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If it be faid that unbelief may arife front 
a diforder, or from a defedt, in the under- 
ftanding, every fuch cafe is, by implication, 
excepted. In thofe offences which are punifh- 
able by the laws of the land, previous en¬ 
quiry is made how far the intention was con¬ 
cerned, and one of, the greateft injuries 
which one can commit againft another, will 
be pardoned, if previous malice and previous 
intention can be difproved. Whoever, there¬ 
fore, interprets the fentence without fuch a 
qualification as is common to all ftatutes and 
laws whatfoever, charges us with an abfur- 
dity which he himfelf has created. 

Moreover, this fentence is deemed by us 
declaratory of the general will of God, and 
does not imply an abfolute exclufion of every 
culpable individual from his mercy. We kno^r 
not what allowances may be' made for preju¬ 
dice of education, or for thofe prepoffeflions 
which improper affociations, or wrong notions 
of Chriftian liberty, have introduced. And, 
if fuch a conceffion fhould be deemed an eva- 
fion of its ftridt and obvious meaning, which 
is very far from being intended, let us advert 
to other denunciations of vengeance againft 
unqueftionable offences. In the Commina- 

tion 


Digitized by Google 



124 SERMON V. 

tion Service, the curfes of God again ft all Tin¬ 
ners are rehearfed, and acknowledged by the 
people to be juftly due. But did any thinking 
perfon ever imagine that he was condemning 
himfelf or others to eternal perdition ? Did 
he ever fuppofe that what is defigned to lead 
the ferious Chriftian to an abhorrence of fin 
and a fincere repentance fhould be a fandtion 
for uncharitablenefs or fink him in defpair ? 
And if a general deteftation of wicked practi¬ 
ces imply no right nor any intention of con¬ 
demning individuals, why Ihould fuch right 
appear to be claimed, why ihould. fuch inten¬ 
tion be imputed, in repeating what we deem 
the denunciation of heaven, againft the open 
oppofer, or the treacherous fupporter of the 
Chriftian Faith ? Knowing the terrors of the 
Lord, we endeavour to perfuade men to come 
to the knowledge of the Truth. 

But we have been frequently told, that we 
retain the language and the fpirit of Popery. 
Let us not be terrified by invidious names* 
Many good and ufeful things have been 
brought into negledt and contempt by odious 
appellations. Not to enter into the caufes of 
our feparation from the Church of Rome, and 
difapproving, as we hope many of the Ro- 

manifts 
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manifts themfelves difapprove, the temporal 
punifhment of fuch herefies as muft be left to 
a more awful Tribunal, we agree in one point. 
That whatever is revealed in Scripture, is re¬ 
quired to be believed by every Chriftian upon 
pain of the heavy wrath of God, and a final 
condemnation, in cafe of obftinate perfeve- 
rance. If Tranfubftantiation, Prayers for the 
dead. Indulgences, Purgatory or any other 
part of their Inftitution, which Proteftants 
rejed, had been found in the facred writers, 
our oppofition would not be warrantable, we 
fhould be found to fight againfi God. 

Having confidercd the damnatory claufe as 
a general propofition, we are in the fecond 
place to confider how it is applied in the 
Creed itfelf. 

We muft ever lament that the mifapplied 
curiofity of men fhould have made it at all 
necefiary to enlarge upon myfterious dodrines. 
It might have been fortunate for the peace 
and tranquillity of the Chriftian Church, if 
the Apoftle’s Creed had been fufficient. But 
fince men •will be wife above what is written, fqjpie 
remedy muft be found out, which may either 
fatisfy or reftrain their curiofity. And who¬ 
ever 
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ever perufcs the feveral parts of the Creed be¬ 
fore us, will find, that fo far from creating 
minute enquiries concerning the do&rine of 
the Trinity, it is more efpecially calculated 
to difcountenance and prevent them. When 
the mind enters into a laborious and minute 
inveftigation of things which it cannot com¬ 
prehend, infenfible of the narrow limits of 
its own powers, it will be led to fubftitute 
fome vague or vifionary idea in the place of 
folid and ufeful truth. The union of the di¬ 
vine and human nature in the perfon of Chrift 
is not to be explained j and when we are in- 
ftrudted to fay, that “ as the reafonable foul 
** and flelh is one man, fo God and Man is 
“ one Chrift,” the manner of union is not ex¬ 
plained, for we know not how the foul is 
united to the body. Unity of perfon and 
character in the blefled Jefus is aflerted and 
enforced againft all thofe who have been led 
to deny a myftery which they could not ex¬ 
plain, the myftery of God manifeft in the 
flefti, a myftery which even the Angels de- 
fired to look into, and which could not at all 
have exifted, if he had been a mere martyr 
and a mere man. 

That every perfon in the ever blefted Tri¬ 
nity is God and Lord, no one denies, who 

be- 
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believes in the Trinity, but to fpeak of them 
collectively as three Gods and three Lords, 
has an air of Polytheifm. Sublime truths re¬ 
quire modefty and caution in our expreffions, 
and whatever checks prefumption, prepares, 
the mind for the reception of found and ufe- 
ful dodtrine. The abufe of Scriptural lan¬ 
guage firft occafioned a deviation from it in 
Creeds, and common candour will compel all 
parties to acknowledge the difficulty of find¬ 
ing proper words to exprefs fo much as it 
was intended for us to know, and no more. 
This difficulty increafes when the fenfe of 
what originally was delivered in one language, 
is to be exprefled in another. Incomprehen- 
fible does not convey to the Engliffi reader 
the idea of immenfus 5 and ejfence might pro¬ 
bably have been more proper, or lefs liable 
to mifconftruCtion, than fubjiance , as the lat¬ 
ter may appear to fome to carry with it an 
idea of materialifm. If it be faid that men in 
general know nothing of the errors alluded 
to, that many of them are forgotten or dif- 
regarded, and that peaceable minds ought not 
to be perplexed, we may anfwer, that it is 
perfectly confonant- to the nature of all ele¬ 
mentary inftruttion, to ftate negatively, what 
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is not to be maintained, and pofitively what 
isj and that he, who adheres to the affirma- 
tive part, virtually renounces, the negative. 

The learned can read the Scriptures in, the 
original language ; they can confult the an¬ 
nals of the Church j they can trace out every 
feCt to it’s original founder. They can, ex¬ 
cept in cafes of grofs contradiction and abfur- 
dity, give regular and confiftent accounts of 
each, they can fee the dangers to which 
others have been expofed ; but, with refpeCk 
to a particular knowledge of the doCtfine of 
the Trinity, what great difference is there 
between the learned and the unlearned ? 
Canji thou , by fear ching, find out the Almigh¬ 
ty ? Verily he is a God, that hideth himfelf. 
Now, admitting that fome part of this Creed 
is calculated only for more improved under- 
llandings, the lefs enlightened part of Chrif- 
tians can leave out what is minute, and ac- 
quiefce in general terms. And from the very 
nature of the inftitution, this confeffion of. 
Faith is deemed of lefs general ufe than the 
Nicene and the Apoftles’ Creed, upon both 
of which it may be confidered as a comment. 

As the effential points inculcated in all are 
the fame, it is difficult to fay how he who 

difbelieves 
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difbelieves one ihould not difbelievc another.' 
The truth is, that Unitarians, Arians, and 
Socinians, will be content with nothing fhort 
of an univerfal renunciation of the whole 
dodtrine of the Trinity; and, in the mean 
time, feel great indignation to be excluded 
from miniftring in holy things. Some, in¬ 
deed, have been admitted into the miniftry 
upon conditions which they themfelves open¬ 
ly and avowedly difapprove. The pretence 
of performing fubftantial fervice to the 
Church is alledged in their vindication. But 
fuch a pretence is an inftance of vanity and 
folly. It is an inftance of vanity, to fuppofe 
that, after fo much has been written, and 
when fo many perfons of real knowledge arc 
daily admitted to the facred fundtion, the ad¬ 
herence of a few individuals to the paftoral 
care fliould be of fo much importance. With¬ 
out diminiftiing their number, or depreciating 
their abilities, great, and, we truft, fuccefs- 
ful, would be the company of preachers, not- 
withftanding their departure. It is an in¬ 
ftance of folly to fuppofe that their flock have 
fuch a peculiar veneration for them. For 
what ought to be imagined concerning thofe 
who can enter the Holy Temple, and offer 
^applications to God the Son, and God the 
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Holy Ghoft, arid yet dilbelieve them to he 
dbjedb of adoration ? Is not the fin of hypo* 
crify and duplicity aggravated, when com¬ 
mitted in the more immediate prefence of 
him, unto whom all hearts be open, aU dejirei 
known , and from whom no fecrets are bid? Cart 
fiich perfons be real objedts of veneration 
among ft the people ? Neither redtitude of 
morals in other refpetts, if it can exift under 
fiich equivocation, nor fuperority of talents, 
will preferve them from cenfure. Moderate 
abilities, joined with anlioneft heart, will do 
more real fervice among the ignorant than 
the mod brilliant powers difgraced by Angu¬ 
larity and morofenefs. Much more confident 
and much more praife worthy was the con- 
dudfc of thofe, who feceded from the Church, 
when it’s Articles and Liturgy were no lon¬ 
ger fatisfadtory. Let others of the fame fertti- 
ments profit, in the true fenfe of profiting, by 
fuch examples; let them fecure a good name, 
which is better than riches, by a manly refig- 
nation of that which they cannot retain with 
honour, when they condemn the terms upon 
which it was firft conferred. 

The ftatute which inflidts a penalty, upon 
fuch as lhall be convidted of preaching openly 

againfl 
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$gaipft thfC, do<ftrine pfit^e Trinity, has not 
pply loft all it’,s t^rrpr, and all it’s, force, but 
is farcaftically faid to be the only argument 
pf which we are in ppfteftion. So grateful is 
fhp return pa^de for more than legal tolera? 
tipi). We fear no enqpjfy, we wifti to filencc 
ffe g^infayer. more by argument than by pro¬ 
ceeding even tp the juft extent of our power. 
The experience of paft times, and of the pre¬ 
lent, has taught us, that fome men would be? 
come famous even under lawful Animadvpr- 
lion, who might otheryvife mix with the 
rnafs of their fellow creatures, apd bo forgot? 
ten. At the fame tijne, fuch perfons, what¬ 
ever name they aflume, would have had no 
reafon to complain, if, while they are allow¬ 
ed tp pray to God the Father only , they (hould 
be restrained by the Civil Magiftrate from 
fpjeaking irreverently of the Son and Holy 
Ghoft. Common gratitude and common de¬ 
cency require modefty and referve from them. 
And in order that we may not on this fuh- 
jedk even appear to be carried to an extremity 
,of zeal, a ftropg and appofite illuftratipn may 
be adduced in our favour. Perhaps there is no 
dodtrine of the Church of Rome which Pro- 
teftants have more uniformly oppofed than 
that of Tranfubfiaqtiation. We are called 
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upon to difavow the belief of it in themoft 
particular manner, when we renew our en* 
gagements of fidelity and allegiance to our 
Sovereign. What fhould we think of a Pro- 
teftant, refiding and protedted in a Ptopifh 
country, if he fhould treat the Hofl with 
open contempt? To ridicule or inveigh 
againfi an error which he could not remove 
would be unavailing j to give difgufi to a 
people, under whofe guardianfhip, perhaps 
under whofe courtefy and hofpitality, he lives 
in fatisfadtion and fecurity, would argue a 
perverfion of mind more fatal to true Chrif- 
tianity than the greateft fpeculative error. 

But why, it is often faid, are we fo zealous 
in enforcing dodtrines merely fpeculative? 
The anfwer is, we believe them to be in¬ 
culcated in Scripture, efiential to the Chrif- 
iian Religion, and not merely fpeculative. 
The Son and the Holy Ghoft are each of thetit 
faid to be fent by the Father, each of them 
contributes to the great work of our falvatioff, 
Torefufe them divine honour is unqueftkm- 
ably to deny their divine power. And who 
(hall expedt benefit from the exertions of that 
power which he denies ? Who fhall receive 
that affifiance for which he difdains to fup- 

plicate ? 
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plicate? We do not prefumeto fix limitsto 
divine mercy. Bat furely we. always endan T 
ger our title to it, when we rejedt the con¬ 
ditions upon which it is granted. The humble 
Christian hopes for no benefit from the Gof- 
pel Covenant, but from a firm reliance on 
the merits of his Saviour, and the aid of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Chriftianity receives additional importance* 
and commands additional reverence, from the 
dignity of it’s Author. So much may be .con* 
eluded from the Parable of the Hufbandraen* 
and from the beginning of the Epiftle to thc 
Hebrews, * And if the wordfpoken by Angels 
was ftedfafl', and every tranfgrefiion and difobedi - 
ence received a juft recompence tfreward y How 
fhallwe ejeape , if we negleSt fo great a fitly)at ion, 
which at the firji began to be fpoken by the JLord t 
and was confirmed unions by them that , heard 
him; God alfio bearing them witnefs, bath with 
figns and. wonders, and with divers miracles , 
and gifts f the Holy Ghofi, according, ta his 
own will. 


- Humility is enforced by : the wonderful 
humiliation of Chrift. Abhorrence of fininy 
ereafes in proportion to the value of the ran- 

* Hcb. ii, v. 2, 3, 4. 
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Tom required for its expiation. Our convic* 
lion of the neceflity of fuch an expiation de* 
pends upon the abfolute certainty of it’s hav¬ 
ing been offered and accepted. Are we irt 
diftrefs ? Our affurance of the love of God is 
fncreafed by the great event which he 
brought about in Bethlehem. \ Scarcely for a 
righteous man •will one die, yet, peradventure, 
for a good man fome would even dare to die . But 
God commendeth his love towards us in that 
while we were yet fnners, Chrijl died for us. 
* He that fpared not bis own fon , but delivered 
him up for us all, how Jhall he not with him alfo 
freely give us all things ? Were the Socinian 
tlo&rine true, the force of fuch reafoning 
Would vanifh. Nor would our bleffed Lord, 
after having affumed peculiar authority, and 
accepted peculiar appellations, be a perfect 
pattern of humility. His claims of preemi¬ 
nence, enforced by the predictions of the 
ftrophets, and the preaching of his Apoftles* 
would eventually tend to his degradation,, 
andtheir difhonour. They would be found 
falfe witnefles. 

4 From what has been faid, it is hoped that 
every true friend of Christianity will receive 

f Rom* v. 7, 8, * Rom. viii. 3*. 
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the articles of faith, contained in this Creed, 
with deference and godly fear, not as deriv¬ 
ing their authority from the will of man, 
but from the Word of God. Let him ever re¬ 
member, that though no rubrick be inferted 
for the purpofe, yet we are warranted by rea- 

fon and common fenfe to affirm what was once 
■ % 

intended to be declared by a rubrick, ** That 
** the condemning claufes are to be under- 
“ flood as relating to thofe, who obflinately 
“ deny the fubflance of the Chriflian Faith.” 
The Creed had a very general reception 
among Eaftern and Weftern Churches. And, 
to ufe the words of it’s accurate Hiftorian, 
** may it ever continue in full force, till the 
Chriflian Churches can find out (which 
*• they will not eafily do) a jufter, or 
“ founder, or more accurate, form of faith 
** than this is.” And may he, who alone can 
order the unruly wills and affeSlions of Jinful 
men , evermore keep us JledfaJl in this faith , 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord, to whom, 
with the Father and .the Holy Ghoft, be all 
honour and glory, world without end. 
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NUMB. XVI. Part of the nth Verfe. 

THOU AND ALL THY COMPANY ARE GA¬ 
THERED TOGETHER AGAINST THE 
LORD. 

N OTHING has created greater con-* 
tention between the Sectaries and our- 
felves than proper modes of ChriftianWor- 
fhip. They feem to wage perpetual war 
againft every part of our inftitution; againft 
our temples, our ceremonies, our veftments j 
againft prefcribed forms of prayer in general, 
and againft the Common Prayer in particular.- 
It is intended, in the following difcourfe, to 
anfwer their moft formidable objections. 

And firft, let us confider their objections 
againft our temples, our ceremonies, and our 

veftments. 
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veftments. Thcfe are invidioufly faid t6 be 
the invention? and ordinances of man, A con- 
fefiion that they are can be no argument 
againft their propriety and utility. Why 
fhould man be blamed for regulating that 
which is evidently left in his power ? Mat¬ 
ters of ornament or decency require no ab- 
ilrufe reafoning, no laborious inveftigation, 
much lefs do they require the aid. of infpired 
penmen j and, if fome fmall deference be 
paid to the prejudices of the ,p^ople, there 
can.be .no juft caufe of complaint. But if no 
diftindtion between the primitive times and 
the darker ages, or between the darker ages 
and our own, be attended to, if the ufe muft 
be confounded with the abufe, every, argu¬ 
ment we can bring will be fuperduous. 
Should, enquiry be made where we will fix 
the boundary, it is obvious that in things 
commonly called indi$erent,.but only fo called 
in ©ppofition to eftentials, an ejeadt boundary 
is not neceffary. to be iixed; and no mode¬ 
rate man would depart from a Church mere¬ 
ly upon the fuppofitiop of her retaining, n^ore 
externals than he heartily approves. No fo- 
ciety could adi coltedtively with harmony and 
efficacy, if individuals did not give way in 

things 
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things of fmalier moment. # Indeed, many 
wife and good men, little inclined to vexa- 
tious ahimadverfion, or uncharitable cenfure, 
have been of opinion that fomewbat more nf 
the Romifli ritual, or of outward decoration* 
might have been retained without injury to 
religion. An attachment to ceremonies was 
objected with much malignity and invedlivd 
againft a Prelate of the laft century, who died 
a facrifice to that intolerance, from which, in 
the days of his power, he had not been en*- 
tirely free. Happy would it have have been 
for this kingdom, if his judgment had never 
. erred more than in the ceremonious c'onlecra- 
tion of a Church, or in giving additional 
iplendour to the worfliip of the Alrilighty. 

Various are the methods by which popu¬ 
larity has been acquired. Sometimei aufte- 
rity and mortification, fometimes, on the con¬ 
trary, an attempt to reconcile religion and 
fenfuality together, has led t6 refutation and 
pre-eminence. None of the lead fafcinating 
arts is that by which the pride of man is flat- 

* Wida, Archbifliop of Cologn, was defirous of retaining tH 
the religious ceremonies of the Church of Rome which were not 
impious. His plan moft refemblcd that of England. Bayle’a 
Dictionary* 
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tered, by which he is placed above his real 
Rate and condition, and inverted, as it fhould 
feem, with greater dignity and honour. An 
unwary perfon may be captivated by the fol¬ 
lowing kind of reafoning. “ Confider that 
“ thy tabernacle of clay muft (hortly be put 
“ off, and that the more thou abftra&eft thy- 
“ felf from earthly objedts during thy conti- 
“ nuance here, the better wilt thou be pre- 
** pared for that fpiritual life which thou art 
to lead hereafter. The vanity of man irn- 
“ pOfes religious rites and ceremonies, and the 
“ authority even of Jefus Chrift himfelf is al- 
** ledged in his defence. But knoweft thou 
“ not, that where there is a fpiritual mean- 
“ ing, the fymbols or tokens, which exprefs 
“ that fpiritual meaning, are nothing of them- 
f* felves but lifelefs matter, and may there- 
*■* fore be done away ? As well mighteft thou 
“ think that the feet of the difciples are to be 
“r waflied, as that the laft fupper is to be re*? 
“prefented by bread and wine. And what is 
“ Baptifm but the purification .of the inward 
■ * man ? Canft thou think that the fprinkling 
“ of water ftiould be at all effectual in taking 
*“ away fin ? How ftrange were it, after God 
“ hath commanded us to worihip him inJpi- 
“ rit and in truth , if that worihip be ddfguifed 
t “by 


Digitized by Google 



S E R M- & N VL i 4 t 

“ by fplendid and glittering appearances ? It 
“ not heaven his'throne $ Is not earth bis foot* 
** Jloolt- What houfe ihall be made fuitable 
** to His majefty, who hath himfelf created 
“ all things ? Let His temple be fixed in the 
*' the hearts of His people. Be thyfelf the 
** altar t the Jacrifice , and the priejl." All thefe 
fentiments are too elevated for our prefent 
weaknefs and infirmity. We cannot dived: 
ourfelves of a regard to appearances ; and they 
beft know our frame, who have condefcended 
to the prejudices of the outward man, with¬ 
out forgetting the edification aijd improve¬ 
ment of the inward. 

It were eafy to prove that the cafe of the 
two Sacraments, and that of waffling the feet 
of the difciples, are altogether different. By 
the Sacraments we are made partakers of all 
the benefits of the Chriftian covenant, we en¬ 
gage to believe all the Articles of the Chrif* 
tian Faith, and to pra&ife every chriftian vir¬ 
tue. Thus much is allowed by all Chriftians j 
and to us who believe Chrift to have been a 
full, perfect, and fufficient facrifice, they ad- 
mi nifter peculiar confolation. But what was 
our Lord's intention in waffling the feet of 
his difciples ? To exemplify the virtue of hu-« 

' mility. 
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mility, which may be exemplified by gny 
ether inftance of benevolent condefcenfion. 
The reprefentation of this jnftru&ion by an 
Adi, though founded upon too literal an in¬ 
terpretation, is continued in the Church of 
Rome without any glaring impropriety. The 
awfulnefs of the Scene which it calls to re¬ 
membrance, is increafed by the artlefs fira- 
plicity with which St. John has deferibed it. 
Of externals in general we can only fay, that 
excefs (hould be avoided, that in our Church 
it has been avoided, that our ceremonies are 
few and expreffive, that our veftments are 
fuited to the nature of the facred fun&ion, 
that in all important offices it is neceflary to 
dlftinguiffi between the individual and the 
publick charadler he fuftains, that fome of the 
DiiTenters have acknowledged the ufe of fa-r 
cerdotal habits, by partly adopting them, and 
that the lefs we affimilate the outward circumt 
fiances of worlhip to the outward circum- 
ftances of common life, the greater reverence 
we (hall exprefs in the congregation of the 
faithful. If mufick, if any other of the fine 
arts, can add to our devotion, without draw¬ 
ing our attention and affedion from ,Him who 
is to us all in all, why (hould they be defpifed 
or rejeded? What affifted and.animated a 
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Jew may furely animate a Chriftian. The 
harp and the cymbal accompanied the Songs 
of Sion. But as the ufe of them was not in- 
joined by the ceremonial law, fo neither can 
the abrogation of the one be conclufive for the 
abrogation of the other. To alledge that 
mufick excites more curiofity than piety is to 
argue from the abufe, and the reafonirig, if 
worthy attention at all, would be partly valid 
igainft fpiritual inftruCtion in Churches. In 
fait, though the love of novelty or of variety 
be too predominant, yet it does not altogether 
exclude better motives, even in its moll: un- 
juftifiable ufurpation, and he who entered the 
Houfe of God with little purpofe of being 
made a better Chriftian, may return from it 
with unexpected zeal, and almoft involun¬ 
tary imprefiions. Without an inward call, 
his mind may be thoroughly affeCted, though, 
like the angry Conqueror of the Liberties of 
Rome, in the cafe of Ligarius, he thought 
himfelf uninterefted in the fubjeCt matter, and 
only wiftied for eloquence and harmony. 


Toconfecrate places for publick worfhip, is 
to confer no inherent fandtity upon thofe places, 
and the Almighty is only faid, by a figure, to 
be more immediately prefent in them, b'e- 

caufe 
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caufe he is, or ought to be, more immedi¬ 
ately prefcnt to our minds. We ate fuppofed 
to have left our worldly cares and worldly dif- 
tindtions behind us; outward reverence itfelf is 
nothing, unlefs it exp refs and increafe inward 
humility. 

The objections againft preferibed forms of 
prayer in general, and againft the Common 
Prayer in particular, are now to be confidered. 

Preferibed forms of prayer have every fanc- 
tion which long ufage in the Jewilh and the 
Chriftian Church can give them, they have 
the fandtion of our Lord himfelf. They are 
are attended with many advantages to the peo¬ 
ple, who knowing beforehand what petitions 
they are to offer up, and having no defire of 
novelty to be gratified, can apply themfelves 
without diftradtion to the feveral duties of 
publick worihip. If infpiration be pretended 
to, we can only fay that the effedts muft ena¬ 
ble us to judge of fuch pretenfions. It is lit¬ 
tle Ihort of blafphemy to aferibe to the fug- 
geftion of the Spirit what is frequently futile 
and abfurd, or, if rational, is premeditated. 

But want of variety is frequently infifted 
upon. Let men hanifh from religion the gra¬ 
tification 
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tification of ignorance and caprice. Let them 
in this, and in all other inftances, firmly 
withftand, and endeavour to overcome, ab- 
furd prejudices. If the recurrence of the 
fame fervice be fo extremely ofFenfive, why 
may we not wifh for another fun to rule the 
day, and other Jlars to govern the night 2 
* Why affect a change in words when the 


* If you (till think the variation of the phrafe is fo mighty 
a matter, let us try it, if you pleafe, in one or two inftances. 
We, in the confeffion of our fins to Almighty God, conftantly 
fay, “ We have offended againfi: thy holy laws.*’ You perhaps 
fay at one time, We have de/pifed thy commandments, at ano¬ 
ther time, We have committed iniquity, and at a third, We 
have done amift, and dealt very wickedly. We fue for par¬ 
don, and reftoraron to the divine favour, faying, “ reftore thou 
“ them that are penitent.** You, it may be, fay now, forgive 
us all our fins, which we truly and fincerely repent of 5 t&en. 
We confefs oar wickednefs, and aj*e forry for our fin, do thou 
forgive it: and the next time, perhaps, ufe other words of the 
fame import; returning, after a proper time, to the firft er- 
preffions, which I takeuo be one of the fecrets of extempore 
prayer. Is it now pofiiblc for you to think that the attention of 
any ferious man will depend upon his ufing conftantly one of 
thefe forms, or interchangeably, the other ? If it be fo* it is a 
fign he is not much wearied with the burden of his fins, nor 
very follicitoufly concerned about the forgivenefs of them* 

You will alk, perhaps, if I lhould not myfelf be weary of a 
Sermon, though it were ever fogood, a hundred times repeat¬ 
ed. To be fure, fir, I lhould s but the cafes are widely differ 
rent. I lhould be weary of a fermon fo often repeated, becaufe, 
being ftale, I lhould be nalonger entertained with it,;or be-* 
caufe, having fo often heard it, it would teach me nothing new, 
but what it had taught me long and many times before., But 
when I go to prayers , I do not propofe to myfelf entertainment, 
or information, or inftrq&ion, as your people generally item 
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fubjed matter continues the fame? Where the 
love of variety could be gratified without in¬ 
convenience, care has been taken to indulge 
it. Different pfalms and different portions of 
fcripture, together with various tranfitions 
from one adt of devotion to another, are a 
fufficient relief to a rational mind. 

The Liturgy is fometimes charged with 
tautology, and we are forbidden, fay our ad- 
verfaries, by our Lord himfelf, to ufe vain re¬ 
petitions. The Pharifees entertained unwor¬ 
thy notions of the Almighty, as if the effi¬ 
cacy of prayer depended upon it’s continu¬ 
ance, and as if the Almighty were to be pre¬ 
vailed upon by mere {hew, or importunity. 
But furely all repetitions are not vain. The 
Poet and the Orator will convince us of the 


to do. They feem to regard a prayer with the fame attention 
they do a fermon, and they expe& from the one the fame fort 
of inilru&ion or entertainment that they look for ftqm the 
other; which the perpetual repetition of the fame prayer not 
affording, they are difgufted at it, and naturally fall into a 
drowfy inattention to it. Whereas, if they would lay afide 
all expectation of having their judgments informed, or their 
imaginations entertained and diverted by the prayers of the 
Church, and look for nothing in them befides a reprefentation 
of the real wants and defires of a Chriftian to Almighty God, in 
proper and fuitable expreflions, the frequent rehearfal of them 
would not be fuch a wearinefs, and they would join in them 
with great devotion and delight. White’s Letter to a Gen¬ 
tleman diflendng from the Church of England, p. 38, 39. 
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contrary, whenever they wi(h to imprefs any 
idea more ftrongly. Mufick has it’s popular 
ttrains, which, however frequently they oc¬ 
cur, are heard with increafing pleafure. In 
many of our amufements, which are fuppofed 
to attraaft by gratifying our fondnefs for novel¬ 
ty, there is a reiteration of the fame incidents, 
a fulfilling of the fame wilhes. Are truths, 
then, moft highly interefting to the fons .of 
men, lefs proper to be frequently inculcated, 
lefs neceflary to be carefully remembered? The 
repetition of the Lord’s Prayer, though oc- 
cafioned by the union of fervices once ufed 
feparately, is a conftant admonition of the 
wifdom and goodnefs of our blefled Matter, 
aOd a check to the leaft prefumption and con¬ 
fidence in our own performances. 

The chief end of all our fervices, as of our 
exiftence itfelf, is the glory of God, who 
wills the happinefs of all his creatures. The 
doxology repeated caufes this primary pur- 
pofe to be uppermoft in our thoughts, and 
every new fubjedt gives additional animation 
to the fame form of praife. 

The folemn invocations for mercy from 
the three perlbns in the ever blefled Trinity 
have a famenefs of words, but a diftin&ion 
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of fignificatioo. We are taught by the ChriA 
tian Religion to hope for different bleflings 
from each, and that hope naturally fqggefts 
appropriated petitions. In fhort, no cenfure 
is applicable to any repetitions in the Liturgy, 
which is not applicable to the chorufes of 
the Pfalms themftlves. 

In the courfe of our Services we fuppljcate 
more than once for all orders and degrees of 
men, in their publick and private capacities; 
but though the objedts be the fame, the mat¬ 
ter of our prayers is diverfified. The lead¬ 
ing idea is perhaps the fame, a general ex- 
preffion will comprehend fucceeding particu-t 
lars. The fuffrages are a compendium of all 
that we can rcqueft. That compendium is 
naturally dilated in the following prayers. 
We have variety, but not without fome de¬ 
gree of refemblance. 

Our Services have now and then been cen- 
fured in refpedt to their duration. Some 
think them too fhort, others too tedious, 
which is a prefumptive proof at leaf! that we 
have kept the path of moderation. It is not 
granted to any man to define with precifion 
what portion of time is requifite for the pub- 
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lick and private worfhip of God. One 6f 
the well known errors of darker ages, not 
altogether renounced in the prefent day, was 
to relinquish the fubllantial purpofes of life* 
and to refill, in many in fiances, the reafon- 
able demands of nature for .the fake of ad¬ 
hering to the offices of devotion. Whereas it 
is clear, from the prefent constitution of 
things, that labour of fome kind or other is 
neceffary to the whole human race, that the 
portions of time required for the immediate 
fervice of the Almighty are very fmall when 
compared with the whole; that fuch fervice; 
when properly attended to, indicates and im¬ 
proves a good difpofition, but does not con* 
Slitute real goodnefs, is a preparation for a 
fpiritual conteft, a putting on of our fpiritual 
armour. But alas ! with too many it is the 
refource of idlenefs or hypocrify. How often 
do we fee the eyes and the hands lifted op to 
Heaven, while the heart is fixed upon earthly 
objedls ? * We have heard of days, in which 
rrien failed and prayed[for jirife and debate * and 
to finite •with the fifi of wickednefs. We know 
many who addrefs the fupreme Being with 
uncommon warmth and perfeverance, who 
ale diveiled of common honefty. What are 

* Ifaiab 58. 
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the prayers and Thankfgivings of fuch men* 
but the facrifices of fools, of whom we may 
affirm, that the more they offer the more they 
offend ? Yet fuch men are often diffatisfied 
with the daily Service of the Church, and re* 
pair to unhallowed places of abfurd worffiip 
to fupply the feeming deficiency. Others, ill 
affedted to religion, comparing this (hew of 
fandtity with it’s difgraceful and pernicious 
fruits, either conclude that the advantages of 
affembling together are more fpecious than 
real, or become impatient under the con¬ 
tinuance of prayers and praifes, which, cal¬ 
culated as they are to improve morality, have, 
through perverfenefs, tended to it’s annihila¬ 
tion and have ufurped it’s place. After all, 
they who complain of the tedioufnefs of the 
Liturgy, have reafon to fufpedt their own 
lukewarmnefs, and they who pronounce it 
too concife may, by meditation in private, fup¬ 
ply what they think is wanting : but let them 
^vetf diftinguifh real piety from puritanical 
tnutuffenefs, let them be at the greateil dif- 
•tariee from fuppofing that to be the end 

which is only the means. 

. \ .. 

- . ,-i . . 

v The power of abfolving was evidently 
granted to the minifters of Chrift. From it's 
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abufes in the Church of Rome, it has been the 
fiabjedt of ridicule or invcdtive. But what¬ 
ever the form may be, it is declaratory of the 
mercy of God upon the exprefs condition of 
fincere repentance. The Greek Church well 
explains the meaning of all our forms by the 
following words, “* The Lord pardon you 
“ by me his unworthy fervant.” The King 
of Heaven deals with us after the manner of 
earthly kings. He commiffions his embaf- 
fadors to allure us of his mercy and loving 
kindnefs. But he alone can give validity to 
their fentence, becaufe he alone knows whe¬ 
ther we have performed the conditions upon 
which it is pronounced. 

We are cenfured forpraying to be delivered 
from fudden death, becaufe, fay our adverfa¬ 
des, it can only be a real evil by our own 
perverfenefs. Were this objection of any 
force, it wpuld lead us to omit all kinds of 
depravity, it would be conclufive againft the 
pra&ice of good men in all ages, and under 
all difpeafations, who have requefted affift- 
ance from Heaven to refill the allurements of 
vice. And to pray againft the effeft of im¬ 
prudence and fupinenefs were but virtually 

* Sparrow's Rationale, p. 25, 
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praying againft the caufe. But the truth ls» 
hidden death is here confidered as a .temporal 
or worldly calamity, and we pray that no 
folly, no temerity of our own, no malice of 
our fellow creatures, no accident, which 
might have been prevented or avoided, may 
remove us from the land of the living before 
our appointed time. He, who hath implanted 
in us the principle of felf prefervation. He, 
who hath given efficacy to fo many modes of 
prolonging life, authorizes us to hope that He 
will not be offended if we ffiould fupplicato 
for length of days. It was held out as a bleffing 
to the Jews, it is held out to Chriftians as an 
inferior motive to prudence and indoffry, as 
a check to intemperance and prodigality: It 
is often more defireable for the fake of thofe 
committed to our immediate care and protec¬ 
tion,. than for our own. Sudden death has 
brought with it calamities which could nei¬ 
ther, he prevented nor forefeen, has created 
litigations of which remote pofterity may 
have felt the effects, has precluded the. exe¬ 
cution of many laudable purpofes, and has 
deftroyed the exertion of exalted talents. It 
may, therefore, be juftly deprecated, even; 
from a regard to the publick good, and the 
general in ter eft of. mankind. Prefumption is 

effectually 
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effectually prevented by the affurance that the 
rooft adverfe cireumftances may be turned to 
our advantage, and that we atk for nothing 
but as far as it may be expedient for us. 

Of Infant Baptiftn, which has created fo 
much controvcrfy, it may be proper to fpeak 
more particularly. The various and vague no¬ 
tions concerning Original Sin have been 
treated with ridicule by the adverfaries of 
Cftrjftianity, and much more has been aflert- 
ed by our own advocates than Scripture will 
warrant. It is a fafe and wholefome do&rine 
to aflert in general terms that man in hid na¬ 
tural ftate is liable to the wrath of God, that 
he is weak and helplefs, that without the 
preventing and co-operating Grace of God he 
can do nothing. To be born in fn is a forcible 
expreffion, fignifying innate propenfity to fin ; 
to be born in the wrath'of God, is to be born 
With all tbofe imperfections, and under all 
thofe melancholy cireumftances, which are the 
unavoidable punifhment of Adam’s tranfgref- 
fion. Of the fate of thofe who die uhbap- 
tized it is fuperfluou 9 to enquire. But to 
place the helplefs infant by prayer under the 
protection of the Almighty is a charitable and 
an edifying practice. Perhaps, from the ge- 
i neral 
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neral command for baptifm, no pqfitive, no 
inconteAable argument can be adduced in, our 
favour. “ Whether baptifm (fays the * Au¬ 
thor of the Irenicum) “ fhall be adminiAered 
“ to infants or no, is not fet down in exprefs 
** words, but left to be gathered by analogy 
** and confequences j what manner it (hall be 
** adminiAered in, whether by dipping or 
** fprinkling, is not abfolutely determined; 
** what form of words to be ufed, whether in 
“ the name of all three perfons, or fometimes 
** in the name of ChriA only, as in the A£ts 
“ we read (if that be the fenfe, and not ra- 
** ther in ChriA’s name, i. e. by ChriA’s au- 
** thority j) whether fprinkling or dipping 
** Ihall be thrice, as fome Churches ufe it, or 
** only once, as others; thefe things, we 
«* fee, as relating to an ordinance of divine 
** inAitution, are yet pafled over without 
“ any exprefs command, determining either 
“ way, in Scripture.” An injunction for 
making difciples, AriCtly fpeaking, implies a 
capacity of being in Arudted. But we find 
that Infant Baptifm prevailed in the Church 
from the beginning j and fo much is clear 
from the Gofpel itfelf, that our Saviour 

* Stillingfleet’s Irenicun^p. 178. 
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thought children worthy his care and atten* 
tion, that he rebuked his difciples for think* 
ing other-wife; that, as he informs us in ano* 
ther paflage, * their angels do always behold- the 
face of,his Father, which is in heaven, which ex* 
preffion muft imply peculiar favour and pro¬ 
tection. Nothing can be alledged againftBap* 
tifm which is not equally forcible againft 
circumcifidn. But were the cuftom everfo 
abfurd, all its abfurdity is removed by the 
Rite of Confirmation, wherein are ratified all 
the promifes and engagements made at our 
baptifm. 

Other confiderations will vindicate our 
practice. He who introduces his children in¬ 
to the congregation of the faithful, enters in¬ 
to an engagement that he will bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
that he will, to the utmoft of his power, 
make them undefiled members of Chrift’s 
body. The whole office for baptifm is re¬ 
plete with inftruCtion to thofe who attend it} 
the words of reception are particularly ftrong 
and expreflive; no minifter can pronounce 
them, no attentive chriftian can hear them, 

* Matt, xviii. 
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without emotion, without reanimated cou¬ 
rage. A ftrohg argument for Infant Baptifm 
may be drawn from reafon and from faff. 
Whenever the fpiritual life begins, then ought 
to begin our fuppiications for grace, which, 
like the refrefhing dew upon the tender plant, 
fhall give life and vigour to thofe infant vir¬ 
tues which are difcovered'at a very eairly age. 
How foon do we find affe&ion and gratitude, 
how foon, by accurate obfervation, do we dif- 
cern thofe propenfities, which conftitute a 
ftriking and charaCteriftick diftinCfcion thrcf 
life ? They who have been moft minute ift 
their directions for the proper management 
of children, have expreffed well grounded 
apprehenfions concerning their morals from 
the very moment of their birth, and have 
condemned, with juft acrimony, the practice 
of thofe who remove them from their* natural 
proteCtors, to vice, meannefs, or folly. It 
were ftrange, therefore, if a Chriftian were 
Jefs follicitous about the morals of his child 
than fome Heathens have been j or if, while 
he is ufing every obvious, every prudential, 
method to preferve them untainted; he fhould 
not implore the bleffing of providence upon 
all his endeavours. It would be ftrange to 
fuppofe that He, by whom we have been 

holden 
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holden up ever fincewe were born, (hould 
not .at lead be as: attentive to our/piritual as 
our temporal welfare. 

, We have been often accufcd of prefump- 
tuoufly aflercing, in the Funeral Service, that 
the deceafed perfon is advanced to a date of 
happinefs. and glory. But the phrafe of 
“ taking unto himfelf” means no more than 
removing out. of. this world, and the body is 
committed to the ground under a general 
hope of a refurredtion to eternal life. When- 
they who die by their own adt are committed 
Under the fame form, it fhould be cosnfider- 
ed, that a tribunal, from which we cannot 
appeal, has previoufly, however erroneoufly, 
declared it to be the adt of God, the adt of a 
difordered underdanding. In. this, and many* 
other inftances, it is fafe to incline to the 
charitable fide of the queftion. In doubtful- 
cafes, we have no right to enquire by what 
degree of imprudence the life of a deceafed- 
perfon was Shortened, by what means it might 1 
have been prolonged: nor ought we. to hope> 
otberwife than that the greateft finner may; 
find .acceptance with God. We know not- 
with what earneftnefs he may have prayed 
for forgivends, we know not with what Sin¬ 
cerity he may have repented. 

, Concerning 
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. Concerning the accomplijbment of the number 
of the Eleft, as nothing has been revealed, lo 
perhaps we might have been filent. And yet 
there is no wilh to confine the tnercy of God 
to a fmaller number than that which he hath 
dellined to eternal life. The very expreffioa 
implies a completion of what is already de¬ 
creed. And furely, every Chriftian confider- 
ing the cares, the temptations, the vanities* of 
this finful world, may ardently wilh for new 
Heavens and a new Earth, wherein dweMeth 
righteoufnefs. Surely he may pant after that 
happinefs which is the end of his exiftenee, 
the reward of his obedience. 

To objedt againft the perpetual ufe of oc- 
cafional pfalms and hymns, is to condemn 
the conftant practice of the Jewilh and 
the Chrillian Church, and is above all things 
frivolous and captious. That fimilarcircum** 
fiances fhould create fimiliar emotions, anti 
that whatever is not applicable to our condi-* 
tion may yet tend to our edification* is the' 
general principle of incorporating feripture 1 
into our fervices. Infpiration adds weight 
and fulemnity, commands reverence fuperior 
to all human compofitions. Hiftorical or 
prophetical allufions inform the underftand- 
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ing, while they make a lading impreffion 
upon the heart. 

In the Commination-Service, fo formid¬ 
able to certain weak minds, we ufurp no 
power of judging our fellow creatures, we 
condemn fin in the abdraCt; we condemn 
ourfelves for having committed it, that we 
may not finally be judged of the Lord. 

Perhaps it is more to be wifhed than ex¬ 
pected, that the days appointed for humilia¬ 
tion and fading might be devoutly obferved. 
Such obfervance would contribute to the health 
of body and foul. A liberal and unredrained 
participation of the good things of this life 
brings on difeafe, creates indolence and lan¬ 
guor. And yet a total abdinence, as well as 
moderate forbearance, is but a fecondary pur- 
pofe when compared with a fufpenfion of 
anrofemcnts and pleafures, with a temporary 
difcouragement of that diflipation which the 
inditution of the Chridian fabbath, on many 
occafions, indead of redraining, only tends to 
increafe. The truth is, from former ufurp- 
ations, the Governors of the Church have 
loft all their authority, and the aid of the ci¬ 
vil power, whatever reproachful names may 
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be giyemtp it, i? become necefiary to enforce 
tbofe falutary injunctions, which are.moge of 
a fpiritual than a temporal kind. If power 
can be exercjfed with wifdom and with effi¬ 
cacy, we ihppld be little ipJUicitou? in whole 
band it is placed, and yet we may rejoice to 
fee it placed where it will excite the leaft 
fufpicion. 

Time has brought fome regulations and 
reftridtions into difufe. • I^et not the Church 
be anfwprable for inconveniences which, no 
prudence of man can ever prevent, and let 
her adversaries know, that we wiffi to filence 
their cavils by any thing fooner than by a 
penal ftatute. If fome flight alterations in the 
Lefloos, and in the Matrimonial Service, if a 
rubrick, explanatory of the real tendency of the 
Athanafian Creed,, 'and a lefs frequent repeti¬ 
tion of the Lord’s Prayer, might prove fatif- 
fadtory, and induce them to unite in one 
Communion, perhaps our Superiors would hot 
be inflexible to thefe moderate conceffions. 
But what reafon is there to think that thefe 
will be Sufficient ? Several experiments.' have 
formerly been made without fuccefs, in order 
to reconcile difcordant parties 1 and to en¬ 
danger the adherence of our friends by a 

fruitlefs 
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fraitlefs attempt to comprehend our enemies, 
Would neither be prudent nor juft. 

The liiturgycomprehends the whole Chrif» 
tian fyftem, it inculcates every dodtrine and 
eveiy precept of the Gofpel; it deftroys every 
vainglorious thought, and all reliance on our 
own unaflifted endeavours. Every prayer of¬ 
fered up implies that we will, to the utmoft: 
of our power, promote thofe good purpofes 
which we wiih to fee accompliftied j and as 
Scripture does not enable us to judge what 
degree of affiftance will be granted us, nor how 
the affiftance is granted, the more humble 
and the more general our expr^ffions are, the 
better will they agree with the condition of 
frail and dependent creatures. It is true, in¬ 
deed, that extreme diffidence might, through 
human weaknefs, end in fupine indolence. 
But, generally fpeaking, he who knows that 
all he can do is but little, will endeavour to 
compenfate, by diligence and perfeyerance, 
what is wanting in ability. 

May a due fenfe of our infirmities add 
Jlrength to our faith, and ferioufnefs to our re - 
pentance-, and may that worftiip, which unites 
together high and low’, rich and poor, under 
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the humiliating but juft appellation of vile 
earth and miferable firmer s, gradually purify 
our hearts from every finful inclination, from 
every thought which exalteth itfclf againft 
God, to whom, with the Son and Holy Ghoft, 
be all honour and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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ROM. XVI. 17. 

NOW I BESEECH YOU, BRETHREN, MARK 
THEM WHICH CAUSE DIVISIONS AND 
OFFENCES CONTRARY TO THE DOC¬ 
TRINE WHICH YE HAVE LEARNED, AND 
AVOID THEM. 

T O preferve us ftedfafl: and unmoveable 
in the principles of the Church of 
England, it may not be improper to take a 
general view of the mifchiefs of Separation. 
What allowances the Almighty will here¬ 
after make for weaknefs of underftanding, 
or prejudice of education, is not granted us 
to determine. The condemnation of error 
implies no uncharitable judgment of indi¬ 
viduals. But if the guide be blind, we muft 
guard againft the obvious confequences of 

L 2 placing 


Digitized by Google 



!6 4 SERMON VII. 

placing ourfelves under his direction ; if the 
pilot would carry us to rocks and quickfaods* 
it is of little moment, as to our fafety, whe¬ 
ther ignorance or rafhnefs would be the pri¬ 
mary caufe of our ruin. 

Of the evils of reparation, fome are charge¬ 
able upon Diffenters in general, and fome 
upon particular denominations. 

Of the general evils, the firft and, moft ob¬ 
vious is a breach of Chriftian unity. And to 
prevent this the Apoftles feem to have exerted 
their utmoft powers, both in preaching and 
writing; they feem to have branded with the 
ftrongeft marks of difapprobation the con¬ 
tentious and the turbulent. And, indeed, who 
does not clearly fee that fuch a fpirit is in 
•direa enmity with the true fpirit of religion? 
Who .does not fee that the crime of herefy 
arifes from that general murmuring and dis¬ 
content with which it is attended, more than 
from the immediate object of deputation? 
If Chriftianity owe much of its influence to 
the firm and collected exertions of numbers, 
if every religious duty be performed with 
more animation by fociety, if the generality 
of men have neither leifure nor ability to 

form 
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form a fyftem for themfelves, and if it bfe the 
higheft prefiimption for individuals, even to 
attempt what no individual could ever exe¬ 
cute with tolerable fuccefs, eyery Separatift 
Ihould.ferioufly confider* whether,, upon his ; 
own principles, he is not giving up a great 
advantage to avoid a ftnall inconvenience^ 
efpecially if he refled upon another general 
evil pf reparation, which is, the triumph it 
affords to the enemies of our holy Faith. Is. 
this, they exclaim, the boafted light of reve¬ 
lation ! Is this the boafted perfpicuity of 
Gofpel precepts ! Is this the almoft irrefiftible 
conviction .which they are laid to create ! 
Are not. the Annals of the Church a recital 
of wars and fightings, of feuds and animofi- 
ties, of rapine and extortion, of grofs fenfu- 
ality, or affeded aufterity, concealed under the 
veil, and vindicated under the fandion, of a 
peaceable and a pure religion ? If Popery 
have made many Deifts abroad. Conventicles 
have not failed to make many at Home. Let 
any thing, however refpedable, hoWever im¬ 
portant in itfelf, once affume a ridiculous or 
contemptible appearance, and a Superficial 
obferver will be immediately difgufted ; he 
will exped nothing valuable where the dic¬ 
tates of reafon and common fenfe are. notori- 
oufly violated. When the bias is already on 
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the fide of infidelity, the moft trivial circum- 
ftance will tend to increafe it. Ridicule, fo 
far from being a teft of truth, is frequently 
a great fupport of falfehood $ it is apt to en¬ 
gage and confine the attention to the furface 
of things, it fometimes dazzles the mental 
eye, fometimes mifplaces or disfigures the ob¬ 
ject of contemplation. He, who can employ 
it with ingenuity and fuccefs, is conftantly in 
fearch of matter, and feldom diftinguifhes be¬ 
tween thofe fmaller foibles which may afford 
it proper exercife, and thofe greater enormi¬ 
ties which cannot be thought of without 
horror. The two great Satyrifts of Rome 
have pointed out this neceffary diftin&ion, 
and the preference given to the earlier of 
them arifes from an inattention to the fub- 
jedt matter of their cenfure. 

But what fhall be thought of thofe who 
excite ridicule, when they profefs to create 
ferioufnefs ? Do they not caufe our common 
good to be eviljpoken of ? Do they not de- 
ftroy all that reverence in the worfhip of God 
which is indifpenfably required of frail de¬ 
pendent creatures ? Do not they frequently 
addrefs him, or fpeak of the ways of his pro¬ 
vidence, in language that would be oflenfive 
to an earthly fuperior ? He who wifhes to 
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convince an unbeliever muftfpeak the word* 
of foberoefs as well as of truth; muft be pc* 
culiarly attentive to the dignity of his fttbjedt* 
which has fo often raifed human thoughts 
and human language to a degree of foblimity 
never attained by the greateft writers of 
Greece and Rome. Befides the common ene¬ 
mies of religion, we cannot but know that 
the Romanifts have argued again ft the pro-i 
priety of our Reformation from the variety of 
fe< 3 s into which Proteftants are divided. The 
induftrious Authors of the London Cafes have 
been very explicit on this head; they have 
pointed out to DilTenters of every age and 
every denomination the very great detriment 
which the common caufe fuftains from vexa¬ 
tious and ill grounded oppofition. The three - 
fold cord is not broken, but it has been often 
weakened, and many of thofe who, in com¬ 
mon with ourfelves, have been moft zealous 
in deftroying the pretenlions of one infallible 
guide, have incrcafed the abfurdity they un¬ 
dertook to remove, by placing in the breaft 
of each individual a monitor incapable of de¬ 
ception. 

Revolutions of every kind will weaken 
fome parts of an eftabliftiment. When the 
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minds of men are heated;: even by juft 
zeal, the ferment continues for fome 1 time 
after the evil is removed, and the abhorrence 
of one extreme often carries them into the 
contrary. The abiife of authority is brought 
as an argument againft.its ufe j and becaufe 
men are neither compelled nor terrified intd 
Communion with the Churchy theydifdain 
to be aflifted and edified by her in their Chrif- 
tian courfe. Becaufe her minifters-were de¬ 
prived of part of their revenue under the ffe- 
fence of Reformation* they therefore conclude 
that the remaining part may be diverted intd 
any channel, which a mean* mercenary, or in* 
novating fpirit fhall didlate. Well may idle 
Romanift deride or inveigh againft: the Mo« 
narch, - who, from his oppofition to Papal 
power* has been remembered with that gratis 
tude.-which he never merited, when.-they 
find that Proteftants can fo abfurdly confound 
robbery and reformation together* when they 
difeover much policy, but.no appearance 
justice, when the publick is receiving as little 
real utility from the prefent Lay pofieflots of 
religious houfes, as our anceftors did from 
thofe* who were difplaced. Not to mention 
the great allowances which ought to be made 
for the difference of times, and how unjuft it 

is 


Digitized by Google 



S E R M O 'N; VII. f6$ 

b to appropriate to any tlafs of men that 
guilt which they participated in common with 

their fellow creatures. ; : i 

\ ; * • - - • - * ' 

< Divine right either to power or to revenue 
is very > joftly ■ exploded ‘by the Minifter's' erf 
Chrift. Whatever they poflefs is eftablifhed 
upon the feme foundation with the pofleffions' 
of others ; *theyrdelire : not t6 have a ftrdnger; 
and they ought not to hdve a weaker. There 
cannot- be^a-wifer or- more advantageous' mea* 
fure than that the • Legislature fliauld*frohi 
time to titpe Strengthen their juft influence, 
and aCt as their auxiliaries, iriaftnuch as the 
morals of the riling generation depend greatly 
upon their exertions, and they have -few ene¬ 
mies who are not enemips to real religion. 
If ourjerulalem were at unity With r hfcrfelf, if 
her inhabitants allJpake the fame thing, if there 
“were ttodivijions among them and they were'per** 
^fehily joined together in the fame mind and hi the 
fame judgment, the general intereft of Chrif- 
tianity would daily be improved; blafphemy, 
ridicule, and inveCtive would have as little 
fuccefs, as they have of real poignancy. Un¬ 
believers would not defpife us, evert if they 
flrot their ears againft conviction, and the* 
Churchof Rome herfelf would think more 
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favourably of us in proportion as ftrife and 
debate were baniffied from among# us, in 
proportion as we gained {lability to our 
government and worfhip. How far time may 
effect a re-union is impoffible to conjecture j 
the moil probable means will be to lay afidc 
former animofity, and, agreeably to, the idea 
pf our firft Reformers, to imitate whatfoever 
is ufeful in their inilitutions, unaflfeded by 
invidious appellations, fome of which are the 
more offensive becaufe they are borrowed, and 
perverted, from fcripture. 

Another general evil of Separation is in*? 
{lability. If fome of the Sedaries have regu¬ 
lar forms and confeffions of faith, there is 
great reafon to fufped that thefe forms and 
confeffions are not perfedly attended to, 
Subscription to a certain number of our Ar*? 
tides, though not abrogated by law, is be¬ 
come obfolete in pradice; and many of thofe, 
who claim protection under a fpecifick name 
and a fpecifick defcription, are indulging 
themfelves in every latitude of opinion, and 
acknowledge no obligation whatfoever. He, 
who ffiould enlift under the banner of fome 
of them, would not eafily find a refting place; 
£o far from it, that the moment he engaged 

in 
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In their Commurtibn, he would be tbld that 
renunciation of fyftem is the leading pfinci^ 
pie of a Diffenter, that an unlimited power of 
judging is the birthright of every Chriftian, 
and that the flavery of the mind is equally 
unjuft and intolerable. But can we ferioufty 
think that they, who hold fuch language, are, 
not endeavouring to make profelytes them-* 
felves ? Do they fpeak or write with a Iefs- 
dogmatizitfg fpirit than thofe who inftrudl 
under afl eftabliftiment ? Do they not know 
that there are many things which the gene¬ 
rality of their audience have, neither leifufet 
nor ability to examine ? 

In many of the fedts there are to be fduml 
either no regular articles of faith, or the 
forms are fo vague, fo uncertain, that they' 
admit of no confident interpretation. Some 
have feparated from their brethren of the 
fame denomination upon the flighted differ 
rence, and the flighter the difference, the 
greater has been the aniniofity, as if the mdft 
violent contention ought to arife about the 
fmalleft trifles. The ignorance and the va¬ 
riety of teachers have a natural tendency to 
create doubt and uncertainty in the mind. 
Every man of underftanding and diffidence 
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clearly fees how hard the- talk is to present 
mifconftrudtioni and error. Rut ignorance and 
prefumption (hut the eyes again!! every dan¬ 
ger and every difficulty. And who lhall ex- 
pedl edification, much lefs who can hope to 
be efahHjhed in the faith, from teachers * who 
underjland not what they fay, nor whereof they 
affirm. J Behold darknefs and forrow, and the 
light is darkened in the Heavens thereof, the 
bewildered Chriftian knows not whence he 
came nor whither he is going. The danger 
of unfettled notions in religion is frequently 
pointed out by the facred penmen, -j- Unjlabk 
as water, thou J, halt not excel, fully expreffes 
what we fee exemplified in affairs of much 
lefs moment than the work of falvation. Do 
not many of the evils of life arife from levity 
and want of refolution ? Have not the nobleft 
talents, have not the higheft attainments, 
become ufelefs from inconftancy ? Has not 
life imperceptibly glided on with many, till 
the very refolution which they firft poffeffed, 
ha&.forfaken them, and they have become the 
fpqrt of idlenefs and accident, wanting em- 
. ployment for the prefent hour, and as little 
follicitous concerning the next ? 

* i Tim. 1.7. J Ifaiah v. 30. f Gen.xlix. 3* 
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Indolence often brings on a depreffion of 
fpirits, and he who is once depreffed is ready 
to be diffatisfied with every thing, feeks food 
for difcontent, and may juftly be faid to prey 
upon his own vitals. In fuch a (late how ma- 
ny converts have been made by enthufiafts ! 
The mind, wearied out by long wandering, 
feeks for quietnefs and repofe, wherever the 
profpeft opens, like the fainting traveller, 
who quenches his third at the firft dream he 
can find, without any attention to the falu-? 
brity of the water. 

That the religious opinions of many are 
fortuitous is not to be wondered at: but 
what is fortuitous feldom makes a lading 
impreflion : * they are ever learning, but never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth . J My 
people , faith the Lord by his Prophet Jere¬ 
miah, have committed two evils, they have for- 
foken me, the fountain of living waters, and have 
hewed them■ out cifterns, broken cijlerns, that can 
hold no water . Men are guilty of twofold 
imprudence j they rejedt the fource of real 
comfort, and then attempt to i'eek it where it 
never will be found. It is not pretended that 


* 2 Tim* iii. 7, X Jer. ii. 13. 
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authority alone will fix the merits of any eft a- 
bihbment, but tothpfe who are yet in the 
labyrinth of error, who like the waves of the 
fea are driven about and toiled, we may afiert 
with, truth, and in the words of an able de¬ 
fender of our Church- * “ That were 

“ her prefent conftitutions to he tried by 
“ apoftolical and primitive practice, her faith 
*' to be judged by that of the firft centuries, 
“ apd four moil truly general Councils, or 
“ her Liturgy and diicipline, her rites, ce- 
“ remonies, and way of publick worship, to 
«* be compared with what we can collect and 
“ judge of thefe pureft times; or were the to 
** ftand or fall by the judgment of the moft 
“ able and learned of the Proteftant divines 
“ abroad fince the Reformation, fhe would 
♦* not only be j uftified but commended, hot 
“ only pafs for a true and found part of 
“ Chrift's Church, but the moft found and 
“ orthodox, the moft truly primitive and 
“ apoftolical, of any at this day on the face 
*.* of the earth.” The approbation or the con¬ 
currence of the wife and the good of fo paa- 
many differentages and periods, if inefficient 
m gain profelytes, may at leaft be fome re- 

* London Cafes, Vo). I. 
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medy agataft levity in dUrfelves, may add 
warmth to our zeal, and earneftnefs to our 
endeavours, may reprefs in us every defire of 
change. 

Another general evil of Separation is a con¬ 
tention concerning what are called matters 
of indifference, which, having neither moral 
good nor evil in them, required no warrant 
from Scripture beyond an injunftion for the 
prefervation of decency and order, and which 
only become important by being fubfervient 
to important purpofes. Controverfy, even 
upon the mofir effential points, is feldom fol¬ 
lowed by convidtion : and if pofitive dodtrines 
and commands admit of fo much difputation, 
what fhall be faid of thofe rites and cere¬ 
monies, for the eftabliihment of which the 
Church has only an implied authority ? St. 
Paul appeals to men’s natural notions of de¬ 
corum, and filences the contentious with this 
ooneife declaration, % We have no fuch cujiom, 
neither the Churches of God. It is always fafe 
to reft whatsoever is not finful upon long, and 
e'ftablifhed ufage. Objedts of contention are 
fufificiently numerous : the general fuffrages 
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q£ mankind gradually leflen them, and often 
fhame the moil litigious into peaceful acquit 
efcence. 

Men little conGder that fo much attention 
paid, to things of inferior moment, by difput- 
ing their ufe and propriety, creates an indif-:- 
ference to the •f weightier matters of the law „ 
judgment , mercy, and faith . In the common 
tranfadions of life, we deem it an argument 
qf a con traded and a mean underftanding to. 
dwell upon minute circumftances, or to con-, 
fume much time and labour in adjufting even; 
flight inaccuracies. The eye which is very, 
microfcopick is feldom very comprehenfive. 
The Chriftian who is rich in good -works 
may be compared to the rich §.Houfeholdcr,, 
Minutenefs concerning trifles would in each 
of them be meannefs, 

*7 Of the evils chargeable upon particular 
denominations, none is more fatal than 
the-, evil of what we call Enthuflafm, that 
fever of the human mind, which deftroys. 
its fober and rational exertions, and gradually, 
weakens its powers by fufpending their re*., 
gular exercife. It difparages the ufe of rea»* 
f Matth. xxiii. 23, § See Long. S. 33, 
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jbni becaufe it makes converfion to depend 
upon no regular conviction, upon no diligent 
examination of Scripture. It overthrows all 
thole beautiful arguments drawn, from analo* 
gyj it eftafeh£he$ feme vihonary notion con* 
ceroing Chriftian Perfection, which either 
altogether, or in part, contradicts the well* 
grounded do&rineof a progreffive ftate, illufV 
(fated in the natural as well as in the in tel* 
leCtual world, illuftrated by every thing with* 
out and within us. The inward call, {6 fad* 
den, fo unexpected, and fo eflential to falva* 
tion, ia dcfcribcd by nodiftinguiihing macks, 
and yet, we are informed, is very eafily un* 
derftood. It is not altogether irreiiftible, for 
the Journals of one of it’s greateft Advocate* 
acquaint us with many Apoftates. 

If Enthufiafoa difparage reafon, we cannot 
Wonder that it fhould alfo difparage Learning. 
St. Paul’s observations in his firft Epiftle to 
the Corinthians concerning the Grecian Phi* 
lofophy have heen traduced for the purpofe. 
Every attainment may puff men up with con* 
ceit. The human heart is treacherous, and 
many things which have the appearance of 
'humility are the effect of pride. It has often 
been proved, by, irrefiftible arguments, that 
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Learning in all it’s branches is Subservient to 
the interest of Religion, and the very exercife 
of the understanding upon other ufeful to* 
picks, prepares it to think with greater accu¬ 
racy and propriety upon the interesting fub- 
jedfc of Religion. All our elementary Studies 
may be compared to the prudent and prepara¬ 
tory discipline of thofe who excelled in the 
Olympick Games: they predifpofeas well as 
qualify ; they give alacrity as well as ability. 
Whoever is confcious that he is indebted prin¬ 
cipally to human learning for the power of il¬ 
lustrating Scripture, of reading the original 
tongues, of arranging his matter, of reafoning 
upon particular points, of explaining ancient 
cuStoms, and even for the very language in 
which his ideas are clothed, as long as that lan¬ 
guage isperfpicuous and liberal, is to the high- 
eft degree unpardonable, if he Should either 
direttly or remotely invite to the ministerial 
office perfbns totally devoid of fuch qualifica¬ 
tions. The plea of neceffity, if it could ever 
have been urged with any plausibility, is at 
this distance of time become frivolous: but 
indeed, when credulity and vulgarity have 
taken poSTeSfion of the founders and the lead¬ 
ers, we cannot expedt that, in this fenfe* 
the difciple Jbould be above bis majler. The 
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f&lent which was never poffefled is not tnoM 
ufelefe than that which is concealed, during 
fuch Concealment! " < ■■ . » 

But extraordinary infiphatlon is fbppOl«d 
toanfwe? every objection, and to fupply every 
defeCt. Common rules* bfteriticifm are to b«f 
exploded as the inventions of men, as hoftile t€| 
the operations of the Holy Spirit, both in the 
preachers and the hearers of the Word; And 
fome well affttCted to the Church have appreV 
hended that one kind of language^ is calcu* 
Jated for the improvement of the Undepft&ndV 
ing and another for the improvement if the 
heart. This error has given importance to 
high founding words, and empty detfeifra-* 
tion. A true critick will analyfe the humify 
mind, and will with the * Author of the Dia¬ 
logue between Eudoaus and Philanthus, dif* 
cover that nothing will or ought to give laft* 
ing pleafure, which has not truth for it's 
foundation. It is one thing to dazzle and 
another to enlighten j it is one thing to alarm, 
and another to convince. Fictitious fcenes of 
joy andfdrrow make an imprefljon upon thfc 
mind .frdm a temporary perfuafion that they 
are real, from a fimilarity to real occurfen- 
* Bouhours. ‘ v 
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CCS. Permanent e#e£ts. can only bp. produced 
by good and fubftant^al, caufesand it is a 
contradiction in terms, that reafon^le crea¬ 
tures ihould execute the great purpofe for 
which tlpey; were created without the oon- 
ftant aid of that faculty, which i?, their efo$- 
raderidiclo didioCtion, the prig^n and fqurce 
of thpir dignity aqd honour. 

If what has been faid, ihould appear as no¬ 
thing, bee a ufe it oppofes inward cpnyi^ion, let 
us appeal t9 thofe writings which all parses 
acknowledge tobemfpired. Haye.they tranfr 
greffod the.rubes, are they unablp to b^c thp 
icrutiny. of judicious critkjifm ? Have .not 
Unbelievers acknowledged and admired their 
energy and fublimity ? The praife of men was 
no primary confideration with the fijnft 
preachers of the Qoipel. Subtlety pf argu? 
meat ..and oppqfitions of Jciencey fqifety* Jb 
called\ . wpre induftrioufly avoided. Surejy 
every hmbaflador of Chfift may, after, their 
example,, condefeend to the weak ajid tjbe ig¬ 
norant without derogating from the dignity 
of hip embafly j he maybe zealouswjtbout 
rhapfody, and familiar without vpl$yjfy v 

The misfortune is, that enthufiaftick 
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teachers perfuade the’' world that they are 
thbfeii veflels, that they aft tfnderpaKtfcblar 
cotiimurilcitions of 'grace attd faVotir ? this 
very Wiiids and the rain wilt ceafe, tHecom^ 
tnon pbwers of nature will be enlarged, tha* 
' admiring 1 multitudes may hear From tHenr, 
what they are fbppoftd'not to have heard be^ 
fore, the glad tidings of falvation. The- hitm- 
ble Chriftian confides in the general care of 
the Almighty, and is- taught by his religion 
to turn the moft adverfe events to advantage. 
But he does not prefume that the courfe of 
things is perpetually changed for his fake, 
even when engaged in the moft laud&ble put** 
pofes. If the ordinary means of preferring 
Health and ftrength have been fuccefsfuh he 
pobrs forth his foul in ftrainS of general 
thankfgiving to his Creator; but where there 
iS fo frequently one evertt to the righteous anti 
to the wicked, he dares not alledge fuch an 
eSre'nt as an inftance of particular kindnefs, as 
a feal of peculiar favoufv Much lef£ would 
hd irtipute to the influence of the Holy’ Spirit, 
what foftie would fufpeft to arife from malig¬ 
nity of heart, or from a defeft of underftand- 
ing, from tranfient heat, ordifordered fpirits, 

'■ The Church of England might entertain 
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A mote favourable opinion of them, - if they 
did not appropriate to themfelves the appel¬ 
lation of true members, or pretend to be 
faithful auxiliaries. That in a few places, 
and amongft a few individuals, they have in¬ 
troduced a fenfe of religion, where none pre¬ 
vailed before, is not to be deniedc But if the 
(ordinary means of inftrudtian be negleCted, 
Mrho {hall be anfwerable for the confer 
quences ? Surely not the Minifters, but the 
defpifers, of the Word. 

In general, their inftruCtions are not fab- 
fidiary, but contradictory to ours, and always 
carry with them an implied, too often an 
an open and direCt, charge of deficiency in 
Ours. To undermine the foundation of that 
Cftcem, which is neceflary for the fuccefs of 
our labours, to accufe our very diligence in 
preparing fpiritual inftruCtion for our fioch, 
as if our endeavours were prophane in pro¬ 
portion as they are conftant, is productive 
Of evils, which the moft popular and ; the 
molt prevailing oratory will not compenlate. 
< 5 od forbid that we, any more than they, 
fhould glory, fave in the Crofs of our Lord 
Jefuf Chriji , by whom the world is crucified 
unto us> end we unto the world . But the 
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fame gracious Lord forbid that, in magnifying 
the merits of redeeming love, we fhould d?- 
rogate from the wifdom and goodnefs of 
Creation, or imagine that his Son came down 
from heaven to deftroy in us any thing but the 
body of fin, and the works of the devil. The 
change intended to be wrought in us is 
great, and known in Scripture by the figura- 
tive and expreffive title of a new Creation. 

Another evil, chargeable upon a particular 
denomination of Chriftians, is a prepofterous 
ufe of the language of Scripture in the com¬ 
mon bufinefs of life. Little did our Trans¬ 
lators imagine that fuch a perverfion could 
ever take place, when they ftudioufly avoided 
vulgar expreffions, and even technical terms* 
By fuch precaution they well knew ai> 
habitual reverence for Sacred Writ would be 
encouraged and promoted, and the diftin&ion 
of facred from prophane would be carefully 
preferved* With equal propriety might men 
apply the veflels of the Sandtuary apd * the 
Sandtuary itfelf for the common purpofes of 
life, as bring forward the didtion of fublim® 
dodtrines and precepts, of interefting narra¬ 
tive, and pious fentiments, into worldly bu¬ 
finefs, and ordinary falutation. 

M 4 With 
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. With fhis evil is . contested another* 
namely, an entire renunciation of terms im¬ 
porting refped: and courteoufhefs. The flight- 
eft obferver might have discovered that the 
Prophets and Apoftles were equally careful 
in exprefling, according to the ufage of the 
times,' an outward veneration and obeifancfc* 
To ftifle refentmen t, to reftrain impetuoflty, 
and to conciliate affection, are the. grand pur- 
pofes for which the wifeft men have acceded 
to eftabliftied modes, and fubmittcd to Cere¬ 
monious rcftri&ions. Thus we become all of 
tu fukjeSt one to another , and inferiority df'fta- 
tion is not excluded from proper deference 
and regard. 

To brand with reproach thofe profeflions 
which are neceflary for the defence of the 
nation in general, and of the life, liberty and 
property of individuals is not lefs an evil fa 
itfelf, becaufe, from the paucity of the com¬ 
munion whence it originates, no a&ual mif- 
chief is felt. They (hew fufficient inclina¬ 
tion to enjoy the benefits of extenfive com¬ 
merce and permanent pofleflion, and yet very 
ungratefully difparagc the means by which 
thofe ,benefits are to be acquired and preferred, 
little confidering that to partake of the fruits of 

iniquity. 
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iniquity, would be to partake of iniquity it- 
felf; and not at all reflecting that to preclude 
redrefs of flagrant and notorious grievances, is 
to encourage infolence, oppreffion, and injuf* 
tice $ that we are almoft as much indebted to 
the interpreters, as we are to the firft framers, 
of our lawsi and that ingenious arguments, 
followed by judicious decifions, give (lability 
and certainty to many points, which the irre-; 
mediable imperfection of the laws themfelves 
has left undecided. 

That contention of every kind is carried on 
with unbecoming rancour, and frequently 
upon frivolous pretences, cannot be denied. 
Remedies are allowed for injuries apparently 
trifling, but thofe aCts which, taken fingly, 
are of no confideration, may become formi¬ 
dable by repetition. One wilful encroach¬ 
ment is perhaps a prelude to many more. 
The laws fpeak not the language of revenge 
but feeurity j the fword itfelf is drawn to fe- 
cure the olive branch. 

' The foregoing flight review of the evils 
arifing from Separation may tend to confirm 
our own- faith, and increafe our gratitude to 
that Church, which keeps us at an equal dis¬ 
tance 
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tanc&from. levity and gloominefs, from de- 
fpair and preemption, from uncharitable cen- 
lure, and affeded candour. With popular 
prejudices and trite accufations, with thofe 
refledions which one communion of Chrif- 
flians wantonly deliver againft another, we 
have no concern. 

Nothing can properly create reprehenfon, 
but that which is openly profeffed and avow¬ 
ed } nothing ought to be alledged from imper- 
fed furmife, or remote dedudion. Abfurd 
confequences may enfue, which men do not 
forefee. Long continuance in any perfuafion 
reconciles the mind, and eftablifhes habitual 
approbation. 

Whatever is good and laudable in any 
denomination let us ftudioufly follow, always 
remembering that, though not united together 
in the vifible Church of Chrift, we have feL 
lowfhip in the invifible, that we are all heirs 
of the fame promifes, partakers of the fame 
grace. May we gradually prepare ourfelves, 
even during our outward difunion, for the 
happy union which we all fincerely wifh for 
among the fpirits of juji men made perfect. 


SERMON 
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i JOHN iii. Part of Vcrfe », 

IT DOTH NOT YET APPEAR WHAT WE 
SHALL BE. 


I F what has been already delivered may 
tend to lefTen mens prejudices againft the 
Church of England, if it may fhorten con- 
troverfy, and enforce mutual forbearance, the 
moft fanguine expedations will be fulfilled. 
There are, however, abufes under the beft 
eftablifhment, for which the firft framers of 
that eftablifhment are not anfwerable. Thefe 
abufes increafc the number of Separatifts, 
who, not making the proper diftindion be¬ 
tween our principles and our pradice, afcribe 
the perverfions of the latter to the imperfec¬ 
tions of the former. In taking a review of 
• the 
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the prefent ftate of Religion, we ought, with 
a becoming freedom, and yet without preju¬ 
dice or malignity, to point out the reigning 
vices and errors of the age in which we live. 
After which will be fubjoined fome conjec¬ 
tural Remarks upon Prophecies which yet 
remain to be fulfilled. 

And firft, let us point out the reigning 
Vices and Errors of the prefent Agfi. 

To compare it with paft times is neither 
juft, neceflary, nor practicable. It is not juft; 
becaufe, if the wifdom and experience Of 
thofe who have gone before us have not added 
both to our knowledge and our gdodnefs; 'toe 
are much worfe than they. It is not necCf- 
fary, -becaufe, if we fhould appeal to advan¬ 
tage, the mifconduCt of others will be no ex- 
cufe for Ours. It is not practicable, becktife 
the memorials Of former timefe only furnHh 
us With a few characters, confjpieudtis Tbr 
th^ir vittues or their vices, w 4 hile the gferiel- 
rality Were either unknown. Or are forgotten. 
Hiftorlans indeed, of lively imagination$/ex- 
hibit what they deem a faithful picture of 
the moft barbarous and uncivilized people j 
they pleafe the fuperficial, and they deceive the 
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unwary,, obferyer., A cool and confid.erate, en¬ 
quirer, fppa ^ dilcovers thqt the reprefentation 
is ideal. 

That bigotry is every day decreafing 
aja^ongft ys, mud be acknowledged with fin- 
gular fatisfadtion. But let ys ferioufly alk 
ourfelves, whether this boafted liberality of 
^timent be not owing in many to indiffe¬ 
rence pr lukewarmnefs. Does there not reign 
amongft us a general inattention to the offices 
pf religion l Does not every frivolous excufe 
k^e|> Wjs frotp divine worffiip? If we ought 
apt.to conhder ourfelves as fent to yeforpa 
mankind wpyld it not at leaft become US ,tp 
difcountenauce thofe who endeavour to over¬ 
turn religion and morality ? If freedom of 
thinking npoy, fpeculative fubjeds be allowed, 
if falfehood ijtfelf be beneficial towards the 
difeovefy of truth, yet furely thofe laws are 
intperfe^ that, government is remifs, which 
h^ye provided n.o puniffiment for the avowed 
and ffiamelefs Advocate of adultery. The dif- 
penjfers. of jyftice have been fufficiently zea¬ 
lous un jdifeouraging publications which in¬ 
flame the minds of the people. Why are they 
unable, to difp.ourage thofe which may,, cor¬ 
rupt the. morals? , Our dramatick perforra- 
, ances 
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prices are gradually purifying themfelves. 
Why fhould the evil exift at all ? Why fhould 
not root and branch be taken away ? The 
truth is, many glory in th$ir fhame^ and ma-j 
ny (ctre for none qf tbefe things. What wonder* 
is it then, if fome ferious Chriftians, dif* 
gufted by fuch indifference, fhould join with 
men of more zeal, and greater ferioufnefs, 
who attend more frequently the Houfe of 
God, and are lefs addi6l?d to diffip&tion and 
pleafure ? 

We think it an argument of vexatious ep- 
pofition to refufe an annual tribute of honour 
to the Apoftles, and an annual remembrance 
of the great and interefting events of the Gof-t 
pel. But does not our pra&ice offer indig¬ 
nity to the fabbath itfelf ? To avoid puritani¬ 
cal feverity, do we not feek pleafure, do we 
not imitate the practice of the Continent, and 
render that ordinance the tneans of corrup-' 
tion, which was intended to be the means of 
animating our piety and ftrengthening our 
virtue ? The falutary laws enadfced for the 
better obfervation of the Lord’s day, are little 
attended to, and but feldcm executed y and 
they whofe time is moil; in their own power 
are the pioft notorious delinquents, \7ithout 

any 
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any reverence for the fervice of the Church, 
without dny cojnpaffion for beaft or man, 
they haften forward to buiinefs or recreation, 
which might be poftponed or omitted, or 
they arc wearied out with the tedioufnefs of 
the day, which yet is accompanied with no 
painful,no rigorous feclufion from rational fo- 
cietyi 

We ccnfure affedted Angularity in language, 
in apparel, and in the common intercourfe of 
life. But have we not in conforming to the 
falhions of this world conformed alfo to it's 
follies ? Have we not loft that fimplicity of 
life and manners which made many of our 
anceftors truly refpedtable, and many of their 
defendants great and opulent? Are not 
words themfelves become empty founds, and 
‘often worfe than infignificant ? Amidft all 
our complaints of thofe burdens which an un¬ 
fortunate war hath brought upon us, is our 
luxury abated, is our abftinence greater ? Are 
not they held in much higher eftimation who 
contribute to the amufement, than they who 
promote the good, of their fellow-creatures ? 
Is not our attention directed more to the or¬ 
namental than to the ufeful parts of educa¬ 
tion ? Is not academical life itfelf infedted 

with, 


Digitized by Google 



i 9 ? SERMON Vfll. 

with that luxury which has been taught in 
the days of infancy, and which no fun^ptnary 
laws, no liberal difeipline can prevent ? Thf 
fame complaint exifted in Rome, and by de¬ 
grees the Empire was deftroyed. Have not 
our very ftudies a tindure of idlenefs ? Fof» 
though the value of no performance opgh* to 
be eftimated from its largenefs, yet truewjf- 
dom mufl often be fought for, as hid treafure, 
and will not be found upon the fur face* To 
render religion and learning amiable in the 
fight of all men is an indifpenfable doty, hut 
be who cleanles the outfide of the cup and 
platter only, procures momentary praijfe, ?nd 
incurs lading reprehenfion. 

The decay of chriftian piety is imputed by 
popul.ar declaimers to the negligence of tbf ; 
Clergy. Asa general charge this is notori- 
oully falfe. The inftrudions they adtphlider, 
have been admired by Chriftiansof aU deppm 
mi nations and all countries. Many of th/ejfi 
produdions have been tranflated into dhJerepfc, 
languages, as replete with edification, and j$9r 
dels of comppfition. The generality of them 
diifdain to fepk for popularity, by re)ioqui£bing 
the path which reafon and good fepfe havo 
pointed out. That they cannot adminiftet 
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ffeproof with fuccefs is owing to the corrup¬ 
tion of the age. And, indeed, why does 
every man Carry^ monitor in his own bread, 
if that monitor, aided by general inftrudtions, 
be infufficient to guide him in the path of in¬ 
nocence ? ’’Can we fuppofe that the notorious 
finner is 1 free from many warnings, that he 
has not many painful apprehenlions of the 
judgments of God ? Nor is it fo much the 
fear of man’s difpleafure that flops the mouth 
of the confcientious minifter, as his defpair 
of fuccefs. 

r. ' ' ' 

■ To deny or to conceal the imperfections of 
the Clergy would be ufelefs and abfurd. But 
let them not be viewed with a more cenforious 
or a more jealous eye than the reft of their fel¬ 
low chriftians. Their profeffion and their 
knowledge ftrengthen the common obliga¬ 
tion to a life of purity and holinefs, but do 
not exempt them from the infirmities of man. 
Some of them, who have arrived to affluence 
and fplendour, are enjoying the rewards of 
former diligehce, and acknowledged ingenui¬ 
ty. And with the evils arifing from negleCted 
worth they are not chargeable. The ordinary 
duties of their profefiion may be performed 
by men of moderate attainments. But if any 
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one, neglecting literature, (hould confine bit 
attention to the common parochial functions* 
or, on the contrary, (hould in the fcholar for* 
get the amiable character of the good (hep- 
herd, he wouldneither find nor deserve an advo¬ 
cate. A proper regard to effentiaU, joined with 
a little knowledge of the world, feems to cha* 
raCterize the clergy/of the prefent age, and they 
that are otherwife will not be hid : their bre¬ 
thren will not attempt their vindication. 

The wholefome practice . of catechetical 
inftru&ion has been adopted and purfued with 
advantage, which yet would be greater, if mat, 
ters of families aCted as faithful auxiliaries. 
This would leffen the number of conventicles 
more than a thoufand arguments, this w'ould 
convince feCtaries that we are as zealous as 
themfelves. 

We abound with books of devotion, and 
fpiritual inftruCtion, fuited to all capacities, 
But the diftribution of them produces little 
effeCt. They mud be anfwerable for the com¬ 
plaint who have occafioned it. Let fuefe, imr 
pediments be no difeouragement, Prudence 
and perfeverance may overcome the greeted 
difficulties. He who caufed water to iffue 
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from the Hard rock, can bring about the 
noblefl events from the moft improbable 
caufes. 

The attempts to overturn our Eftablifli-* 
jnent have met with no fuccefs equal to thct 
fanguine expedlations of our adverfaries, The! 
number of the difcontented bears no propor* 
tion to the whole ecclefiaftick body; many of 
whom fearch the Scriptures, perufe the Fa-* 
thers, and confult every fource of informa-* 
tion with unremitting zeal and induftry. The 
fpirit of enquiry ought not to be reftrained 
by human laws, and to that fpirit alone we 
wilh to be indebted for the permanence of 
our Church. 

Speculative opinions make but few profe- 
lytes among the people. They are generally 
averfe to thofe difcourfes which call in quef- 
tion the divinity of Jefus Chrift. They can¬ 
not enter into abftrufe reafoning, or under- 
ftand a long train of refined argumentation. 
We therefore fpeak in general terms concern¬ 
ing the myfteries of religion, and we endea¬ 
vour to convince them of the neceffity of 
learning. 'We-leave' to Enthufiafm the ab- 
fqrdity of giving them the Scriptures, and 
' N 2 defiring 
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defiring them to form a fyftem for them- 
felves. It is to fupply them with armour, 
which, without the affiftance of fuperior abi¬ 
lities, they cannot ufe to advantage. 

Among the ignorant of all denominations 
bigotry, reigns in its utmoft malignity. Mu¬ 
tual accufations create mutual animofity, and 
we can little wonder that names of religious 
communions Should have popular prejudices 
annexed to them, when places of nativity 
have fo often created reproach. The Church 
of England inftruds her members to revere 
the virtue of every age, every country, and 
every denomination. No error in principle 
or pradice can be a fubjed of cenfure, but 
that which is publickly avowed and defended. 
Let the difgraceful event, which, through 
the madnefs of a bigotted Mifcreant, threa¬ 
tened deftrudion to the metropolis, be a for 
lemn admonition to the intelligent of every 
communion never to make their appeal to an 
ignorant multitude. 

The profped of a general union is proba¬ 
bly vifionary. The evils of feparatipn will 
however be lefiened in proportion as the 
teachers of every fed are better informed. If, 

as 
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is fomeEuthufiafts would attempt to perfuade 
us, knowledge of other kinds be of little fer- 
vice in explaining the Scriptures, it furely 
cannot be an impediment; it would create a 
dignity of character, it would promote a 
friendly intercourfe, it would preclude illibe¬ 
ral reflexions, it would correX afperity and 
morofenefs. 

Let us only contemplate the effeXs of 
Learning and Philofophy through the various 
kingdoms of Europe. They have united in 
friendfhip men of almoft all perfuafions; they 
have, as far as their influence extended, for 
it could not extend to the bulk of mankind, 
counteraXed the dire effeXs of religious con- 
troverfy, hereditary hatred, and national pre¬ 
judice, and have increafed not only the power 
but the defire of doing good. With what 
heartfelt pleafure does every chriftian remem¬ 
ber the Mandate, which, amidft war, an¬ 
nounced peace to the ingenious but unfortu¬ 
nate Navigator, fo univerfally revered and la¬ 
mented ! With what fatisfaXion does he re- 
colleX the humanity of a General, who could 
mitigate the horrors of a fiege, and, amidft 
the din of arms, could liften to the calls of 
compaflion ! Will not this conduX of our 
N 3 natural 
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Natural enemies put to Shame and Silent^ 
Tome of our pretended friends ? Will it not 
extinguish in ourfelves all rancour and ani- 
mofity ? Otherwife, whatever we may pro* 
fefs, the Scriptures will inform us that we 
know not what fpirit we are of. 

1 ' J 

Abfolutc Predestination is now no longer 
infilled on, becaufe not warranted by Scrip¬ 
ture. Our Saviour filenced the Mother of 
Zebedee’s children, and the improper en¬ 
quiries of his followers concerning the num¬ 
ber of thofe who Should be faved. Everyone 
mull watch over his own conduct, mujl work 
out his own fahation with fear and trembling. 
'To be ordained to eternal life , implies no more; 
than a difpofition to receive and perform the; 
conditions of the Gofpel. To make our calling, 
and ele&ion fare is to evince the fincerity of' 
our profeffions by our practice; to acquire a 
real and fubllantial interest in the ineftimable 
privileges of Chriftianity. And all the Apof- 
tle’s reaibning in his epiffcle to the Romans- 
extends no farther than the admillion of Some 
into the Church of Chrift, and the rejection 
of others. In this fenfe, * It is not of him that 
willetk, nor of him that runneth , but of God 
that Jheweth mercy. Even the glorification* 

* Rom. ix. 16. 

mentioned 
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mentioned in Rom. 8. is moft probably to be 
underftbod of pre-eminence in this world as 
Witneffes, Saints and Martyrs, as burning and 
Jbining lights. 

With the prefent Hate of Religion is na¬ 
turally connected the accomplilhment of fuch 
prophecies as affedt this and future ages. Let 
it be no difparagement of the learned labours 
of thofe who have undertaken to explain fuch 
prophecies-, if we fhould acknowledge that 
many difficulties attend fo arduous an under¬ 
taking. 

The Romanifts are difpleafed with the 
leading principle upon which Proteftants ex¬ 
plain the Book of Revelations, and the other 
paffages which refer to latter days. They lit¬ 
tle confider that the application is not per- 
fonal, and thatit belongs to corruptions, fome 
of which they themfelves have formally re¬ 
nounced. *One of their very able cham¬ 
pions affures us, ** That to the Pontiff of 
*« Rome belongs no abfolute or defpotieju- 
u riftHdtion : That he is as much bound by 
** the laws of the conftitution as is the low- 

* Mr. Berrington’s Reflexions addrefled to Mr. Hawkins, 
p* 69. 
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f « eft member of it. That he ha6 his preroga-* 
** tive, but that they have their privileges, and 
are independent on him, excepting where 
** it has pleafed the Community, for the fake 
** of unity and good order, to furrender into 
** his hands a limited fuperintendence. That 
** it is his duty, particularly when immediate 
*< paftors negledt theirs, to take care that the 
** Chriftian republick receive no injury j that 
laws, which have been received, b« 
duly executed, and that the infraction of 
** them, by a co-ordinate punifhment, be 
u chaftifed. That with princes or their ftates 
** he h 4 s no concern, that thofe days are gone 
V by, and that the time is come when thein- 
4 * fluence of Rome is returning to it’s proper 
*< channel. That when it {hall be feen that 
*« his kingdom is not of this world, that hia 
** jufifdidtion is benevolent and paternal, that 
« he is but the hr ft Shepherd, and therefore 
** that he is prudent, moderate, patient meek 
and humble, that he is fuch a head as,a 
«« Chriftian fociety requires, then will the 
** Bjfhpp of Rome be refpedted, and on that 
** refpeCt will be founded an authority ample 
** enough to fill the chair of St. Reter.”—— 
The Legiflative body of this kingdom have 
declared, by their indulgence, that they no 

longer 
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longer fear Papal power, and Papal influ¬ 
ence. Perhaps the remaining (hackles and re- 
ftridtions will be taken away, and connivance, 
in the mean feafon, will have the falutary ef¬ 
fect of abrogation. The abfurdity of wor- 
ihipping' in an unknown tongue is greatly 
Icflened by a vernacular tranflation. The in¬ 
herent merit of good works, and the power 
of unconditional abfolution, are formally re* 
nounced. Thefe are favourable fymptoms, 
but the moft favourable of all is the fpirit of 
toleration, which is daily increafing in Popifh 
countries,and would have it’s perfect influence, 
if it were not for fear of the people, who ar6 
known to entertain an implacable hatred of 
Proteftants, and are taught by fome to believe 
them in a ftateof perdition. The fame leaven 
is found amongft our own populace, but We 
do not increafe it by defcriptions of imaginary 
danger. If the antichriftian fpirit have 
departed from Rome, her Pontiff cannot be 
affected by that appellation, which the claims 
of exorbitant power once deferved, and her 
difciples will experience all the lenity of 
which they give the example. 

Attempts to make profelytes from the efta- 
bhfbed Religion of any country are feldom 

attended 
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attended with fuccefs, and often create more 
mifchief than could be compenfoted by the 
greateft. Converfion is more frequently 
the effect of inconftancy than conviction; 
and it happens in religion, as in politicks* 

that a revolter often irritates thofe whom he 

. / 

deferts, and is defpifed by thofe, with whom 
he is united. The motives of conduct are 
thoroughly known to the Searcher of Hearts 
only, but the mod fupcrficial obferver can 
difcover, and the mod candid will acknow¬ 
ledge, that intereft or indifference has added 
to every denomination of Chriftians. The na¬ 
tional religion mud; be fupported and encou¬ 
raged i this is common prudence and felf de¬ 
fence } but he who invites individuals by pe¬ 
culiar liberality and prote&ion to his own 
perfuafion, encourages hypocrify under the 
idea of advancing true religion. If we could 
ever hope for thofe happy days in which a 
Whole phalanx, convinced of the purity of our 
faith and doctrine, fhall join with us againfi 
the common enemy, we might then juftly 
triumph, becaufe we might deem the event 
to proceed from rational conviction. In the 
mean time, thofe plans of comprehenfion, 
which have been propofed withfo much felf- 
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Efficiency, would, under the pretence of ac* 
commodation, end in general confufion. 

It feems agreed upon by thofe, who have 
ftudied the language of Prophecy, that be¬ 
fore the end of the world there will be a con- 
Verfion of all mankind to the Chriftian Faith. 
The Jews, who during fo many centuries, 
have been driven into all kingdoms, and yet 
remain feparate from each, have experienced 
a Angular and uncommon fate. They are a 
living evidence of the Religion they oppofe, 
and yet they wait for him, who is already, 
come. It is a prevailing opinion among fome- 
Chriftians, that, when they are converted, they 
will be replaced in their own land. Whereas 
nothing feems more clear than that all thofe 
Prophecies, which foretel their return to 
Mount Sion and to Jerufalem, may, by an ob«- 
vious figure, lignify their ad million into 
the Chriftian Church. Whether their eon^ 
verfion will be gradual or inftantaneous, by 
what, means it will be effected, is not necef* 
fary to be enquired into. 

If we were to judge from the prefeht ap¬ 
pearance of things, we Ihould find little nea* 
Ion to fufpeft that all mankind would ever 

em- 
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embrace the Chrlftian Religion. And yet with 
God nothing is impojjible. Chriftians have not 
conducted tbemfelves in diftant territories 
with that meeknefs and moderation which 
their Religion recommends. To difficulties 
and obilacles apparently infurmountable they 
have added cruelty and rapacity, they have 
made impreffions which time will not foon 
wear away. Let it not however be any dis¬ 
couragement either to miffionaries them- 
felves, or to thofe who have fent them, that 
their progrefs is but flow. They are but in 
the dawning, they are almoft in thedarknefs, 
©f that day, which, we truft, will enlighten 
the whole intellectual fyftem. But let not the 
Sublimity of prophetick language deceive us. 
We cannot tell whether this converfion of 
the 'whole world imply a converfion of every 
individual, of every fequeftered barbarian.' 
We know in what fenfe the Gofpel was faid 
to be pleached to every creature, arrd * the" 
Deluge itfelf is thought not to have betn uni- 
vefrfah Nor does a general converfion imply' 
a fimilarity of Sentiment in the converted. 
Many of the extravagancies of every deno¬ 
mination are given up, and how many more 
will hereafter be given up, is impoflible to 
oonjedure. Every conceffion brings us nearer 

* Seethe Hon. Daines Barrington’s Mifcellanies. 
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p> unanimity, though the infirmities of our 
nature will probably keep us at a confider- 
able dillance from it. But in proportion as 
men are Ids tenacious of outward modes, and 
lefs addicted to vain fpeculations, they will 
become:.more attentive to the efientials of 
religion, they will encourage and promote 
univerfal benevolence. 

But Ibould their belief be the fame, we 
have no room to hope that their practice will 
correfpond with the purity of their faith. 
Amidft the allonilhing difcordance of fenti* 
ment which prevails, men are unanimous in 
maintaining that Vice is odious and detef- 
table,, that temptations are to be avoided, or 
refilled. In whatever fituation Chriftians of 
future ages may be placed, whatever fources 
of contention may be Hopped, whatever 
ftrengthand ftablility united endeavours may 
give to their canfe, the rewards and puniih- 
meats of; another life cannot be painted m 
more lively, colours to them than they are ta 
us. Prelent pleafure will be equally alluring,, 
the, falbion of the world will change,, bat 
molt probably will retain a confiderable por-, 
tion of folly.. Indeed, if qur Lord’s prophecy 
concerning the deltrudion of Jerufalemiuv© 
any farther fignificancy refpedting the end of 
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the World, we are fisHy authorized la believe, 
that whenever the awful period fhall arrive, 
men will be found as inattentive and impro¬ 
vident, as much immerfed in the cares or in 
the amufements of life, as they were at the 
Flood. Let us not infer from hence that 
moral evil is as unavoidable by man as natu¬ 
ral. Every change and every diminution of it 
proves the contrary. He is often fo perverfe 
that he can be wicked even without tempta¬ 
tion, he can often ferve Satan without even 
the fhadow of reward. Will the Almighty 
then ever ad: irrefiftibly upon his mind l Will 
the calls of mercy be louder ? Will the offers 
of grace be more abundant ? What then can 
be done to others which hath not beemdong 
Unto us ? 

It is uncertain whether the horrors of war 
will ceafe or he alleviated; for we have not 
found that the fatal experience of more than 
five thoufand years has been fufficient to 
iheath the fword, or to leflen the inference of 
avarice and ambition. As little cauf&haue 
We to hope that ft rife and confufiou will 
ceafe amongft individuals. Competition in 
worldly intereft will ever create envy and 
jealoufy. 

Many 
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Many of the calamities and many of the 
evils of life arife from weaknefs and igno¬ 
rance* How flbaU fuch weaknefs and igno- 
ranee be removed? The bulk of mankind 
muft ever be deftined for employments which 
preclude intellectual improvement, and re¬ 
finement of manners, which render them 
Grangers to delicacy and fenfibility not always 
to be found even in the Philofopher or the 
Scholar. 

Every condition of life will have it’s temp¬ 
tations j the rich and the powerful will be 
tempted to forget his Creator, the poor will 
be tempted to charge him foolifhly. It may 
afford os fome confolation, that the number 
of notorious offenders, though great, is not 
equal to that of paft ages. Perhaps the dif¬ 
ference is owing to feverer punifhmcnt, and 
more eafy -detection : lenity, and deficiency of 
legal proof operate only as encouragements. 

Commerce itfelf, and commerce can only 
end with the world, has fome maxims not 
altogether reconcileable with true honour and 
integrity. It has a tendency to contrail the 
mind, to degrade intellectual endowments, 
and to make the whole dignity of a nation 
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to confill in opulence. While it encourages 
indullry, and adds to the accommodation of 
life, let it have it’s proper Share of our atten¬ 
tion, but the moment it difparages thofe in¬ 
stitutions which are formed to improve the 
understanding and the heart, let it be deemed 
hoftile to religion. As long as the world it- 
lelf endureth, the God of this World will be 
the object of adoration. 

What additional restraint can reafon and 
religion ever find out for that impetuous time 
of life in which man is juitly compared to a 
i wild afs's colt ? What new remedy will be 
found for timid caution, querulous peeviSh- 
nefs, and unaccountable avarice, too fre¬ 
quently attendant upon age? How is it that 
human nature at this day refembles fo exactly 
the pictures which have been drawn many 
hundred years ago ? What enchantment, what 
miracle, what alteration of circumstances. 
Shall efFedt this imaginary change ? Is the 
world to end, as Poets have told us it firft be¬ 
gan, with a golden age ? 

Whatever is meant by Satan’s being bound 
a thoufand years, we are told * that after the 

* Rev. xx. 7, 8. 
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thoufaridyears he Jh'dll he kofed from his prifon. 
Andfttall go out td deceive the nations which are 
in the four quarters of the earths 'Gog 'and Ma* 
gogi to gather them together to battle, the num-- 
ber of whom is its the fund of thejeav 

If all this be antecedent to the new \Hed- 
vens and the new Earth, wherein dwelUth figh- 
teoufiefs , what ground Irave we : t0 think that 
any part of the human race will live in a ftate 
of purity and' pwfe&ion, while fcdnflned in 
thefe tabernacles • bf : clay ? ’ We • lefferc the 
evidence df ’ prdph'ecy, when ■ the events are 
improbable whidi' vVe fuppofe' to be foretold. 
In Religion nitichf is "'left to the agency and 
the prudence of man. Succefo has been e'f- 
roneoufly urged by feveral pijties aS 1 ' an ar¬ 
gument of the favour of Providence. 

The promife of our blefled Lord is a ge¬ 
neral one, and ought not to be appropriated to 
any communion. * He is ever prefent with the 
humble and contrite fpirit. 

To the learned is well ais the unlearned 
many erf' the decrees of Providence are as a 


% 2 Pet. lii. 13. * Matt, xxviii, 20. 
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feated book. Thofe prophecies which -re¬ 
gard the efiential parts of Chriftianity admit 
of little difpute, are clear and explicit; thofe 
Which regard it’s future hiftory will only be 
Underftood in their completion. In the mean 
feafon, let our curiofity be retrained within 
It's proper limits, let the oppofition of our 
ftdverfaries increafe our vigilance, let the P ro ** 
faftenefs of others increase our piety,, f° {hall 
the Works pf darknef? render us more and 
ftiore the children of light, and the works 
Of Satan may {hake, if they cannot, utterly 
deftroy, his own kingdom j fo {hall ^ we en¬ 
ter that city* which hath nb need of the Sun , 
neither of the Moon to jkine in it, for theglory 
the Lord dqth tightest it, and the Lamb is 
the tight thereof : ■ 


% Rev. xx. 7, 8. 
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